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The Challenges Faced in Evaluating a Death Related to Left Ventricular Assist
Device (LVAD)
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After attending this presentation, coroners and forensic pathologists will understand the appropriate process involved in the
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by raising the awareness about an option that has been recently made
developmental stages in clinical trials and in routine use.1 The limitations of the process involved in the evaluation performed at the
brief review of the types and functioning of these devices, and their therapeutic complications will also be outlined.
A 57-year-old man was transported from his residence to the nearest health care center after being found unresponsive by his spouse.
2

encephalopathy and pronounced dead after failure of resuscitation.
At autopsy, he had a 942 gram heart with concentric biventricular myocardial hypertrophy. Gross examination of the heart revealed
been reported in the literature.1 Evaluation of the heart and the device at autopsy revealed no loss of integrity of the anastomosis and

community, the major limitation for this option is the availability of donors for the procedure. The research into the development of
transplantation.

bleeding due to the formation of arteriovenous malformations in the stomach and intestines. Other reported complications include
attempting several innovations to reduce these complications.
Several challenges were experienced while evaluating the cause and manner of death in the decedent described above. While there
topic.1
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