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H46 Mortality Related to Falls From the Balcony of Children Younger Than 18 Years 
of Age
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After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the importance of the prevention of childhood deaths due to falls.
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing data related to childhood deaths due to falls from 

balconies.
,Q� WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�� ��� FDVHV� IURP� WKH� ,VWDQEXO�0RUJXH�'HSDUWPHQW¶V� DUFKLYH�RI�YLFWLPV� OHVV� WKDQ����\HDUV�ROG�ZKR� IHOO� IURP�

EDOFRQLHV�ZHUH�DQDO\]HG�DQG�FRPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�UHSRUWV�LQ�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�IRU�DJH��VH[��FDXVH�RI�GHDWK��WLPH�RI�\HDU��KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ�SHULRG��
DXWRSV\�¿QGLQJV��WR[LFRORJ\�UHVXOWV��DQG�UHOHYDQW�VRFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV���6LPLODU�WR�GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�UDQN�IDOOV�DV�WKH�IRXUWK�
OHDGLQJ�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�LQ�FKLOGUHQ��IDOOV�DUH�D�PDMRU�SUREOHP�LQ�7XUNH\�1  Falls account for 5.9% of all childhood deaths.2  Childhood falls 
are the source of 25%-34% of emergency responses in Unites States.3��2QH�VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�7XUNH\�IRXQG�WKDW�������RI�DOO�GHDWKV�
RFFXUULQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI�]HUR�WR�WHQ�\HDUV�DUH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�D�IDOO�IURP�D�EDOFRQ\��ZLWK�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�LQFUHDVLQJ�HDFK�\HDU�4,5  In 
D�VWXG\�E\�<D\FL�HW�DO��LQ�,VWDQEXO��IDOOV�UDQNHG�IRXUWK�DQG�UHSUHVHQWHG�������RI�DOO�WUDXPD�UHODWHG�GHDWKV�UHSRUWHG�GXULQJ�����������6 

7KLV�VWXG\�UHWURVSHFWLYHO\�DQDO\]HG����DXWRSVLHV�SHUIRUPHG�GXULQJ�����������LQ�WKH�,VWDQEXO�PRUJXH�LQ�ZKLFK�D�IDOO�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�
GHDWK�RI�D�FKLOG�OHVV�WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�DJH���7KLV�DQDO\VLV�LQFOXGHG�HDFK�YLFWLP¶V�DJH��VH[��FDXVH�RI�GHDWK��WLPH�RI�\HDU��KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ�
SHULRG��SK\VLFDO�¿QGLQJV�DW�DXWRSV\��DQG�WR[LFRORJLFDO�IDFWV���(LJKWHHQ�FDVHV���������RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�IHPDOH�DQG������������ZHUH�
male.  The youngest victim was 11 months old and the oldest was 17 years, 11 months old.  The cause of death in 31 (91.2%) of the 
cases was extensive body trauma and in three cases (8.8%) death was reportedly due to blunt force head trauma.  While there was 
QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�ZKHUH������������RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�KDG�IDOOHQ��WKHUH�ZDV�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�WKDW�¿YH�RI�WKH�
victims had fallen from the 5th�ÀRRU�EDOFRQ\���7KH�ORZHVW�KHLJKW�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�ÀRRU�DQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�WR�EH�D��th�ÀRRU�EDOFRQ\���
'LVWULEXWLRQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WLPH�RI�\HDU�ZKHQ�WKH�GHDWKV�RFFXUUHG�VKRZHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWH�RI�IDOOV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�VXPPHU��Q ����DQG�WKH�
ORZHVW�LQ�ZLQWHU��Q �����7KH�PD[LPXP�GXUDWLRQ�RI�KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�WR�EH����GD\V�DQG������������RI�WKH�FDVHV�KDG�QR�UHFRUG�
RI�KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ�DW�DOO���7R[LFRORJLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�ZDV�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�LQ������������RI�WKH�FDVHV�ZKLOH�WKUHH��������FDVHV�ZHUH�SRVLWLYH�
IRU�WKHUDSHXWLF�OHYHOV�RI�PHGLFDWLRQ��RQH��������FDVH�ZDV�SRVLWLYH�IRU�HWKDQRO�DQG�RQH��������ZDV�SRVLWLYH�IRU�Q�EXWDQH��

0DQ\�VWXGLHV�KDYH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�IDWDOLWLHV�GXH�WR�IDOOV�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�PRQWKV�LV�EHFDXVH�FKLOGUHQ�
use balconies more often during the warm season.7  Reports prepared by American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on Injury and 
Poisoning Prevention discuss in detail measures and recommendations on ways to reduce falls from windows, balconies, and rooftops.8  
From a social perspective, to reduce the number of fall-related deaths, various public-awareness training programs should be prepared.  
Additionally, building-code regulations related to safety should be broadened and enforced.
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