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G49 A New 12-Month, University-Based United States Fellowship Program in Forensic 
Odontology

Richard A. Weems, DMD, MS*, 592 Oakline Drive, Birmingham, AL 35226; Lee Wilson, DMD, UT Med Center Knoxville, Dept of 
General Dentistry, Medical Bldg A, Ste 340, 1930 Alcoa Highway, Knoxville, TN 37920; Michael P. Tabor, DDS, 310 23rd Avenue, 
N, Nashville, TN 37203; William M. Bass III, PhD, University of Tennessee, Dept of Anthropology, Knoxville, TN 37996; Darinka 
Mileusnic-Polchan, MD, PhD, UTMCK, Dept of Pathology, 1924 Alcoa Highway, Knoxville, TN 37920; and Murray K. Marks, PhD, 
University of Tennessee, Dept of Pathology, 1924 Alcoa Highway, Box 108, Knoxville, TN 37920

After attending this presentation, attendees will better understand traditional forensic odontological education in the United States 
and how a new full-time odontology fellowship will offer a different model of training as related to curriculum design, student assessment 
techniques, and alignment/collaborations with other forensic-related institutions and agencies.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by enhancing attendees’ abilities to critique and develop unique and 
evolving educational programs in forensic odontology.

&XUUHQWO\��REWDLQLQJ�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�UHTXLUHG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�LQ�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJ\�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LV�JDLQHG�WKURXJK�D�UHODWLYHO\�
IHZ�SURJUDP�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��QRQH�RI�ZKLFK�DUH� IXOO�WLPH�FRQWLQXDO� LQ�QDWXUH�� �'XULQJ� WKH�����V��DFTXLULQJ�RGRQWRORJ\�VNLOO� VHWV�ZDV�
EDVLFDOO\�OLPLWHG�WR�WZR�RSWLRQV�������LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQ�H[SHULHQFHG��FUHGHQWLDOHG��DQG�ZLOOLQJ�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVW�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�PHQWRU��RU��
����SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZHHN�ORQJ�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJ\�FRXUVH�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�$UPHG�)RUFHV�,QVWLWXWH�RI�3DWKRORJ\��$),3���

The mentorship model was often hit or miss in that locating such a willing and�H[SHULHQFHG�LQGLYLGXDO�ZDV�RIWHQ�GLI¿FXOW���$OVR��
PRVW�IRUHQVLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�QRZ�UHTXLUH�WKDW�DSSOLFDQWV�IRU�IXOO�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�RU�FUHGHQWLDOLQJ�VXEPLW�D�PRUH�IRUPDO�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�
FXUULFXOXP�FRQGXFWHG�E\�D�UHFRJQL]HG�DQG�FUHGHQWLDOHG�IDFXOW\���7KH�ZHLJKW�RU�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�LV�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�EDVHG�RQ�
the topics and the amount of hands-on experiences conducted by the faculty.

Unfortunately, the AFIP course is currently unavailable due to governmental budget restraints and has an uncertain future.  The loss 
of this traditional opportunity has created concern among many regarding the long-term need to create a cadre of highly-trained and 
competent forensic odontologists for the future.

Recently, there has been modest growth in training opportunities through the development of other excellent forensic odontology 
FRXUVHV�� WKRXJK�PDQ\� DUH� KHOG� ELHQQLDOO\�� �7KHVH� DUH� W\SLFDOO\� DI¿OLDWHG�ZLWK� D�PHGLFDO� H[DPLQHU¶V� RI¿FH� RU� XQLYHUVLW\�VSRQVRUHG�
SURJUDPV�ZKLFK�FRQIHU�FUHGLELOLW\���7KHVH�SURJUDPV�UDQJH�IURP�WKUHH�WR�VL[�FRQWLQXDO�GD\V�WR�D�UREXVW�³IHOORZVKLS´�SURJUDP�FRQVLVWLQJ�
of eight to nine onsite sessions lasting three to four days over a 22-month period.  These programs are continuously evaluated by the 
2GRQWRORJ\�6HFWLRQ�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV�WR�MXGJH�HDFK�FRXUVH¶V�YDOXH�LQ�DFKLHYLQJ�³IXOO�PHPEHUVKLS´�VWDWXV�
in the Academy.

5HFHQWO\��DQ�DGYLVRU\�FRPPLWWHH�ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�*HQHUDO�'HQWLVWU\�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7HQQHVVHH�0HGLFDO�&HQWHU�
to explore the possibility of creating a new forensic odontology training program and graduate curricula.  The committee included the 
&KDLU�RI�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�*HQHUDO�'HQWLVWU\��WZR�ERDUG�FHUWL¿HG�IRUHQVLF�RGRQWRORJLVWV��WZR�ERDUG�FHUWL¿HG�IRUHQVLF�DQWKURSRORJLVWV��
WKH�'HDQ�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7HQQHVVHH�0HGLFDO�&HQWHU¶V�*UDGXDWH�6FKRRO�RI�0HGLFLQH��DQG�WKH�&KLHI�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU�RI�WKH�.QR[�
County Regional Forensic Center. 

Consequently, a new program in forensic odontology has been developed and includes all of the forensic scientists mentioned 
DERYH�DV�IDFXOW\�� � ,W� LV�EDVHG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�QHZO\�FUHDWHG�'LYLVLRQ�RI�)RUHQVLF�2GRQWRORJ\�+XPDQ�,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ�LQ� WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
*HQHUDO�'HQWLVWU\�DW� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7HQQHVVHH�0HGLFDO�&HQWHU¶V�*UDGXDWH�6FKRRO�RI�0HGLFLQH�� �7KH�SURJUDP�GXUDWLRQ�LV��� WR����
months of continual graduate training involving case-based didactic lectures, demonstrations and hands-on exercises in the areas of 
GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��GLVDVWHU�YLFWLP�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SURWRFRO��ELWHPDUN�DQDO\VLV��KXPDQ�DJH�VH[�DQFHVWU\�HVWLPDWLRQ��DQG�MXULVSUXGHQFH���
$�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�WKH�SUDFWLFDO�FRPSRQHQW�RI�WKH�UHVLGHQWV¶�H[SHULHQFH�LQYROYHV�UHDO�WLPH�FDVHZRUN�WKURXJK�D�FROODERUDWLYH�HIIRUW�
with the aforementioned Forensic Center which serves approximately 20 counties in East Tennessee.  A cooperative research alliance 
KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�FUHDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7HQQHVVHH¶V�1DWLRQDO�)RUHQVLF�$FDGHP\¶V�2XWGRRU�5HVHDUFK�)DFLOLW\�LQ�2DN�5LGJH��71�

7KH�)HOORZV¶�IRXQGDWLRQDO�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VSHFL¿F�VNLOOVHWV�ZLOO�EH�FRQWLQXDOO\�DVVHVVHG�WKURXJK�OLWHUDWXUH�UHYLHZ�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��
VSHFL¿F� SURFHGXUDO� FRPSHWHQFLHV�� KLJK� VWDNHV� KDQGV�RQ� H[DPLQDWLRQV�� DQG� D� FRQWLQXLQJ� SRUWIROLR� RI� WKH� UHVLGHQWV¶� DFWXDO� IRUHQVLF�
FDVHZRUN�� �$� SURMHFW� RI� RULJLQDO� RGRQWRORJLFDO� UHVHDUFK� ZLWK� QDWLRQDO� IRUHQVLF�PHHWLQJ� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� DQG� HYHQWXDO� SXEOLFDWLRQ� ZLOO�
complete the training.
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7KH�¿UVW�)HOORZ�PDWULFXODWHG�RQ�$XJXVW���������

Forensic Odontology, Odontology Training, Case-Based Training


