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G26 Isle-Verte Disaster

Sylvain Laforte, DMD*, Centre Dentaire Laforte, 5773 Bannantyne Street, Verdun, PQ H4H 1H2, CANADA; Robert B.J. Dorion, DDS*, 
/DERUDWRLUH�6�-�0�/���(GL¿FH�:LOIULG�'HURPH�������3DUWKHQDLV����LHPH��0RQWUHDO��34�+�.��6���&$1$'$��$QGUH�5XHVW��'0'�������
Jacques Cartier Estate, Bureau 340, Longueuil, PQ J4M 2X1, CANADA; and Sylvain Desranleau, DMD*, Ordre des dentistes du 
Québec, 800 Boul René-Lévesque Ouest, Montreal, PQ H3B 1X9, CANADA

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the importance of a well-orchestrated operations plan in order to navigate 

WKH�XQH[SHFWHG�FRQGLWLRQV�DW�D�PDVV�GLVDVWHU�VLWH�DQG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�IRUHQVLF�H[SHUWV�IRU�D�VXFFHVVIXO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�
outcome.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by helping attendees gain information on both procedural solutions 

to complicated climactic and site conditions in a mass disaster situation and on the lessons learned from two mass disasters occurring 

within months of one another, each with unique environmental issues.

7KH�IDWDO�¿UH�RI�5pVLGHQFH�GX�+DYUH��,VOH�9HUWH��4XHEHF��&DQDGD��ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�RQ�-DQXDU\�����������VWUXFN�WKH�VHQLRUV¶�UHVLGHQFH�
DW�������D�P���UHVXOWLQJ�LQ����GHDWKV���)LUH¿JKWHUV�ZHUH�FDOOHG�WR�WKH�5pVLGHQFH�GX�+DYUH�LQ�VXE�]HUR�WHPSHUDWXUHV�ZLWK�D�ZLQG�FKLOO�
IDFWRU�RI� ����)�ZKLFK�FXOPLQDWHG� LQ� D� FDVFDGLQJ� LFH� FDVWOH� HQFDVLQJ� WKH�EXLOGLQJ¶V�GHEULV� DQG�YLFWLPV�DOLNH�� �7KLV�SUHVHQWHG�PDMRU�
challenges for the recovery team.

7KH�,VOH�9HUWH�WUDJHG\�IHOO�RQ�WKH�KHHOV�RI�WKH�/DF�0HJDQWLF��4XHEHF��IDWDO�WUDLQ�GHUDLOPHQW�LQ�������OHVV�WKDQ�VL[�PRQWK¶V�HDUOLHU��
ZKHUH�DQ�XQDWWHQGHG����FDU�IUHLJKW�WUDLQ�RSHUDWHG�E\�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�EDVHG�³Montreal, Maine and Atlantic Railway´��00$��FDUU\LQJ�
RYHU�WZR�PLOOLRQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JDOORQV�RI�FUXGH�RLO�EURNH�DZD\��GHUDLOHG��DQG�FDXJKW�¿UH�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�H[SORVLRQV�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�
town resulting in 47 deaths.
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WHDPV�ZHUH�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�IDFH�WKH�,VOH�9HUWH�WUDJHG\�1

7KH�RQ�VLWH�IRUHQVLF�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�WHDP�LQFOXGHG�WZR�SDWKRORJLVWV��DQ�H[SHULHQFHG�GHQDU��DQG�DQ�DQWKURSRORJLVW���3DUWLFLSDQWV�ZLOO�
learn the complex process of extracting cremated human remains under extreme environmental conditions.  Once extracted, the human 

UHPDLQV�ZHUH�EXQGOHG��SDFNDJHG��QXPEHUHG��DQG�VKLSSHG�WR�0RQWUHDO�ZKHUH�SDWKRORJLVWV��GHQWLVWV��DQG�'1$�H[SHUWV�IXUWKHU�DQDO\]HG�
the remains at the central forensic laboratory.  The average age of the victims was 89 and most had few or no teeth.  Two victims 
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LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�SULPDULO\�EDVHG�RQ�WUDEHFXODU�ERQH�SDWWHUQ�
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