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G56 Odontology Support for Humanitarian Events

James P. Fancher, DDS, PhD*, 345 Blue Lane, PO Box 682, Martindale, TX 78655

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the role of the odontologist in supporting humanitarian events.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing an analysis of the results of postmortem dental 

examinations for undocumented border crosser deaths in South Texas.  The role of the odontologist as a team member with forensic 
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by comparing antemortem and postmortem dental records.  In many humanitarian events, such as natural disasters and cases of genocide, 

standard postmortem dental records can be completed on recovered human remains, but antemortem dental records often either do not 
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odontologist may help provide enough evidence to narrow the search for an identity, exclude a potential match from existing data bases, 
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one forensic anthropology center (Texas State University).  Nearly all cases examined have full or nearly full dentitions.  Existing dental 
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with all the cases in good agreement with other anthropology age estimation techniques.  Cultural characteristics of anterior restorations 
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highly variable degrees.  Antemortem facial traumas, including fractured nasal structures and other facial bones, have also been recorded. 
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