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G41 Cougar Attack Fatality

Peter W. Loomis, DDS*, 700 Ranchitos Road, NW, Los Ranchos, NM 87114

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�D�FRXJDU�DWWDFNV��LQMXULHV�FDXVHG�E\�VXFK�DQ�DWWDFN��D�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�
WKH�GHQWLWLRQV�RI�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�VL]HG�FRXJDUV�WR�WKH�SDWWHUQHG�LQMXULHV�RQ�WKH�YLFWLP��DQG�GHQWDO�DQG�RUDO�DQDWRPLFDO�FRPSDUDWLYH�DQDWRP\�
of humans and cougars.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO� LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�SURYLGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�D�FRXJDU�DWWDFNV��WKH�ELWHPDUN�
patterned injuries made by cougar teeth, the dental anatomy of cougar teeth, and the postmortem anthropophagy patterns on the victim.  

$�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLOO�EH�LQFOXGHG�RQ�WKH�IDLOXUH�WR�LQLWLDOO\�FDSWXUH�WKH�FRXJDU��FDXVLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�FRQFHUQ�WKDW�D�NLOOHU�FRXJDU�ZDV�RQ�WKH�
ORRVH��ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�DGGLWLRQDO�ZLOGOLIH��LQFOXGLQJ�D�VHFRQG�FRXJDU��D�EHDU��DQG�D�MDYHOLQD��DV�ZHOO�DV�FDXVLQJ�LQMXU\�WR�
a horse and its rider.

$�FRXJDU�DWWDFNHG�DQG�NLOOHG�D�PDQ�LQ�D�VHPL�UXUDO�DUHD�RI�VRXWKZHVW�1HZ�0H[LFR�LQ�-XQH��������$Q�DWWHPSW�WR�NLOO�WKH�FRXJDU�WKDW�
ZDV�IHHGLQJ�RQ�WKH�UHPDLQV�IDLOHG�DQG�WKH�FRXJDU�HVFDSHG�XQWLO�LW�ZDV�HQVQDUHG�RQH�ZHHN�ODWHU�DQG�GLVSDWFKHG�ZLWK�D�EXOOHW���1HFURSV\�
was performed on the animal and a comparison of its dentition to the bite injuries was made along with that of a second cougar that was 

FDSWXUHG�DQG�NLOOHG���7KH�PXOWLSOH�SDWWHUQHG�LQMXULHV�WR�WKH�KHDG�DQG�QHFN�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�SRVWPRUWHP�DQWKURSRSKDJ\�IHHGLQJ�SDWWHUQV�
were examined and compared to the teeth of a large adult male and a smaller adult female cougar. 

&RXJDUV�W\SLFDOO\�DWWDFN�SUH\�IURP�WKH�UHDU�E\�VXUSULVH��OHDSLQJ�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�SUH\��FODPSLQJ�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�QHFN�ZLWK�
LWV�FXVSLG�WHHWK��DQG�FOXWFKLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�DQLPDO¶V�ULE�FDJH�ZLWK�LWV�PDVVLYH�IRUHSDZV��VLQNLQJ�WKH�FODZV�LQWR�ÀHVK�WR�HQVXUH�WKHUH�LV�QR�
HVFDSH���7KLV�LV�ZKHQ�WKH�SUH\�IDOOV�DQG�WKH�FRXJDU�SODFHV�LWV�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�ODWHUDO�DQG�DQWHULRU�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�QHFN��VXIIRFDWLQJ�WKH�SUH\�E\�
FUXVKLQJ�WKH�WUDFKHD�DQG�RU�WUDQVHFWLQJ�PDMRU�QHFN�YHVVHOV�ZLWK�LWV�SRZHUIXO�ELWH���$�FRXJDU�FDQ�DOVR�EUHDN�WKH�QHFN�RI�LWV�SUH\�ZKHQ�LW�
LV�RQ�WKH�DQLPDO¶V�EDFN�E\�IRUFLQJ�WKH�KHDG�EDFN�ZLWK�LWV�IRUHSDZV�ZKLOH�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�FODPS�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�QHFN���$V�LQ�WKLV�
FDVH��D�FRXJDU�RIWHQ�FDUULHV�RU�GUDJV�LWV�NLOO�WR�D�VHFOXGHG�DUHD�WR�IHHG�RQ�WKH�YLVFHUD��QHFN��VKRXOGHUV�RU�KLQGTXDUWHUV��IUHTXHQWO\�OHDYLQJ�
GUDJ�PDUNV�DW�NLOO�VLWHV���7KH\�IUHTXHQWO\�WU\�WR�FRYHU�WKHLU�NLOOV�ZLWK�VRLO��YHJHWDWLRQ��RU�VQRZ���7KH�YLVFHUD�PD\�EH�FRYHUHG�VHSDUDWHO\�
DQG�³VFUDSHV´�RU�³VFUDWFKHV´�FRPSRVHG�RI�PRXQGV�RI�VRLO��JUDVV��RU�OHDYHV�DUH�RIWHQ�IRXQG�DURXQG�FDUFDVVHV�DQG�WUDLOV�

Noteworthy intra-oral trauma and tooth discoloration to both cougars was evident from their ensnarement and struggle to self-

H[WULFDWH�IURP�WKH�VQDUHV���7KH�H[FLVHG�WRQJXH�RI�WKH�FRXJDU��LQFOXGLQJ�LWV�ORQJ��NHUDWLQL]HG�¿OLIRUP�SDSLOODH��WKH�GHHSO\�IXUURZHG�SDODWDO�
rugae, and the teeth class characteristics will be visually compared to the human mouth and dentition.
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