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H120 Marijuana Edible Consumption as a Contributing Factor in Death:  Two Cases 
and Live Anecdotal Accounts

Dawn B. Holmes, MD*, Denver OME, 660 Bannock Street, Denver, CO 80204; Meredith A. Lann, MD, Denver OME, 660 Bannock 
Street, Denver, CO 80204; Billie-Jo Naysmith, BS, State of Colorado Marijuana Enforcement Division, 455 Sherman Street, Ste 390, 
Denver, CO 80203; Sarah Urfer, MS, ChemaTox Laboratory, Inc, 5401 Western Avenue, Boulder, CO 80301; and James Louis Caruso, 
MD, OME, 660 Bannock Street, Denver, CO 80204

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better awareness of the manifestations of marijuana edibles as a possible 

contributing factor in various manners of death. 

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�DXWRSV\�¿QGLQJV�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�VXUURXQGLQJ�
WZR�GHDWKV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�PDULMXDQD�HGLEOH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�LQ�'HQYHU��&2���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DQHFGRWDO�DFFRXQWV�IURP�WKH�6WDWH�RI�&RORUDGR�
0DULMXDQD�(QIRUFHPHQW�'LYLVLRQ�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�IXUWKHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�
outcomes.

Introduction:  As of November 6, 2012, the State of Colorado approved Amendment 64 which included legislation governing 

commercial manufacturing of marijuana products and retail sales.  As a result, there has been an increase in recreational marijuana 

FRQVXPSWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�PDULMXDQD�HGLEOHV���3RSXODU�PDULMXDQD�HGLEOHV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�SXUFKDVH�LQFOXGH�FRRNLHV��FDQG\�EDUV��ULFH�FULVS\�
WUHDWV��SHDQXW�EXWWHU�FXSV��JXPP\�EHDUV��DQG�YDULRXV�SDVWULHV���&XUUHQWO\��WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�WZR�GHDWKV�LQ�'HQYHU��&2��ZKHUH�PDULMXDQD�
edible consumption played a contributing role to a variable degree in the cause of death. 

Case 1:��$����\HDU�ROG�$IULFDQ�PDOH�DQG�KLV�WKUHH�IULHQGV�UHFHQWO\�WUDYHOHG�IURP�:\RPLQJ�WR�'HQYHU��&2��IRU�VSULQJ�EUHDN�DQG�
ZHUH�UHVLGLQJ�LQ�D�KRWHO�URRP�RQ�WKH��WK�ÀRRU���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�IULHQGV��WKH�GHFHGHQW�FRQVXPHG�PDULMXDQD�FRRNLHV�DQG�VRRQ�WKHUHDIWHU�
H[KLELWHG�KRVWLOH�EHKDYLRU��SXOOLQJ�LWHPV�RII�WKH�ZDOOV��DQG�VSRNH�HUUDWLFDOO\���7KH�GHFHGHQW¶V�IULHQGV�DWWHPSWHG�WR�FDOP�KLP�GRZQ�DQG�
ZHUH�WHPSRUDULO\�VXFFHVVIXO��KRZHYHU��WKH�GHFHGHQW�WKHQ�UHSRUWHGO\�MXPSHG�RXW�RI�EHG��ZHQW�RXWVLGH�WKH�KRWHO�URRP��MXPSHG�RYHU�WKH�
EDOFRQ\�UDLOLQJ��DQG�ODQGHG�RQ�WKH�LQWHULRU�DWULXP�ÀRRU���7KH�GHFHGHQW�ZDV�SURQRXQFHG�DW�WKH�VFHQH���$XWRSV\�¿QGLQJV�LQFOXGHG�PXOWLSOH�
LQMXULHV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�D�IDOO�IURP�KHLJKW��WR[LFRORJ\�ZDV�SRVLWLYH�IRU�'HOWD���7+&�LQ�WKH�FKHVW�FDYLW\�EORRG��

Case 2:  A 44-year-old Caucasian female contacted 911 requesting assistance as her husband was acting strangely and reportedly 

KDYLQJ�KDOOXFLQDWLRQV�DIWHU�FRQVXPLQJ�PDULMXDQD�FDQG\���7KH�GHFHGHQW�UHSHDWHGO\�UHTXHVWHG�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�DVNHG�IRU�DXWKRULWLHV�WR�KXUU\�
up as her husband was retrieving a gun from the safe.  The 911 dispatcher heard a loud scream followed by the sound of a gunshot.  

$XWRSV\�¿QGLQJV�LQFOXGHG�D�FRQWDFW�UDQJH�JXQVKRW�ZRXQG�WR�WKH�ZRPDQ¶V�KHDG���7KH�GHFHGHQW¶V�WR[LFRORJ\�UHVXOWV�ZHUH�QHJDWLYH���7KH�
decedent’s husband was arrested and is currently awaiting trial.

Discussion:� � *LYHQ� WKH� UHFHQW� OHJDOL]DWLRQ� RI� UHFUHDWLRQDO� PDULMXDQD� XVH� LQ� &RORUDGR�� WKH� UHVXOWLQJ� FOLQLFDO� PDQLIHVWDWLRQV� RI�
marijuana edible consumption are more formally becoming further elucidated.  In addition to Case 1 above, anecdotal reports of post-

consumption clinical symptoms have been reported by living individuals to include paranoia, suicidal ideation, and hallucinations.  The 

possibility of these clinical symptoms playing some role as a contributing factor in a death should be considered in the appropriate 

forensic setting. 
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