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The goals of this presentation are to create a better understanding of the importance of dental records in a multi-victim fatality 

event involving children and to explain the necessity for open, professional communication between the treating dentist and the forensic 

GHQWLVW�IRU�DQ�H[SHGLHQW�UHVXOW�WR�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by illustrating the need for effective communication and cooperation 

EHWZHHQ�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQYROYHG�LQ�IRUHQVLF�FDVHV�DQG�E\�H[SRVLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�HWKLFDO�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�GXULQJ�DWWHPSWV�WR�GH¿QLWLYHO\�
LGHQWLI\�YLFWLPV�LQ�KLJK�SUR¿OH��WUDJLF�HYHQWV�

2Q�)HEUXDU\�����������D�WUDJLF�KRXVH�¿UH�FODLPHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�¿YH�YLFWLPV��IRXU�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�FKLOGUHQ���0XOWLSOH�WHFKQLTXHV�ZHUH�
UHTXLUHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�YLFWLPV�GXH�WR�DQ�DEVHQFH�RI�DQWHPRUWHP�GHQWDO�¿OPV�IRU�WZR�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKH�DGXOW��DQG�IUDXGXOHQW�GHQWDO�
treatment notes for three of the four children.  The techniques included:  (1) age estimation to differentiate two of the children who were 

XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�¿YH�\HDUV������WKH�XVH�RI�GLVWLQFWLYH�GHQWDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��DQWHPRUWHP�SKRWRJUDSK\��DQG�H[FOXVLRQ�FULWHULD�WR�LGHQWLI\�
WKH�DGXOW��DQG������WKH�XVH�RI�D�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQF\�WR�GH¿QLWLYHO\�LGHQWLI\�WKDW�WKUHH�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�DQWHPRUWHP�GHQWDO�WUHDWPHQW�
notes were fraudulent. 

7KH�FDVH�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQFOXGHV�������DQWHPRUWHP�UHFRUGV�UHYLHZ������LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKLOG�YLFWLP������DJH�HVWLPDWLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV�
SURFHGXUHV�� ����FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� WKH� WUHDWLQJ�GHQWLVW�DQG� WKH� IRUHQVLF�GHQWLVW�� ����GHFLSKHULQJ� IUDXG� LQ� WKH�GHQWDO� UHFRUG�� ����
HWKLFDO� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� IRU� UHSRUWLQJ� IUDXGXOHQW�GHQWDO�PHGLFDO� UHFRUGV�� ����ZRUNLQJ�XQGHU�FORVH�PHGLD� VFUXWLQ\�� DQG�� ���� OHVVRQV� IRU�
community out-reach and education.

7KH� VHTXHQFH�RI� HYHQWV� XQIROGHG� DV� IROORZV�� � ,QLWLDOO\�� WKH�0LGGOHVH[�&RXQW\�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU¶V�2I¿FH�REWDLQHG� LQFRPSOHWH�
dental records for three of the children, all of whom were treated by the same dentist.  The incomplete records contained panoramic 

GHQWDO� UDGLRJUDSKV�RI� WZR�RI� WKH�FKLOGUHQ� WDNHQ����PRQWKV�SULRU� WR� WKH�¿UH�� �$� VHFRQG� UHTXHVW� IRU� WKH�FRPSOHWH�DQWHPRUWHP�GHQWDO�
records was then made.  The dental autopsies were begun using the incomplete records.  After reviewing the antemortem radiographs, 

WZR�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�SRVLWLYHO\�LGHQWL¿HG��KRZHYHU��ZKHQ�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�GHQWDO�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�SULRU�WR�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SRVWPRUWHP�H[DPLQDWLRQV��GLVFUHSDQFLHV�H[LVWHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GHQWDO�WUHDWPHQW�QRWHV�DQG�WKH�SRVWPRUWHP�¿QGLQJV���7KH�GHQWDO�WUHDWPHQW�
notes indicated that multiple restorations were placed on all of the patients under the dentist’s care after the date(s) of the antemortem 

;�UD\V���,Q�IDFW��WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQV�ZHUH�QRW�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�SRVWPRUWHP�H[DPLQDWLRQV�RI�DQ\�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�
Upon completing the postmortem examinations, attempts to contact the treating dentist via telephone were made.  The sole purpose 

of directly contacting the dentist was to rectify the discrepancies between the dental treatment notes and postmortem examinations so 

WKDW�DFFXUDWH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�FRXOG�EH�PDGH���7KH�GHQWLVW�GLG�QRW�DQVZHU�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�ZHUH�DVNHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SKRQH�
conversation that would clarify the antemortem records, nor did he return any additional phone calls made at the behest of the medical 

H[DPLQHU���'XH�WR�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�UHVSRQVH�IURP�WKH�GHQWLVW��WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�RI�WKH�0LGGOHVH[�&RXQW\�3URVHFXWRU¶V�2I¿FH�ZDV�UHTXHVWHG���
7KH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�ODXQFKHG�OHG�WR�WKH�DUUHVW�RI�WKH�GHQWLVW���7KH�GHOD\�LQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�
discrepancies between the dental records and the postmortem examinations led to a media storm.

8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�WZR�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�SRVLWLYHO\�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�;�UD\�FRPSDULVRQ��WKH�WZR�\RXQJHU�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�
YLD� DJH� HVWLPDWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� DGXOW� YLFWLP�ZDV� LGHQWL¿HG� E\� H[FOXVLRQ� FULWHULD� DQG� NQRZQ� LQGLYLGXDOL]LQJ� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� FDSWXUHG� LQ�
DQWHPRUWHP�SKRWRJUDSKV���7KH�GHQWLVW�SOHG�JXLOW\�WR�WKUHH�FRXQWV�RI�IUDXG�DQG�RQH�FRXQW�RI�REVWUXFWLRQ���+H�ZDV�FRQYLFWHG��VHQWHQFHG�
WR�WZR�\HDUV�RI�SUREDWLRQ��DQG�OHYLHG�¿QHV���7KH�GHQWLVW�LV�FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�LQYHVWLJDWHG�E\�WKH�1HZ�-HUVH\�6WDWH�%RDUG�DQG�WKH�$WWRUQH\�
*HQHUDO¶V�2I¿FH�IRU�0HGLFDLG�IUDXG�
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