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G13 Paradigm Shifts on the Validity of Bitemark Evidence and the Dramatic 
Connection With Best Practices in Forensic Technical Analysis Via the Poma 
Murder in Rome:  A Case Report

Emilio Nuzzolese, PhD*, Ambulatorio Nuzzolese, Viale JF Kennedy 77, Bari 70124, ITALY

After attending this presentation, attendees will have an understanding of the Italian judicial penal system and the appointing of 

expert witnesses in court.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by highlighting the importance of specialist training in forensic 

science and medicolegal doctrines for dentists before involvement in any lawsuits.

0HGLFROHJDO�HYDOXDWLRQ�LQ�FLYLO�DQG�SHQDO�FDVHV�RI�GHQWDO�DQG�RU�RGRQWRORJ\�FDVH�ZRUNV�UHTXLUH�H[SHUW�ZLWQHVVHV�ZLWK�ELRORJLFDO�
DQG�WHFKQLFDO�NQRZOHGJH�RI�GHQWLVWU\�DQG�D�VRXQG�PHGLFROHJDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�H[SHULHQFH���'XULQJ�WKH������,QWHUQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
of Forensic Odonto-Stomatolgy international congress in Florence, Italy, the civil law judicial system on the designation of expert 

ZLWQHVVHV�LQ�VL[�VWDWHV�ZHUH�LQYHVWLJDWHG��KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�QHHG�WR�ZRUN�WRZDUG�KDUPRQL]DWLRQ�ZLWK�PRUH�ULJRURXV�VWDQGDUGV�WR�EHFRPH�
eligible as an expert witness in court, preventing spontaneous involvement of dental practitioners, and to improve their forensic and law 

WHDFKLQJ���7KHVH�LVVXHV�DUH�HYHQ�PRUH�UHOHYDQW�WR�SHQDO�FDVH�ZRUNV��
,Q�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��D����\HDU�ROG�KRPLFLGH�FROG�FDVH�ZLWK�D�SDWWHUQ�LQMXU\�VXJJHVWLYH�RI�SDUWLDO�ELWHPDUN�HYLGHQFH�LV�SUHVHQWHG���

5DQLHUR�%XVFR�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�KDYLQJ�PXUGHUHG�6LPRQHWWD�&HVDURQL��KLV�H[�JLUOIULHQG��RQ�9LD�3RPD�LQ�5RPH�LQ��������$�SDWWHUQ�LQMXU\�
RQ�WKH�EUHDVW�RI�WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�DVVHVVHG�DV�D�³ELWHPDUN´�E\�WKH�IRUHQVLF�SDWKRORJLVW�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�DXWRSV\���$IWHU����\HDUV��WKH�FDVH�
ZDV�UHRSHQHG�IRU�QHZ�'1$�DQDO\VLV�DQG�WKH�SLFWXUHV�RI�WKH�³ELWHPDUN´�RQ�WKH�EUHDVW�ZHUH�UH�HYDOXDWHG�E\�GHQWLVWV��SDWKRORJLVWV��DQG�
RGRQWRORJLVWV�� �7KH� LQMXU\� VXJJHVWLYH�RI� D�SDUWLDO� ELWHPDUN� LV�SUHVHQWHG��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKH� FRQFHUQV� DURXQG� WKH�SDUDGLJP�VKLIWV�RQ�
WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�ELWHPDUN�HYLGHQFH�DQG�WKH�GUDPDWLF�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�WHFKQLFDO�DQDO\VLV�ZKLFK�LV�DSSOLHG���7KH�,WDOLDQ�MXGLFLDO�SHQDO�
system and the analysis of the expert witnesses are presented.  Questions and concerns on quality assurance and the criteria of forensic 

DQDO\VLV�RI�SDWWHUQHG�LQMXU\�DUH�UDLVHG���5DQLHUR�%XVFR�ZDV�IRXQG�JXLOW\�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�WULDO�LQ������DQG�VHQWHQFHG�WR����\HDUV�LQ�MDLO��KH�ZDV�
VXEVHTXHQWO\�DFTXLWWHG�RQ�DSSHDO�LQ��������7KH�DFTXLWWDO�RI�WKH�DFFXVHG�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�LQ�������ZKLFK�WXUQHG�
down the appeal by the Attorney General. 

The purpose of this presentation is to promote a discussion within the dental community about who should perform forensic 

DQDO\VHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHGXFH�HUURUV�DQG�REVHUYHU�ELDV���7KH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�IRUHQVLF�H[SHUWV�LV�WR�HPSKDVL]H�WR�FROOHDJXHV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�
ZRUN�ZLWKLQ�WKH�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHPV�WKDW�IRUHQVLF�FDVHV�PXVW�IROORZ�SUHFLVH�OHJDO��HWKLFDO��DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�UXOHV��ZKLFK�JR�EH\RQG�HYHU\GD\�
dentistry and training.  Pitfalls and errors can lead to erroneous attribution of responsibilities in professional liability cases and faulty 

DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�LQQRFHQW�SHRSOH���'HQWLVWV�ZLWKRXW�VSHFLDOLVW�WUDLQLQJ�VKRXOG�UHIUDLQ�IURP�LQYROYLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�VXFK�ODZVXLWV��OHDYLQJ�
H[SHUW�ZLWQHVV�WHVWLPRQ\�WR�WKRVH�GHQWLVWV�TXDOL¿HG�LQ�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFHV�DQG�PHGLFROHJDO�GRFWULQHV�

Bitemark Analysis, Forensic Odontology, Expert Testimony


