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H127 Epidemiology of Suicide in Denver
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7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�WR�SURYLGH�GDWD�RI�HSLGHPLRORJLF�VLJQL¿FDQFH�UHJDUGLQJ�VXLFLGHV�LQ�'HQYHU��&2�
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing valuable information concerning an up-to-date and 

detailed analysis of suicide deaths in a large United States jurisdiction over a 14-year period.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�UHWURVSHFWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�DOO�GHDWKV�FDWHJRUL]HG�ZLWK�D�PDQQHU�RI�VXLFLGH�ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�FLW\�
DQG�FRXQW\�RI�'HQYHU��&2��IURP�-DQXDU\����������WKURXJK�$SULO�����������6XLFLGH�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�GHDWK�FDXVHG�E\�VHOI�GLUHFWHG�LQMXULRXV�
behavior with any intent to die as a result of the behavior.  Suicide is the second-leading cause of death among children, teenagers, 

DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOWV� LQ�&RORUDGR��VHFRQG�RQO\� WR�PRWRU�YHKLFOH� WUDI¿F�UHODWHG�DFFLGHQWV�� � ,W� LV� WKH� OHDGLQJ�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�E\� LQMXU\�IRU�
&RORUDGRDQV�DJHV�������\HDUV�ROG��&RORUDGR�9LROHQW�'HDWK�5HSRUWLQJ�6\VWHP����������&RORUDGR�KDV�RQH�RI�WKH�KLJKHVW�VXLFLGH�UDWHV�LQ�
WKH�FRXQWU\���2I�QRWH��WKH�VXLFLGH�UDWH�LQ�'HQYHU�LV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�HTXDO�WR�WKH�RYHUDOO�VWDWH�UDWH��

,W�LV�EHOLHYHG�WKLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�HSLGHPLRORJLF�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�GDWD�IRU�VXLFLGH�GHDWKV�LQ�'HQYHU���:LWK�LQYHVWLJDWRU�DVVLVWDQFH��DQ�LQ�
KRXVH�GDWDEDVH�TXHU\�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�IRU�DOO�GHDWKV�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�VXLFLGDO�LQ�PDQQHU��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�WRWDO�RI�������FDVHV�FROOHFWHG���7KH�
GDWD�IURP�FDVHV�ZDV�FRPSLOHG�LQWR�D�VSUHDGVKHHW���6XLFLGH�GHDWKV�ZHUH�DQDO\]HG�JLYHQ�FDWHJRULHV�DYDLODEOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GDWDEDVH��DOORZLQJ�
for comparison of age, race, gender, marital status, method used, possible contribution of ethanol and/or other substances, settings, and 

time of day of the incident.  In this presentation, an in-depth discussion about age distribution is included within each method of suicide, 

SURYLGLQJ�D�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�PHWKRG�RI�VXLFLGH�DQG�KRZ�WKH�PHWKRG�PD\�KDYH�YDULHG�RYHU�WKH�WLPH�SHULRG�H[DPLQHG���+RZ�PHWKRG�YDULHV�
ZLWK�UDFH�LV�DOVR�GLVFXVVHG���6XLFLGH�GHDWKV�UHYHDOHG�DQ�XSZDUG�WUHQG��QRWLQJ�WKDW������KDG�D�WRWDO�RI�����GHDWKV�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�VXLFLGH��
WKH�KLJKHVW�QXPEHU�RI�VXLFLGHV�IURP�������������,Q�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��KRZ�D�SHUVRQ�PD\�KDYH�RQH�RU�PRUH�ULVN�IDFWRUV�WKDW�ZRXOG�SXW�
KLP�RU�KHU�DW�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�IRU�FRPSOHWLQJ�D�VXLFLGH�LV�H[SORUHG���,Q�������WKH�'HQYHU�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�0HGLFDO�([DPLQHU�&RURQHU�EHFDPH�
PRUH�DJJUHVVLYH�LQ�WUDFNLQJ�WKHVH�ULVN�IDFWRUV���7KH�GHDWKV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�EHWWHU�DQDO\]HG�IRU�LGHQWL¿DEOH�WUHQGV�WR�
LQFOXGH�ULVN�RYHU�WLPH���3RWHQWLDO�SRLQWV�IRU�IXUWKHU�UHVHDUFK�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG��

This presentation will supply valuable information to the forensic community as it provides an up-to-date and detailed analysis of 

VXLFLGH�GHDWKV�LQ�D�ODUJH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�RYHU�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SHULRG�RI�WLPH���7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�SURYLGH�GDWD�IRU�IXUWKHU�
comparison within any notable trends in the upcoming years, and hopefully generate discussion among forensic professionals as to how 

WKH�FLW\�DQG�FRXQW\�RI�'HQYHU�FRPSDUHV�WR�RWKHU�ODUJH�XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�QDWLRQZLGH�VWDWLVWLFV��

Suicide, Epidemiology, Urban


