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G46 Immigration-Related, Dental Age-Estimation Cases for the Del Rio and Laredo 
Sectors of the United States-Mexico Border in Texas

David R. Senn, DDS*, University of Texas HSC San Antonio, 7703 Floyd Curl Drive, Mail Code 7919, San Antonio, TX 78229-3900

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of the complexity of the illegal immigration problem as 

well as the nature and scope of immigration-related, dental age-estimation procedures performed by a forensic odontologist for a portion 

RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0H[LFR�ERUGHU�LQ�7H[DV�
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by raising awareness of one aspect of the complex and continuing 

problems confronted by multiple entities including, but not limited to, immigration and law enforcement personnel as they attempt to 

manage various problems associated with illegal border crossings.

Persons who are apprehended by federal, state, or local agencies following illegal border crossings constitute a serious problem.  

This problem has existed for many years but has changed in recent history because of (or despite) increased efforts by federal and state 

governments.  The United States government has dedicated vast resources into increasing border security over the past decades including 

DGGLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�����PLOHV�RI�ERUGHU�IHQFHV�DQG�DGGLQJ���������ERUGHU�SDWURO�SHUVRQQHO�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�RQH�VWXG\���7KDW�VDPH�VWXG\�
reports that more than $18 billion was spent on border enforcement in 2012.

A report from the Council of Foreign Relations includes information indicating that the best outside estimate is that the United States 

government’s apprehension rate has increased in recent years because of increased border security.  Others report that the problems with 

WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�HFRQRP\�KDYH�PRUH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�GHFUHDVH�LQ�LOOHJDO�ERUGHU�FURVVLQJV���0RVW�VWXGLHV�HVWLPDWH�WKDW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
QRZ�LQWHUFHGHV�LQ�DERXW�KDOI�RI�DOO�LOOHJDO�ERUGHU�FURVVLQJV�IURP�0H[LFR���0RVW�DOVR�DJUHH�WKDW�WKH�LQFHQWLYH�IRU�LOOHJDO�LPPLJUDWLRQ�LV�QRW�
going to disappear in the foreseeable future.

7KH�%RUGHU�6HFXULW\��(FRQRPLF�2SSRUWXQLW\��DQG�,PPLJUDWLRQ�0RGHUQL]DWLRQ�$FW��6�������LI�VLJQHG�LQWR�ODZ��ZLOO�HVWDEOLVK�D�����
³HIIHFWLYHQHVV�UDWH´�DV�D�JRDO�IRU�HDFK�RI�QLQH�VHSDUDWH�VHFWRUV�RI�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ERUGHU�

7KH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�UDWH�LV� WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�FDOFXODWHG�E\�GLYLGLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�DSSUHKHQVLRQV�DQG�³WXUQ�EDFNV´�LQ�D�JLYHQ�VHFWRU�
GXULQJ�D�¿VFDO�\HDU�E\�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�LOOHJDO�HQWULHV�LQ�WKDW�VHFWRU���7KH�QLQH�VHFWRUV�IURP�ZHVW�WR�HDVW�DUH�6DQ�'LHJR��(O�&HQWUR��
<XPD��7XFVRQ�� (O� 3DVR��%LJ�%HQG��'HO�5LR�� /DUHGR�� DQG�5LR�*UDQGH�9DOOH\�� �7KLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� LQFOXGHV� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� GHQWDO� DJH�
HVWLPDWLRQ�FDVHV�IRU�WKH�'HO�5LR�DQG�/DUHGR�6HFWRUV�RQO\�

The management of illegal immigrants in all sectors includes the necessity of discriminating between adult and juvenile detainees.  

Juveniles and adults are detained separately and the juvenile facilities are perceived to be preferable to the adult.  Consequently, detainees 

RI�DOO�DJHV�RIWHQ�FODLP�WR�EH�³XQGHU����´��(LJKWHHQ�LV�WKH�FXUUHQW�DJH�RI�PDMRULW\�LQ�DOO�IRXU�VWDWHV�ERUGHULQJ�0H[LFR���$EVHQW�GH¿QLWLYH�
proof of actual chronological age, immigration agencies sometimes request age estimation services from forensic odontologists to 

KHOS�WKHP�GLIIHUHQWLDWH�OLNHO\�DGXOWV�IURP�OLNHO\�MXYHQLOHV���7KH�UHFHQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�LOOHJDO�LPPLJUDWLRQ�OHYHOV�RI�\RXQJHU�MXYHQLOHV�ERWK�
accompanied and unaccompanied has generated some activity in the dental estimation of age for younger juveniles.

This presentation will describe the history, nature, and scope of the immigration-related age estimation activities of one forensic 

RGRQWRORJLVW�IURP������WKURXJK������IRU�WZR�VHFWRUV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0H[LFR�ERUGHU�LQ�7H[DV�
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