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G34 The Case of the Missing Mandible

Roger D. Metcalf, DDS, JD*, Tarrant County Medical Examiner’s District, 200 Feliks Gwozdz Place, Fort Worth, TX 76104; and Janice 
W. Klim-Lemann, DDS*, 1802 Canyon Road, Redlands, CA 92373

After attending this presentation, attendees will be aware of how a missing mandible contributed to the resolution of three separate 

cases.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by highlighting the importance of retaining records for as long as 

possible.

,Q�������D�IDUPHU�LQ�UXUDO�'DOODV�&RXQW\��7;��ZDV�SORXJKLQJ�KLV�¿HOG�DQG�FDPH�XSRQ�D�GHFRPSRVLQJ�KXPDQ�ERG\���7KH�IDUPHU�
FRQWDFWHG�WKH�'DOODV�&RXQW\�6KHULII¶V�2I¿FH�WR�UHSRUW�WKH�GHDWK�DQG�WKH�'DOODV�&RXQW\�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU¶V�2I¿FH��0(2��ZDV�GXO\�
QRWL¿HG�LQ�WXUQ���7KH�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU¶V�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�UHFRYHUHG�WKH�UHPDLQV��EXW�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�PDQGLEOH�ZDV�QRW�IRXQG���7KH�GHFHGHQW�
ZDV�H[DPLQHG�DW� WKH�PRUJXH�DQG� WKH�FDXVH�DQG�PDQQHU�RI�GHDWK�ZHUH�GHWHUPLQHG�� �7KH�GHFHGHQW�ZDV� LGHQWL¿HG�E\�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�
DQWHPRUWHP�DQG�SRVWPRUWHP�GHQWDO�UDGLRJUDSKV�DV�0U��$���7KH�WUHDWLQJ�GHQWLVW�ZDV�IURP�2KLR�DQG�ZDV�VXESRHQDHG�WR�DSSHDU�DW�WKH�
SHUSHWUDWRU¶V�WULDO�LQ�'DOODV�&RXQW\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�³SURYH�XS´�WKH�GHQWDO�UHFRUGV�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW���7KH�SHUSHWUDWRU�ZDV�WULHG�DQG�FRQYLFWHG���
7KH�WUHDWLQJ�GHQWLVW�EHOLHYHV�WKH�RULJLQDO�GHQWDO�UDGLRJUDSKV�ZHUH�UHWDLQHG�E\�WKH�0(2��KRZHYHU��WKH�0(2�VWDWHV�WKH�UDGLRJUDSKV�ZHUH�
returned. 

,Q�������LQ�QHLJKERULQJ�'HQWRQ�&RXQW\��7;��D�GHDWK�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�WR�WKH�7DUUDQW�&RXQW\�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU¶V�'LVWULFW��WKH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�7DUUDQW�&RXQW\�RI¿FH�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�'HQWRQ��3DUNHU��DQG�-RKQVRQ�&RXQWLHV����7KH�GHFHDVHG�ZDV�IRXQG�VHDWHG�RQ�D�IDUP�FRPELQH�LQ�
D�UHPRWH�DUHD�RI�KLV�IDUP�ZLWK�DQ�DSSDUHQW�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�JXQVKRW�ZRXQG�WR�WKH�KHDG���7KH�GHFHGHQW�ZDV�LGHQWL¿HG�DW�WKH�VFHQH�DV�0U��%��
E\�KLV�H[�ZLIH�DQG�DOVR�E\�KLV�EURWKHU���7KH�GHFHDVHG�KDG�EHHQ�GHVSRQGHQW�RYHU�WKH�EUHDN�XS�RI�KLV�IDPLO\�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�ZRHV�DV�ZHOO���
+H�ZDV�H[DPLQHG�DW�WKH�7DUUDQW�&RXQW\�PRUJXH�DQG�WKH�FDXVH�DQG�PDQQHU�RI�KLV�GHDWK�ZHUH�GHWHUPLQHG��

,Q� ������ WKH� 7DUUDQW� &RXQW\� 0HGLFDO� ([DPLQHU¶V� 'LVWULFW� ZDV� QRWL¿HG� RI� D� ERG\� IRXQG� LQ� D� SDUWLDOO\� EXUQHG� KRXVH� LQ� UXUDO�
XQLQFRUSRUDWHG�7DUUDQW�&RXQW\�� �8SRQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��WKH�³ERG\´�ZDV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�EH�LQFRPSOHWH�� �,Q�IDFW�� WKH�XQLGHQWL¿HG�UHPDLQV�
FRQVLVWHG�RI�RQO\�D�VLQJOH�KXPDQ�PDQGLEOH�IRXQG�VLWWLQJ�LQFRQJUXRXVO\�LQ�SODLQ�YLHZ�RQ�D�NLWFKHQ�FRXQWHU���,W�ZDV�OHDUQHG�WKH�KRXVH�
KDG�EHORQJHG�WR�0U��%���7DUUDQW�&RXQW\�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQHU¶V�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�IRXQG�WKH�FDXVH�RI�WKH�¿UH�KDG�EHHQ�UXOHG�DV�DUVRQ�²�ODWHU�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�UHYHDOHG�0U��%��KDG�DSSDUHQWO\�VHW�¿UH�WR�KLV�KRPH�LQ�7DUUDQW�&RXQW\��WKHQ�WUDYHOHG�WR�KLV�IDUP�LQ�'HQWRQ�&RXQW\��ZKHUH�KH�
FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH���7KH�FKDUUHG�KRXVH�ZDV�EHLQJ�FOHDQHG�DQG�WKH�¿UH�GDPDJH�ZDV�EHLQJ�UHSDLUHG�E\�WKH�EDQN�WKDW�KDG�WDNHQ�SRVVHVVLRQ�
RI�WKH�KRXVH�SULRU�WR�SXWWLQJ�WKH�KRXVH�XS�IRU�VDOH���7KH�KRXVH�KDG�VDW�HPSW\�DQG�XQDWWHQGHG�IRU�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�D�\HDU�DIWHU�WKH�¿UH��

Attendees of this presentation will learn how these cases were intertwined and their eventual resolution.  The case report underscores 

WKH�XWLOLW\�RI�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�UHWDLQLQJ�GHQWDO�UHFRUGV�IRU�DV�ORQJ�DV�SRVVLEOH�DQG�UDLVHV�WKH�LVVXH�WKDW��DOWKRXJK�WKH�,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ��,'�ZDV�
HYHQWXDOO\�PDGH�E\�'1$�FRPSDULVRQ��ZHUH�WKH�DYDLODEOH�GHQWDO�UHFRUGV�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�KDYH�PDGH�DQ�,'"
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