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*��� %LWHPDUNV���7R�3UR¿OH�RU�1RW�WR�3UR¿OH�²�6R�:KDW¶V�WKH�4XHVWLRQ"

Richard R. Souviron, DDS*, 336 Alhambra Circle, Coral Gables, FL 33134

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�NQRZ�WKH�YDOXH�DQG�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SUR¿OLQJ�DV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQLWLDO�SKDVH�RI�ELWHPDUN�
DQDO\VLV���7KH�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFHV�ZLWK�DFWXDO�FDVH�PDWHULDO�YHUVXV�H[SHULPHQWDO�ELWHV�RQ�FDGDYHUV�DQG�OLYH�YROXQWHHUV�ZLOO�EH�VKRZQ�
and explained.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO� LPSDFW� WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�VKDULQJ� WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�SUR¿OLQJ�ELWHPDUNV� LQ�H[SHULPHQWDO�
FDVHV�DQG�FRPSDULQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�DFWXDO�FDVH�PDWHULDO���7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�DQDO\]LQJ�D�ELWH�SDWWHUQ�DQG�IRUPLQJ�D�SUR¿OH�RI�WKH�ELWHU�PD\�
EH�QHFHVVDU\�WR�REWDLQ�D�FRXUW�RUGHU�RU�VHDUFK�ZDUUDQW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURFHHG�ZLWK�VHFXULQJ�UHFRUGV�IURP�D�GHIHQGDQW���7KH�ELWHPDUN�SUR¿OH�
ZLOO�SURYLGH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�³SUREDEOH�FDXVH´�WR�MXVWLI\�D�VHDUFK�ZDUUDQW�RU�FRXUW�RUGHU�

$�ELWHPDUN�OHIW�LQ�KXPDQ�ÀHVK�E\�DQRWKHU�KXPDQ�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�OHDYH�D�SDWWHUQ�LQMXU\�EXW��PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��'1$�HYLGHQFH���7KH�
IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVW�ZLOO�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�¿UVW�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�LQMXU\��WKHQ�SURYLGLQJ�DQ�RSLQLRQ�DV�WR�WKH�RULJLQ��VXFK�DV�KXPDQ�RU�
DQLPDO�WHHWK�RU�D�SDWWHUQ�WKDW�PLPLFV�D�ELWHPDUN���,I�WKH�LQMXU\�LV�LQGHHG�D�ELWHPDUN�OHIW�E\�KXPDQ�WHHWK��WKH�LQYHVWLJDWRU�VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�
WR�FODVVLI\�WKH�ELWHPDUN�EDVHG�RQ�LWV�DSSHDUDQFH�DQG�GHWDLO�RU�ODFN�RI�GHWDLO�1,3

$�&ODVV�,�ELWH�H[KLELWV�QR�GHWDLOV�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�WHHWK�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�³VPRN\�ULQJ�´�EXW�LW�VWLOO�LV�RI�HYLGHQWLDU\�YDOXH���,W�
PD\�\LHOG�'1$�HYLGHQFH�DQG�PD\�EH�KHOSIXO�LQ�WKH�HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�VXVSHFWV���$�&ODVV�,,�ELWH�SDWWHUQ�ZLOO�KDYH�FODVV�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�EXW�
OLPLWHG�LQGLYLGXDO�WRRWK�SDWWHUQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�PD\�KDYH�RQO\�RQH�DUFK�LGHQWL¿DEOH���$�&ODVV�,,,�ELWH�SDWWHUQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�D�
³FODVVLF´�ELWHPDUN���%RWK�DUFKHV�DUH�SUHVHQW�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�WHHWK�FDQ�EH�LGHQWL¿HG���$�&ODVV�,9�ELWH�LV�RQH�WKDW�SURGXFHV�WRWDO�DYXOVLRQ�RI�
WKH�ERG\�SDUW�VXFK�DV�DQ�HDU��¿QJHU��RU�QRVH�DQG�XVXDOO\�GRHV�QRW�OHDYH�D�&ODVV�RU�LQGLYLGXDO�SDWWHUQ���7KHUH�PD\�EH�DQRWKHU�DUHD�RI�WKH�
body with a Class I, II, or III bite pattern.1,4

7KH�DQDO\VLV�RI�D�ELWHPDUN�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�DQ�RSLQLRQ�DV�WR�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�WKH�ELWHU¶V�WHHWK��WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�ELWHU�YLV�i�YLV�WKH�
YLFWLP�DQG��LQ�VRPH�FDVHV��ZKHWKHU�WKH�ELWH�ZDV�OHIW�E\�D�FKLOG��GHFLGXRXV�WHHWK��RU�DQ�DGXOW���7KLV�LV�DOO�SDUW�RI�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�D�ELWHPDUN�
DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�SUR¿OLQJ�RI�D�ELWH�ZLWK�UHDO�WHHWK�LQ�D�UHDO��QRW�H[SHULPHQWDO��VLWXDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�KHOSIXO�WR�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�DQG�LQGHHG�PD\�
be essential in order to obtain a search warrant or court order.1,2,4��$�ELWH�SUR¿OH�QHHG�QRW�EH�YHU\�VSHFL¿F�DQG�VKRXOG�OHDYH�URRP�IRU�
PRGL¿FDWLRQV���$Q�H[DPSOH�LV�D�ELWH�WKDW�VKRZV�D�VSDFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PD[LOODU\�LQFLVRUV�RU�ZKHUH�WKH�SDWWHUQ�VKRZV�FOHDUO\�FURRNHG�WHHWK���
'LVWRUWLRQ�SOD\V�D�SDUW�LQ�DOPRVW�DOO�ELWHPDUNV�DQG�QHHGV�WR�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ���3UR¿OLQJ�PD\�EH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�DOO�FODVVHV�RI�ELWHV�
H[FHSW�WKH�&ODVV�,9���3UR¿OLQJ�ZLWK�H[SHULPHQWDO�ELWHV�LQ�FDGDYHUV�LV�XVXDOO\�QRW�SRVVLEOH��ODUJHO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�GLVWRUWLRQ�IDFWRU���,QGHHG��
IDOVH�SUR¿OHV�DQG�PLVPDWFKHV�DUH�WKH�XVXDO�UHVXOW���/LNHZLVH��H[SHULPHQWDO�ELWHV�RQ�OLYH�YROXQWHHUV�DIWHU�RQO\�D�VKRUW�SHULRG�RI�WLPH�OHDYH�
QR�SDWWHUQ�IRU�SUR¿OLQJ���7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�VKRZ�SUR¿OLQJ�ZLWK�DOO�WKUHH�FODVVHV�RI�ELWHV�LQ�UHDO�OLIH�FDVHV��WKH�HIIHFW�RI�GLVWRUWLRQ�RQ�
WKH�ELWH�SDWWHUQ��DQG�D�FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK�H[SHULPHQWDO�FDGDYHU�DQG�YROXQWHHU�ELWHPDUNV��
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