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G6 What You See Is Not Always What You Should Believe:  A Presentation of the 
Inconsistencies Commonly Seen in Antemortem Dental Charting

Marnie L. Sperling, DMD*, 199 Pierce Street, Apt 822, Somerset, NJ 08873

After attending this presentation, attendees will gain understanding of antemortem dental charting practices and the inconsistencies, 

ERWK�LQWHQWLRQDO�DQG�XQLQWHQWLRQDO��E\�D�WUHDWLQJ�GHQWLVW�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�QHJDWLYH�HIIHFWV�RQ�WKH�GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�RI�
the deceased.1

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing examples of how charting inconsistencies, whether 

LQWHQWLRQDO� RU� XQLQWHQWLRQDO�� FDQ� KDYH� VLJQL¿FDQW� HIIHFWV� RQ� WKH� KXPDQ� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ� RI� GHQWDO� UHPDLQV� E\� IRUHQVLF� GHQWLVWV�� � 7KLV�
presentation will also strive to broaden the understanding of the importance of a systematic means to document and interpret dental 

FKDUWLQJ�LQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�D�GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�ZLOO�HPSKDVL]H�DQG�HQDEOH�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�
inconsistencies can occur, demonstrating some of the most common charting inconsistencies according to the literature.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�=DKUDQL��GHQWDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�KDV�EHFRPH�D�YLWDO�UHVRXUFH�IRU�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�RI�PDVV�GLVDVWHUV��DFWV�
RI� WHUURULVP��VHYHUH�PXWLODWLRQ��RU�EXUQLQJ�RI�ERGLHV�� �7KH� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�KDV�EHFRPH�HVVHQWLDO� IRU�ERWK� OHJDO�DQG�
humanitarian issues.2

7KH�KXPDQ�GHQWLWLRQV¶�XQLTXHQHVV�LV�ZKDW�PDNHV�LW�VXFK�D�EHQH¿W�IRU�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SXUSRVHV��WKH�GHQWLWLRQV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�VR�XQLTXH�
WKDW�FKDUWLQJ�D�SDWLHQW¶V�GHQWLWLRQ�FDQ�PDNH�SDWLHQW�GHQWDO�FKDUWLQJ�LQ�WKH�DQWHPRUWHP�VHWWLQJ�D�VRPHZKDW�VXEMHFWLYH�WDVN�WR�HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�
VFLHQWL¿F�RI�GHQWDO�SUDFWLWLRQHUV���6XFK�FKDUWLQJ�GLOHPPDV�FDQ�HYROYH�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�LUUHJXODU�WRRWK�GHYHORSPHQW��VKLIWLQJ�RI�GHQWLWLRQV��
DGDSWLYH�FKDQJHV��DQG�UHVWRUDWLYH�ZRUN�GRQH�E\�SUHYLRXV�SUDFWLWLRQHUV��

3UREOHPV� LQ� KXPDQ� GHQWDO� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ� IUHTXHQWO\� LQYROYH� WKH� ODFN� RI� DGHTXDWH� GHQWDO� FKDUWLQJ�� DV� VRPH� SUDFWLWLRQHUV� GR� QRW�
FKDUW�H[LVWLQJ�UHVWRUDWLRQV�EXW�RQO\�FKDUW�ZRUN�WR�EH�GRQH�RU�ZRUN�WKDW�ZDV�FRPSOHWHG���$V�WKH�PHGLFDO�¿HOG�LV�JUDGXDOO\�PRYLQJ�WR�
HOHFWURQLF�KHDOWK�UHFRUGV��PDQ\�GHQWDO�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�VWLOO�XWLOL]H�KDQGZULWWHQ�UHFRUGV���5DGLRJUDSKLF�LPDJLQJ�LV�DOVR�D�IDFWRU�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�
WKH�DQWHPRUWHP�GHQWDO�UHFRUGV���6RPH�SDWLHQWV�PD\�OLPLW�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�RU�HYHQ�UHIXVH�WR�KDYH�UDGLRJUDSKV�WDNHQ���6RPH�UDGLRJUDSKV�DUH�
WDNHQ�ZLWK�SRRU�DQJOLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�RU��LQ�VRPH�FDVHV��FRXOG�EH�PRXQWHG�RU�PRYHG�GLJLWDOO\�WR�DQ�LPSURSHU�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�PRXQWV�RU�
WHPSODWHV���7KH�RWKHU�PDMRU�IDFWRU�LV�KXPDQ�HUURU���+XPDQ�HUURUV�FDQ�FDXVH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�DQDO\VLV�IRU�GHQWDO�
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQV�

7KH�SUREOHPV�DQG�SRVVLEOH� LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV� WKDW�ZLOO� EH� LGHQWL¿HG� LQ� WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�FDQ� UHVXOW� LQ�GHOD\LQJ� IRU�PDQ\�KRXUV�RU�
SRVVLEO\�HYHQ�GD\V�D�SRVLWLYH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHFHDVHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURYLGH�D�JULHYLQJ�IDPLO\�FORVXUH�RI�D�ORYHG�RQH¶V�GHDWK�
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