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H146 Worked to Death:  A Detailed Discussion of At-Work Deaths in Harris County, 
Texas

Kathryn H. Haden-Pinneri, MD*, Harris Co Inst Forensic Sciences, 1885 Old Spanish Trail, Houston, TX 77054

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�RI�GHDWKV�DW�ZRUN�DQG�WKH�SURSHU�
procedures for this type of investigation.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�SURYLGLQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SURSHU�VWHSV�WR�WDNH�LQ�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
RI�DW�ZRUN�GHDWKV�DQG�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�D�WKRURXJK�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�UHJXODWRU\�
DJHQFLHV��VXFK�DV�ORFDO�2FFXSDWLRQDO�6DIHW\�DQG�+HDOWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��26+$��UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�

'HDWKV�RFFXUULQJ�DW�ZRUN�DUH�YHU\�GLVFRQFHUWLQJ�IRU�DOO�SDUWLHV�LQYROYHG���)LQGLQJ�D�FR�ZRUNHU�GHDG�RU�ZLWQHVVLQJ�DQ�DFFLGHQW�RU�
event that results in death can be emotionally traumatic.  The employer is responsible for maintaining the safety of their employees, so 

when a fatal accident occurs, they are potentially liable for the death.  Regulatory agencies are charged with monitoring and enforcing 

VDIHW\�DQG�KHDOWK�UHJXODWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUNSODFH�DQG�WKH�W\SH�RI�ZRUNSODFH�GHWHUPLQHV�ZKLFK�DJHQF\�ZLOO�EH�LQYROYHG���$�PXOWL�DJHQF\�
GHDWK�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�KDV�PDQ\�FKDOOHQJHV��LQFOXGLQJ�SURSHU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VKDULQJ���/DFN�RI�HLWKHU�PD\�UHVXOW�LQ�IXUWKHU�
harm to other employees of the business or harm to those doing the investigation and subsequent autopsy. 

+DUULV�&RXQW\��7;��ZKLFK� LQFOXGHV� WKH�FLW\�RI�+RXVWRQ��KDV����GLIIHUHQW� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV�DQG�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�DOPRVW�
����PLOOLRQ� SHRSOH� �DV� RI� WKH� �����8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� FHQVXV��� �7KH�+DUULV�&RXQW\� ,QVWLWXWH� RI� )RUHQVLF� 6FLHQFHV� �+&,)6�� LQYHVWLJDWHV�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������GHDWKV� HDFK�\HDU�� RI�ZKLFK� DSSUR[LPDWHO\������DUH� FRQVLGHUHG� WR�EH�GHDWKV� DW�ZRUN�� �2I� WKH� DW�ZRUN�GHDWKV��
approximately half are due to accidental injury and the other half due to underlying natural disease processes.  Accidental injuries can 

LQFOXGH�IDOOV�IURP�KHLJKWV��PDOIXQFWLRQLQJ�RU�LPSURSHUO\�XWLOL]HG�PDFKLQHU\��HOHFWURFXWLRQV��PRWRU�YHKLFOH�DFFLGHQWV�ZKLOH�GULYLQJ��RU�
H[SRVXUH�WR�WR[LF�FKHPLFDOV���0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�LQFLGHQWV�UHVXOW�LQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�EHLQJ�WUDQVSRUWHG�WR�WKH�KRVSLWDO��WKHUHIRUH��LW�LV�FULWLFDO�
WR�KDYH�VRPHRQH�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�VFHQH�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQW�IRU�SURSHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�DQG�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ���'HWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�WUDLQLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH�WKH�ZRUNHU�KDV�ZLWK�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�HTXLSPHQW�EHLQJ�XWLOL]HG�LV�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�FRXOG�UHYHDO�LPSURSHU�WHFKQLTXHV�EHLQJ�XWLOL]HG�
or uncover the need for better training in order to prevent further injuries.  This presentation will review some typical as well as some 

DW\SLFDO�DW�ZRUN�GHDWKV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�DW�WKH�+&,)6���,QMXULHV�GRFXPHQWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�DXWRSV\�VKRXOG�EH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�VFHQH�
photographs and investigative statements to ensure correct interpretation of the trauma. 

7R[LFRORJ\� WHVWLQJ� LV� SHUIRUPHG� RQ� DOO� DW�ZRUN� GHDWKV� UHSRUWHG� WR� WKH�+&,)6�� �7KLV� WHVWLQJ� LQFOXGHV�� EXW� LV� QRW� OLPLWHG� WR�� DQ�
DOFRKRO� VFUHHQ�DQG� IXOO�(Q]\PH�/LQNHG� ,PPXQR�6RUEHQW�$VVD\� �(/,6$�� VFUHHQ� �FRFDLQH�PHWDEROLWH�� DPSKHWDPLQHV��3KHQF\FOLGLQH�
�3&3���RSLDWHV��EHQ]RGLD]HSLQHV��PHWKDGRQH��DQG�EDUELWXUDWHV����'XH�WR�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�LQ�WKLV�UHJLRQ��VFUHHQLQJ�LV�DOVR�SHUIRUPHG�IRU�
FDULVRSURGRO�PHSUREDPDWH�DQG�PDULMXDQD�PHWDEROLWHV���2WKHU�VXEVWDQFHV�DUH�WHVWHG�IRU�DV�LQGLFDWHG�E\�WKH�VFHQH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ���+DUULV�
&RXQW\� LV� KRPH� WR�PDQ\� FKHPLFDO�PDQXIDFWXULQJ� SODQWV�� WKHUHIRUH�� VSHFL¿F� FKHPLFDO� DQDO\VHV� DUH� SHUIRUPHG� WR� LGHQWLI\� SRWHQWLDO�
H[SRVXUHV���7KH�+&,)6�KDV�D�FROODERUDWLYH�ZRUNLQJ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�ORFDO�HPHUJHQF\�UHVSRQGHUV�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�WKHLU�HPSOR\HHV�
ZKHQ�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�VFHQHV�LQYROYLQJ�SRWHQWLDOO\�KD]DUGRXV�PDWHULDOV��

3URSHU�KDQGOLQJ�RI�DW�ZRUN�GHDWKV�LV�FULWLFDO�IRU�PDQ\�UHDVRQV��QRW�WKH�OHDVW�RI�ZKLFK�LV�PRQHWDU\���7KH�SRWHQWLDO�¿QDQFLDO�FRQFHUQV�
RI�WKH�HPSOR\HU��WKH�HPSOR\HU¶V�LQVXUDQFH�FDUULHU��WKH�IDPLO\��DQG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�ZRUNPDQ¶V�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�UHLPEXUVHPHQW�PD\�DIIHFW�
the ability to conduct the investigation.  It is important to maintain a fact-based presence with all parties involved in order to obtain 

the necessary information.  Inappropriately maintained equipment found to be implicated in the death of an individual may result in 

VLJQL¿FDQW�¿QHV�DQG�UHSULPDQGV�IRU�WKH�HPSOR\HU���2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�IDPLO\�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�ZKR�KDV�DQ�DFFLGHQW�ZKLOH�LPSDLUHG�
E\�GUXJV�RU�DOFRKRO�PD\�QRW�EH�HQWLWOHG�WR�DQ\�¿QDQFLDO�UHLPEXUVHPHQW���/LWLJDWLRQ�LQ�WKHVH�LQVWDQFHV�FDQ�EH�FRVWO\��WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ��DQG�
may hinge on details or information that may not initially seem important.  Good communication with all parties involved in a timely 

fashion could help prevent additional accidents and injuries as well as potentially reducing the number of unnecessary lawsuits. 
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