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G32 Adam Mayes:  America’s Most Wanted — A Lack of Wisdom?

Edgar W. Turner, DDS*, 410 Farino Way, Somerville, TN 38068

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SUREOHPV�WKDW�PD\�EH�HQFRXQWHUHG�LQ�D�GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�LQYROYLQJ�
WKH�SUHVHQFH��RU�ODFN�WKHUHRI��RI�WKLUG�PRODUV�LQ�YDULRXV�VWDJHV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW���7KLV�FDVH�ZLOO�GHPRQVWUDWH�FURVV�DUFK�YDULDWLRQV�WKDW�PD\�
occur in the development of third molars within the same individual.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by explaining the premise that if a tooth is missing in antemortem 

GHQWDO�UHFRUGV�EXW�LV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�SRVWPRUWHP�GHQWDO�UHFRUGV��WKLV�JHQHUDOO\�FRQVWLWXWHV�DQ�H[FOXVLRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�
In April 2012, Jo Ann Bain and her three daughters were reported missing from the rural town of Whiteville, TN.  Although they 

ZHUH�VFKHGXOHG�WR�PRYH�RXW�RI�VWDWH�WKH�QH[W�GD\��DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�OHG�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�IDPLO\�PD\�
KDYH�EHHQ�NLGQDSSHG�E\�D�IDPLO\�DFTXDLQWDQFH��$GDP�0D\HV���$Q�$PEHU�$OHUW�ZDV�LVVXHG�IRU�WKH�PLVVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ���7KH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�
FDVH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�ORFDO��VWDWH��DQG�IHGHUDO�DXWKRULWLHV�EHFRPLQJ�LQYROYHG���$V�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�FRQWLQXHG��0D\HV�ZDV�SODFHG�RQ�$PHULFD¶V�
7HQ�0RVW�:DQWHG�&ULPLQDOV�OLVW�E\�WKH�)HGHUDO�%XUHDX�RI�,QYHVWLJDWLRQ���$GDP�0D\HV�EHFDPH�WKH�0RVW�:DQWHG�0DQ�LQ�$PHULFD�DIWHU�
WKH�ERGLHV�RI�-R�$QQ�%DLQ�DQG�RQH�RI�KHU�GDXJKWHUV�ZHUH�IRXQG�EXULHG� LQ�D�VKDOORZ�JUDYH� LQ�0LVVLVVLSSL��ZKLOH� WKH�UHPDLQLQJ� WZR�
children continued to go missing. 

The partially decomposed remains of the mother and one daughter were transported to the West Tennessee Regional Forensic 

&HQWHU�LQ�0HPSKLV��71��IRU�D�FRPSOHWH�DXWRSV\�DQG�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ���:KLOH�WKH�GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRWKHU�ZDV�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG��
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GDXJKWHU�EHFDPH�SUREOHPDWLF�ZKHQ�WKUHH�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�WKLUG�PRODUV�ZHUH�IRXQG�WR�EH�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�DQWHPRUWHP�
SDQRUDPLF�UDGLRJUDSK��KRZHYHU��SRVWPRUWHP�UDGLRJUDSKV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�DOO�IRXU�WKLUG�PRODUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW���7KH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�WRRWK�LQ�
DQWHPRUWHP�UDGLRJUDSKV��ZKLFK�LV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�IRXQG�LQ�SRVWPRUWHP�UHFRUGV��LV�JHQHUDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�DQ�XQUHVROYHG�GLVFUHSDQF\�DQG�
URXWLQHO\�UHVXOWV�LQ�DQ�H[FOXVLRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�D�GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ���,Q�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�FDVH��WZR�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVWV�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�
UHYLHZHG�WKH�FDVH�DQG�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�D�SRVLWLYH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�PDGH�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�GLVFUHSDQF\�ZLWK�WKH�WKLUG�PRODUV���7KLV�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�WKH�SUREOHPV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�GHYHORSPHQWDO�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�LQ�WKLUG�PRODUV��

0D\HV�ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�ORFDWHG�LQ�0LVVLVVLSSL�E\�VWDWH�DXWKRULWLHV�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�WZR�PLVVLQJ�FKLOGUHQ���7KH�FDVH�ZDV�DGMXGLFDWHG�LQ�
�������$V�SDUW�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��WKH�¿QDO�UHVROXWLRQ�RI�WKLV�FDVH�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�$GDP�0D\HV��WKH�PLVVLQJ�
children, and the accomplices involved in this case. 
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