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H105 DNA Extraction and Sample Storage Considerations for Using Metagenomic 
Sequencing Approaches to Evaluate Soil Microbial Communities Associated With 
Human Death Scenes

Sheree J. Finley, MS*, Alabama State University, 915 S Jackson Street, Montgomery, AL 36104; Jennifer L. Pechal, PhD, Michigan 
State University, 243 Natural Science Bldg, 288 Farm Lane Road, East Lansing, MI 48824; M. Eric Benbow, PhD, Michigan State 
University, Dept of Entomology & Medical Specialties, 288 Farm Lane, East Lansing, MI 48824; and Gulnaz T. Javan, PhD, Alabama 
State University, Forensic Science Program, 915 S Jackson Street, Montgomery, AL 36104

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand how to collect bacterial evidence from human cadaver-associated soils 
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This presentation will impact the forensic science community and practitioners interested in using bacterial communities found in 
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The goals of this study were to evaluate soil extraction and storage methods to determine an effective, relatively rapid, and 
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The cadaver-soil samples were obtained from cadavers placed at the outdoor research facility Freeman Ranch located at the Forensic 
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important for downstream molecular applications, which could be used to improve the estimates of postmortem timelines.  These results 
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