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G18 Honoring My Mentors — Drs. Levine, Snow, Maples, Stimson, and Stein

John P. Kenney, DDS, MS*, 101 S Washington Street, Park Ridge, IL 60068-4290

7KH�JRDOV�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DUH�WR�DELGH�E\�'U��0DUWHOO¶V�PHHWLQJ�WKHPH�DQG�WR�SD\�WULEXWH�WR�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQWLVWV�ZKR�KHOSHG�
shape my 38-year career as a forensic odontologist.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by stressing the importance of mentors and mentoring for all American 

$FDGHP\�RI�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��$$)6��PHPEHUV��QRW�RQO\�LQ�D�VSHFL¿F�VHFWLRQ�EXW�DOVR�LQ�WKH�ZLGHU�IRUHQVLF�FRPPXQLW\�
%HJLQQLQJ�LQ�2FWREHU�RI�������,�KDYH�KDG�WKH�JRRG�IRUWXQH�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�DQG�ZRUN�DORQJVLGH�IRXU�RI�WKH�PRVW�SUHHPLQHQW�IRUHQVLF�

VFLHQWLVWV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG���'UV��/RZHOO�/HYLQH��&O\GH�6QRZ��%LOO�0DSOHV��DQG�5REHUW�6WHLQ���7KUHH�RI�WKH�IRXU��PRVW�UHFHQWO\�'U��6QRZ��
have passed away. 

,�¿UVW�PHW�'U��/HYLQH�LQ������DW�7KH�$UPHG�)RUFHV�,QVWLWXWH�RI�3DWKRORJ\��$),3��ZKLOH�WDNLQJ�P\�¿UVW�FRXUVH�DV�D�³QHZELH´�LQ�WKH�
¿HOG�RI�IRUHQVLF�GHQWLVWU\���,Q�0D\�RI�������,�KDG�MXVW�¿QLVKHG�DWWHQGLQJ�P\�VHFRQG�$),3�FRXUVH��$LUFUDIW�$FFLGHQW�,QYHVWLJDWLRQ��DQG�
ZRXOG�UHWXUQ�WR�&KLFDJR�IURP�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��RQ�WKH�QLJKW�RI�0D\������7KH�QH[W�GD\��WKH�$PHULFDQ�$LUOLQHV�'&����FUDVK�RFFXUUHG���$V�
RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�IRUHQVLF�GHQWLVWV�RQ�WKH�VFHQH��,�ZDV�WDVNHG�E\�$PHULFDQ�$LUOLQHV�WR�³¿QG�'U��/HYLQH´�ZKR�KDG�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�$PHULFDQ�
$LUOLQHV�RQ�DQ�DFFLGHQW�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�9LUJLQ�,VODQGV�D�IHZ�\HDUV�HDUOLHU���,�KDG�WKH�JRRG�IRUWXQH�WR�ZRUN�DORQJVLGH�DQG�OHDUQ�IURP�
'U��/HYLQH�LQ�D�PDMRU�PDVV�GLVDVWHU�ZKHQ�PRUJXHV�KDG�WR�EH�DVVHPEOHG�IURP�VFUDWFK��ORQJ�SULRU�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�LQVWDQWO\�RSHUDWLRQDO�
'LVDVWHU�0RUWXDU\�2SHUDWLRQDO�5HVSRQVH�7HDP�V\VWHP��

$W�WKH�VDPH�GLVDVWHU�LQFLGHQW��,�PHW�'U��&O\GH�&ROOLQV�6QRZ��SUREDEO\�WKH�RULJLQDO�³,QGLDQD�-RQHV�´��(YHQ�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKH�FKDRV�RI�
a 273-person mass fatality incident, Clyde was a patient teacher of forensic anthropology.  In the morgue at his table, he would carefully 

PHDVXUH�WKH�ERQHV�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�FOHDQHG�E\�WKH�&KLFDJR�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�+RPLFLGH�GHWHFWLYHV���&O\GH�ZRXOG�H[SODLQ�LQ�GHWDLO�ZK\�DQG�
how he was doing his examinations.  I even learned that it was possible to determine if a female had given birth based on the scarring of 

WKH�SXELF�V\PSK\VLV���:H�KDG�D�ELUWKGD\�SDUW\�RQ�,QGHSHQGHQFH�'D\�IRU�&O\GH��FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�D�VKHHW�FDNH�DQG�FKDPSDJQH��FRXUWHV\�RI�
'U��6WHLQ��WKH�&KLHI�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU�IRU�&RRN�&RXQW\���8QIRUWXQDWHO\��-XO\���ZDV�QRW�&O\GH¶V�ELUWKGD\���+H�HQWHUHG�KLV�ELUWKGD\�LQWR�
WKH�$PHULFDQ�$LUOLQHV�,'�'DWDEDVH�LQ�(XURSHDQ�IDVKLRQ��PRQWK�GD\�\HDU��VR�DFWXDOO\�KH�ZDV�ERUQ�$SULO����QRW�-XO\�����+H�QHYHU�OHW�RQ�
until years later.

,Q�������,�EHFDPH�WKH�FRQVXOWDQW�RGRQWRORJLVW�IRU�WKH�&RRN�&RXQW\�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU¶V�RI¿FH�DQG�&O\GH��KDYLQJ�ZRUNHG�ERWK�WKH�
*DF\�FDVH�DQG�WKH�'&����FUDVK��ZDV�WKH�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJLVW�QRZ�XVHG�E\�WKH�RI¿FH���+H�ZRXOG�À\�WR�&KLFDJR�HDFK�PRQWK�DQG�VSHQG�
D�IHZ�GD\V�RQ�VNHOHWDO�FDVHV���,�ZRUNHG�DORQJVLGH�KLP�DJDLQ�RQ�QXPHURXV�FDVHV�ZKHQ�KH�FDPH�LQWR�WRZQ���+H�QHYHU�VWRSSHG�WHDFKLQJ��
DVNLQJ�TXHVWLRQV��DQG�DOVR�OHDUQLQJ�VRPH�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJ\�IURP�PH��

,�PHW�%LOO�0DSOHV�DW�$$)6�PHHWLQJV���0\�¿UVW�UHDO�ZRUN�ZLWK�KLP�ZDV�RQ�WKH�)RUHVW�/DZQ�FUHPDWLRQ�FDVH���,�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�D�
PHHWLQJ�DW�WKH�&RRN�&RXQW\�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU¶V�2I¿FH�WR�DVVLVW�ZLWK�WKH�GHQWDO�UDGLRJUDSK\�RI�D�PHWDO�GHQWDO�SRVW�WKDW�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�
LQWHUUHG�FUHPDLQV�DQG�WKDW�EHFDPH�FULWLFDO�WR�WKH�FRUUHFW�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ���'U��0DSOHV�ZDV�WKH�OHDG�DQWKURSRORJLVW�RQ�WKH�FDVH���,�ZRXOG�ZRUN�
another cremains case in Chicago with him and testify for the defense with him on a third case. 

7KH�¿QDO�PHQWRU�,�ZLVK�WR�PHQWLRQ�LV�'U��5REHUW�6WHLQ��WKH�¿UVW�&KLHI�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU�RI�&RRN�&RXQW\���,Q�$XJXVW�������,�UHFHLYHG�
D�FDOO�IURP�KLV�VHFUHWDU\��DVNLQJ�LI�,�FRXOG�FRPH�WR�WKH�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU¶V�RI¿FH�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�WR�DVVLVW�ZLWK�D�FDVH���7KH�YLFWLP�KDG�
EHHQ�DVVDXOWHG��UDSHG��DQG�VWUDQJOHG���$V�VKH�OD\�RQ�WKH�PRUJXH�WDEOH��KHU�VKRUWV�ZHUH�SXOOHG�SDUW�ZD\�GRZQ�KHU�OHJV���,�UHPHPEHU�'U��
6WHLQ¶V�¿UVW�JUXII�ZRUGV�WR�PH��³<RX�GLG�QRW�WRXFK�WKH�ERG\��GLG�\RX"´��,�UHSOLHG�QR���/DWHU�WKDW�PRUQLQJ��KH�ZRXOG�VD\�WR�VHQG�KLP�D�
ELOO���,�VDLG�QR��EXW�KH�VDLG�WR�GR�VR�DV�,�ZRXOG�EH�ZRUNLQJ�WKHUH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���,�ZRXOG�OHDUQ�PXFK�IURP�KLP�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�DQG�KH�DOZD\V�
treated me with respect as a peer forensic scientist.

Mentors, Levine, Snow


