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G31 Forensic Dental Examination of Disinterred 19th-Century Archaeological Remains

Thomas J. David, DDS*, 1000 Johnson Ferry Road, Bldg H, Marietta, GA 30068; and Adam J. Freeman, DDS, 22 Imperial Avenue, 
Westport, CT 06880

The goals of this presentation are to distinguish between archaeological remains and more recent burials and to compare and to 

contrast dental restorative treatment from the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�IRUHQVLF�GHQWDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
from 19th-century dental remains.

7KH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�JROG�DORQJ�:KLWHZRRG�&UHHN�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RI������OHG�WR�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�RI�'HDGZRRG��6'���'HDGZRRG¶V�¿UVW�FHPHWHU\�
was established out of necessity for the proper disposal of human remains.  This cemetery was originally located about one-quarter 

PLOH�IURP�'HDGZRRG¶V�FHQWUDO�EXVLQHVV�GLVWULFW���,W�LV�XQNQRZQ�ZKR�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�FHPHWHU\�RU�ZKHQ�WKH�¿UVW�EXULDO�RFFXUUHG��VLQFH�
newspapers in the town were not established until June of 1876.  Nevertheless, many of the town’s newspapers provided news articles 

DQG�RELWXDULHV�DERXW�LQGLYLGXDOV�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�FHPHWHU\���7KH�¿UVW�FHPHWHU\�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D�IRUPDO�QDPH�DQG�ZDV�UHIHUUHG�WR�E\�
PDQ\�QDPHV��LQFOXGLQJ�³WKH�'HDGZRRG�&HPHWHU\�´�³FHPHWHU\�RQ�WKH�KLOO�´�³&LW\�&HPHWHU\�´�DQG�³ROG�JUDYH\DUG�LQ�6RXWK�'HDGZRRG�´��
$V�D�PDWWHU�RI�IDFW��D�QHZVSDSHU�DUWLFOH�RQFH�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�FHPHWHU\�E\�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�QDPHV�RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\���7KH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�0W��
0RULDK�&HPHWHU\�LQ������OHG�WR�WKH�GRZQIDOO�RI�'HDGZRRG¶V�¿UVW�FHPHWHU\��KRZHYHU��DIWHU�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�0W��0RULDK�&HPHWHU\��
'HDGZRRG¶V�¿UVW�FHPHWHU\�ZRXOG�EH�FDOOHG�³2OG�'HDGZRRG�&HPHWHU\�´�

$SSUR[LPDWHO\�����LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHUH�EXULHG�LQ�'HDGZRRG¶V�¿UVW�FHPHWHU\�IURP������WR��������,Q�-XQH�RI�������RQH�QHZVSDSHU�
UHSRUWHG�WKHUH�ZHUH����EXULDOV�LQ�WKH�FHPHWHU\���7ZR�QRWHZRUWK\�LQGLYLGXDOV�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FHPHWHU\�LQFOXGHG�-DPHV�%XWOHU�³:LOG�
%LOO´�+LFNRN�DQG�0HWKRGLVW�PLQLVWHU�+HQU\�:HVWRQ�6PLWK���%RWK�RI�WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHUH�ODWHU�H[KXPHG�DQG�UHEXULHG�LQ�0W��0RULDK�
Cemetery in 1879 and 1883, respectively.

,Q�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�������FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUNHUV�GLVFRYHUHG�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�ZKLOH�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�UHSODFLQJ�D�UHWDLQLQJ�ZDOO�DQG�WKH�
XQHDUWKHG�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�VHQW� WR�0LQQHVRWD�IRU� IRUHQVLF�DQDO\VLV�� � ,W�ZDV�GHWHUPLQHG� WKDW� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�DQ�DGXOW�PDOH�ZKR�ZDV�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������\HDUV�RI�DJH�DQG�VWRRG��¶�´��¶�´�LQ�KHLJKW���7KH�HWKQLF�RULJLQ�ZDV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�EH�$VLDQ��0RQJRORLG��RU�1DWLYH�
$PHULFDQ���7KLV�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�UHLQWHUUHG�LQ�WKH�0W��0RULDK�&HPHWHU\�RQ�-XO\������������$�PRQXPHQW�ZDV�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�JUDYH�WKDW�
DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKH�SRVVLEOH�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�DQG�&KLQHVH�KHULWDJH�RI�WKLV�LQGLYLGXDO�

,Q�0DUFK�RI�������FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUNHUV�XQHDUWKHG�D�IXOO\�DUWLFXODWHG�FRI¿Q�EXULDO�ZKLOH�UHSODFLQJ�D�UHWDLQLQJ�ZDOO�DW����7D\ORU�
$YHQXH�LQ�'HDGZRRG���$W�WKDW�WLPH��ERWK�'HDGZRRG�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�6RXWK�'DNRWD�6WDWH�$UFKLYLVWV�ZHUH�RQ�KDQG�
WR�H[KXPH�WKH�EXULDO���7KH\�IRXQG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�WKH�VNHOHWRQ��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�RQH�WRRWK�DQG�D�IHZ�¿QJHU�DQG�WRHV���7KH�
remains were subsequently transported to a forensic anthropologist for analysis.  It was determined that this individual was a white male 

RI�������\HDUV�RI�DJH�DQG�ZDV��¶�´��¶�´�LQ�KHLJKW��
$IWHU�D�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJLF�DQDO\VLV��WKH�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�WUDQVSRUWHG�WR�0DULHWWD��*$��IRU�D�IRUHQVLF�GHQWDO�DQDO\VLV���7KLV�DQDO\VLV�

ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�0DUFK����������DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�GHWDLO���'HVSLWH�PXOWLSOH�IRUHQVLF�DQDO\VHV��QR�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�KDV�
been determined.
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