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G29 The Reno, Nevada Air Race Accident

Donna J. Hellwinkel, DDS*, 4555 Saddlehorn Drive, Reno, NV 89511; Ellen G.I. Clark, MD, Washoe County ME/Coroner, 10 Kirman 
Avenue, Reno, NV 89502; and Rudolph Bein, BA, Washoe County MEO, 10 Kirman Avenue, PO Box 11130, Reno, NV 89520

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�DFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�5HQR��19��$LU�5DFH�DFFLGHQW�ZKLFK�
occurred at 4:25 p.m. on September 16, 2011, and resulted in 11 fatalities and approximately 60 injuries.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing an understanding of the vital role the dental team plays 

LQ�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�D�0XOWLSOH�)DWDOLW\�,QFLGHQW��0),��
2Q�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�RI�6HSWHPEHU�����������DW�D�SRSXODU�DQQXDO�DLU�VKRZ�LQ�5HQR��19��ORFDWHG�LQ�:DVKRH�&RXQW\��D�PRGL¿HG�:RUOG�

:DU�,,�HUD�¿JKWHU�SODQH�FUDVKHG�LQWR�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�9,3�JUDQGVWDQGV���(OHYHQ�SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�SLORW��ZHUH�NLOOHG�DQG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
60 spectators were injured, many suffering amputations. 

7KLV�LQFLGHQW�RFFXUUHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�:DVKRH�&RXQW\�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU¶V�2I¿FH��:&0(2����7KH�:&0(2��ORFDWHG�
LQ�5HQR��19��LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�IRUHQVLF�GHDWK�H[DPLQDWLRQV�IRU�DOO�RI�WKH�6WDWH�RI�1HYDGD��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�/DV�9HJDV�DQG�VHYHUDO�
VRXWKHUQ�1HYDGD�FRXQWLHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�IHZ�QRUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�FRXQWLHV���7KH�RI¿FH�FRYHUV�DQ�DUHD�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������VTXDUH�
miles and a population of 800,000. 

7KH�:&0(2�ZDV�QRWL¿HG�DQG�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�IRUPHU�6WHDG�$LU�)RUFH�EDVH��DSSUR[LPDWHO\����PLOHV�IURP�WKH�PRUJXH���$Q�LQLWLDO�
site assessment was completed, and recovery, antemortem data collection, and postmortem data collection teams were activated.  This 

scene assessment led to the discovery of many fragmentary remains and an indeterminate number of deceased victims.  Survivor and 

decedent dismemberments were commingled with the crash site debris. 

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LOOXVWUDWH�KRZ�WKH�:&0(2�UHFRYHUHG�DQG�PDGH�VFLHQWL¿F�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�UHPDLQV���6SHFL¿FDOO\��LW�
ZLOO�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�WKH�GHQWDO�WHDP��FRPSRVHG�RI�RQH�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVW�DQG�RQH�:&0(2�GHDWK�LQYHVWLJDWRU��SRVLWLYHO\�LGHQWL¿HG�
victims using traditional methods of comparison of antemortem and postmortem dental records and dental radiographs.  One intact 

ERG\�IURP�WKH�VFHQH�DV�ZHOO�DV����LQGLYLGXDO�GHQWDO�IUDJPHQWDU\�UHPDLQV��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�WHHWK��ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG���$OO�SRVLWLYH�GHQWDO�
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�ZHUH� FRPSOHWHG�E\�6HSWHPEHU����� ������ �6XEVHTXHQW�'1$�VHTXHQFLQJ�� RQH� WR� WZR�GD\V� ODWHU�� FRQ¿UPHG� WKH�GHQWDO�
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�

,QIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�SURYLGHG�RQ�KRZ�RWKHU�SRVWPRUWHP�PRGHV�RI�VFLHQWL¿F�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��¿QJHUSULQWV��UDGLRORJ\��DQG�'1$��
ZHUH�XVHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�WR�UH�DVVRFLDWH�UHPDLQV���$OO�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�EH�UHOHDVHG�ZLWKLQ�RQH�ZHHN�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQW���7KLV�UDSLG�
UHOHDVH�KLJKOLJKWV� WKH� WHDPZRUN� UHTXLUHG�RI� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��¿UVW� UHVSRQGHUV��PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU�RI¿FH�SHUVRQQHO�� DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�
WKH�KHDOWK�FDUH�FRPPXQLW\�ZKHQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�DQ�0),���,W�DOVR�FOHDUO\�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�UHVSHFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�
community has for victims and families during a very stressful and emotional time.
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