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G25 A Hot Air Balloon Crash in Wairarapa, New Zealand:  A Forensic Dental 
Perspective

Judith A. Hinchliffe, BDS*, 88 View Road, Houghton Bay, Wellington 6023, NEW ZEALAND

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the importance of preparation, planning, and appropriate training for 

'LVDVWHU�9LFWLP�,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ��'9,��ZRUN���$WWHQGHHV�ZLOO�DOVR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVW�LQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�
badly damaged human remains.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�RXWOLQLQJ�WKH�'9,�UHVSRQVH�DQG�SUREOHPV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�KRW�DLU�
balloon crash in New Zealand.

2Q�-DQXDU\����������RQ�D�SHUIHFW�VXPPHU�GD\��D�VFHQLF�KRW�DLU�EDOORRQ�WULS�HQGHG�LQ�GLVDVWHU�ZKHQ�WKH�EDVNHW�FROOLGHG�ZLWK�SRZHU�
OLQHV��FDXJKW�¿UH��DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�FUDVKHG�RQWR�IDUPODQG�QHDU�WKH�UXUDO�WRZQ�RI�&DUWHUWRQ��1RUWK�,VODQG��1HZ�=HDODQG���7KLV�ZDV�RQH�RI�
WKH�GHDGOLHVW�DLU�GLVDVWHUV�WR�RFFXU�RQ�PDLQODQG�1HZ�=HDODQG�LQ�GHFDGHV�����SHRSOH��WHQ�SDVVHQJHUV�DQG�WKH�SLORW��ORVW�WKHLU�OLYHV���7ZR�RI�
WKH�SDVVHQJHUV�MXPSHG�IURP�WKH�EDOORRQ�WR�WKHLU�GHDWKV��WKH�UHPDLQGHU�ZHUH�WUDSSHG�DQG�HQJXOIHG�LQ�ÀDPHV���(PHUJHQF\�VHUYLFHV�ZHUH�
DW�WKH�VFHQH�YHU\�TXLFNO\�DQG�ZLWQHVV�UHSRUWV�DORQJ�ZLWK�FDPHUD�IRRWDJH�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�EDOORRQ�JURXQG�FUHZ�ZRXOG�KHOS�WR�UHFRQVWUXFW�WKH�
¿QDO�PRPHQWV�RI�WKH�ÀLJKW��

7KLV� DFFLGHQW�ZDV�PDQDJHG� DV� D�'9,� LQFLGHQW�ZLWK�PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� �2QH�RI� WKH� IRUHQVLF� RGRQWRORJLVWV� DQG� WKH�
regional forensic pathologist attended the scene to locate, preserve, document, and assist with the safe transportation of the remains.  

7KH�EDGO\�GDPDJHG�DQG�EXUQHG�ERGLHV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�WR�:HOOLQJWRQ�5HJLRQDO�+RVSLWDO�PRUWXDU\�ZKHUH�DXWRSVLHV�DQG�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�ZHUH�
XQGHUWDNHQ���$W�WKH�PRUWXDU\��IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVWV��¿QJHUSULQW�WHDPV��DQG�'1$�WHDPV�ZRUNHG�DORQJVLGH�IRUHQVLF�SDWKRORJLVWV�ZLWK�
SROLFH�DQG�FRURQLDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�QH[W�ZHHN���&UDVK�LQYHVWLJDWRUV��¿UH�VHUYLFHV��DQG�SROLFH�ZRUNHG�WRJHWKHU�DW�WKH�VFHQH���6XUSULVLQJO\��
all victims were from the region, simplifying the collection of antemortem information in readiness for comparison with the postmortem 

¿QGLQJV�� �%HLQJ� D� ³FORVHG´� GLVDVWHU�� WKHUH�ZDV� D� UHDGLO\� DYDLODEOH� SDVVHQJHU� OLVW�� �7R[LFRORJLFDO� ¿QGLQJV� LQGLFDWHG� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI�
tetrahydrocannabinol (a constituent of cannabis) in the body of the pilot.

(YHQWV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�FUDVK�DQG�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�HQFRXQWHUHG�E\�WKH�'9,�WHDPV�DQG�UHODWLYHV�RI�WKH�GHFHDVHG�ZLOO�EH�RXWOLQHG�LQ�
WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ���,W�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WKDW�DOO�DJHQFLHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKLV�¿HOG�PDQDJH�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�HIIHFWLYHO\�DQG�VHQVLWLYHO\�
and learn from the process.  At times of tragedy, relatives need excellent communication from those assisting to help them understand 

ZK\�WKLV�HYHQW�FODLPHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKHLU�ORYHG�RQHV���7KH�SRVW�LQFLGHQW�GHEULH¿QJ�ZDV�LQYDOXDEOH�IRU�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�UHVSRQVH�IRU�IXWXUH�
events.  An inquiry into the accident has been conducted by the Transport Accident Investigation Commission.  At inquest, the families 

of the deceased requested that recommendations should be acted upon to prevent this type of tragedy from happening in the future.  Will 

DQ\WKLQJ�EH�GRQH"�
$OO�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\V���$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�

preparation, planning, and appropriate team training for timely action when prevention fails and incidents occur.  This presentation also 

HPSKDVL]HV�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVW�ZKHQ�UHPDLQV�DUH�EDGO\�GDPDJHG�DQG�FRPPLQJOHG�
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