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H153 Death Scene Findings Associated With Accidental Toxicity Deaths in New Mexico, 
United States, From 2010 to 2011
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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�LGHQWLI\�VSHFL¿F�VFHQH�¿QGLQJV�WKDW�DUH�GLUHFWO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DFFLGHQWDO�
WR[LFLW\�GHDWKV�LQ�1HZ�0H[LFR���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�FKDQJHV�DQG�FXUUHQW�WUHQGV�LQ�WR[LFLW\�GHDWKV�
using an evidence-based approach of more than 576 actual cases.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�SUHVHQWLQJ�DQ�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�PHWKRGRORJ\�LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�OLNHO\�
RYHUGRVH�FDVHV�EDVHG�RQ�VFHQH�¿QGLQJV�

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�VSHFL¿F�PDUNHUV�RI�WR[LFLW\�ZLOO�DOORZ�PHGLFROHJDO�GHDWK�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�DQG�RWKHU�GHDWK�VFHQH�UHVSRQGHUV�WR�PRUH�
easily triage potential overdose cases in sudden, non-violent deaths in adulthood. 

,Q� DFFLGHQWDO� RYHUGRVH� GHDWKV�� WR[LFRORJ\�ZLOO� DOZD\V� EH� FRQVLGHUHG� WKH� ¿QDO� DUELWHU�� KRZHYHU�� EHIRUH� WR[LFRORJ\� WHVWLQJ� FDQ�
XOWLPDWHO\�FRQ¿UP�RU�H[SRVH�WKH�WR[LF�QDWXUH�RI�D�GHDWK��WKHVH�FDVHV�QHHG�WR�EH�DSSURSULDWHO\�ÀDJJHG�DQG�WULDJHG�LQWR�WKH�PHGLFROHJDO�
V\VWHP���0HGLFDO�H[DPLQHUV�FRURQHUV�GHSHQG�RQ�LQLWLDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�VFHQH�¿QGLQJV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�PHGLFROHJDO�VFUXWLQ\�
WKDW�FDVHV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�� �7KH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�DSSURSULDWH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�¿QGLQJV�WKHPVHOYHV�DUH�LQWHJUDO�WR�WKH�
process that ultimately leads to these cases being autopsied and toxicology testing being performed.  The overwhelming majority of this 

information will come from observations and interviews conducted on scene.

7KH�REMHFWLYH�RI� WKLV�VWXG\�ZDV� WR� LGHQWLI\�FRPPRQ�GHDWK�VFHQH� LQGLFDWRUV�DQG�FDWDORJ�SRWHQWLDO�PDUNHUV� IRU� WR[LFLW\� IRXQG�RQ�
DFFLGHQWDO�RYHUGRVH�VFHQHV���'HDWK�VFHQH�UHSRUWV�DQG�VFHQH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQ�����XQLQWHQWLRQDO�WR[LFLW\�GHDWKV�RYHU�D�WZR�\HDU�SHULRG�
������������LQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�ZHUH�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�UHYLHZHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�VFHQH�LQGLFDWRUV�DQG�GRFXPHQW�SDWWHUQV�VXJJHVWLYH�RI�WR[LFLW\���
0RUH�WKDQ�KDOI�������RI�WKH�GHDWKV�ZHUH�GXH�WR�SUHVFULSWLRQ�GUXJV�DQG�����ZHUH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�PL[WXUH�RI�SUHVFULSWLRQ�DQG�LOOLFLW�GUXJV���
:RPHQ� UHSUHVHQWHG�PRUH� WKDQ�KDOI� ������RI� WKH�SUHVFULSWLRQ�RYHUGRVH�GHDWKV��EXW�RQO\�����RI� LOOLFLW�RYHUGRVH�GHDWKV�� �'HFHGHQWV�
G\LQJ�RI�D�SUHVFULSWLRQ�GUXJ�RYHUGRVH�ZHUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�:KLWH��QRQ�+LVSDQLFV��S���������DQG�ZHUH�DOVR�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
ROGHU�WKDQ�SHRSOH�G\LQJ�IURP�LOOLFLW�VXEVWDQFH�RYHUGRVHV��S ��������$OPRVW�RQH�WKLUG�������RI�SUHVFULSWLRQ�RYHUGRVHV�ZHUH�LQ�SHRSOH�
PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�DJH���0RUH�WKDQ�KDOI�������RI�WKHVH�GHFHGHQWV�KDG�WKUHH�RU�PRUH�SUHVFULSWLRQV�IRU�SDLQ�PHGLFDWLRQ��DQG�����
KDG�PHGLFDWLRQV�ZLWK�FRXQWV�QRW�ZLWKLQ�H[SHFWHG�OLPLWV��PDNLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�PHGLFDWLRQ�VOLJKWO\�PRUH�SUHYDOHQW�WKDQ�WDQJLEOH�HYLGHQFH�RI�
PLVXVH���'HFHGHQWV�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�VOHHS�LQ�IHZHU�WKHQ�KDOI�������RI�SUHVFULSWLRQ�RYHUGRVH�GHDWKV�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�DJH��
and evidence of tampering with the scene was found in 9% of overdoses more than 49 years of age, which was greater than in cases 49 

and younger (6.9%).

,W�ZDV�DOVR�GHWHUPLQHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFLGHQFH�RI�KLVWRU\�RI�SRWHQWLDOO\�OHWKDO�QDWXUDO�GLVHDVH�LQ�SUHVFULSWLRQ�WR[LFLW\�
GHDWKV�LQ�ROGHU�SHUVRQV������IRU�DJHV����DQG�RYHU����7KXV��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�QDWXUDO�GLVHDVH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�VROHO\�XVHG�DV�D�GLVTXDOL¿HU�
for autopsy or toxicology testing.  Even in cases with natural disease and little evidence of substance abuse, particularly in decedents 

more than 49 years of age, investigators must maintain a high index of suspicion for prescription overdose deaths if access to potentially 

abused medications is present.

The landscape of toxicity is rapidly evolving and understanding how toxicity deaths present themselves on scene provides an 

RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� UH¿QH� WKH� WULDJH� SURFHVV� XVLQJ� DQ� HYLGHQFH�EDVHG� DSSURDFK� IRU� IXWXUH� FDVHV�� ERWK� IRU� GHDWK�VFHQH� LQYHVWLJDWRUV� DQG�
SDWKRORJLVWV�� � 7KLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� ZLOO� DVVLVW� GHDWK�VFHQH� LQYHVWLJDWRUV� DQG� SDWKRORJLVWV� DOLNH� LQ� UHFRJQL]LQJ� DQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKH�
DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�VSHFL¿F�VFHQH�¿QGLQJV�DQG�DFFLGHQWDO�WR[LFLW\��
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