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H5 Death Due to a Congenital Vascular Anomaly of Pulmonary Hamartoma Type:  
Malpractice or Tragic Fatality?
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After attending this presentation, attendees will understand more about the relevant role of forensic investigation in medical liability 

evaluations.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by serving as a case study in which it was possible to attribute a 

patient’s death during a routine medical procedure to a rare disease rather than to the medical procedure as had been previously thought.

7KH�JRDO�RI� WKLV�VWXG\�LV� WR�FRPSUHKHQVLYHO\�FKDUDFWHUL]H�UHOHYDQW�IRUHQVLF�IHDWXUHV��ZKLFK�PD\�EHFRPH�LPSRUWDQW� LQ�UHVROYLQJ�
forensic cases.

,Q�WKH�OHJDO�PHGLFLQH�¿HOG��FDVHV�WKDW�VHHP�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�FDQ�RIWHQ�KLGH�UDULWLHV�WKDW�FDQ�DOWHU�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ���
This can sometimes occur during malpractice investigations.  In such circumstances, apart from the normal individual variables, the fatal 

RXWFRPH�RI�D�PHGLFDO�SURFHGXUH�PD\�EH�GXH�WR�D�UDUH�GLVHDVH�WKDW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GLDJQRVH�DQG�ZKRVH�HYROXWLRQ�PD\�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�SUHGLFW��
A case is reported of a 49-year-old man who died in a hospital due to a pulmonary hemorrhage during an instrumental examination 

�EURQFKRVFRS\��SHUIRUPHG� WR�GH¿QH�D�SUHYLRXVO\� LGHQWL¿HG�PDVV� LQ� WKH� ULJKW� OXQJ�� �7KH�PDJLVWUDWH� UHTXLUHG�DQ�DXWRSV\� WR�HYDOXDWH�
whether the doctor who had performed the bronchoscopy was liable for malpractice. 

([DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDGDYHU�UHYHDOHG�D�PDUNHG�DQDWRPLFDO�DOWHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULJKW�OXQJ��ZKLFK�ZDV�PXFK�VPDOOHU�LQ�VL]H�DQG�YROXPH�
than the left lung.  The entire parenchyma showed a denser consistency.  Opening of the trachea and bronchi revealed the presence of 

PDQ\�EORRG�FORWV�ELODWHUDOO\�� �0RUHRYHU�� LQ� WKH�SUR[LPDO�SRUWLRQ�RI� WKH�ULJKW�EURQFKXV�� LPPHGLDWHO\�EHIRUH�WKH�ELIXUFDWLRQ��D�GHQVH��
FRQJHVWHG�FDSLOODU\�QHWZRUN�ZDV�HYLGHQW�RQ�WKH�HQGROXPLQDO�VXUIDFH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��RQ�WKH�H[WHUQDO�VXUIDFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VXSHULRU�DQG�WKH�
PHGLDO�ULJKW�EURQFKL��D�PDVV�FRXOG�EH�VHHQ��QRW�SURWUXGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�OXPHQ�EXW�ZLWK�D�ULFK�YDVFXODUL]DWLRQ��WKDW�ZDV�SDUWLDOO\�IXVHG�WR�WKH�
EURQFKLDO�ZDOO���$FFXUDWH�PDFURVFRSLF�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULJKW�OXQJ��DIWHU�¿[DWLRQ�LQ�IRUPDOLQ��GHPRQVWUDWHG�D�WKLFN�WDQJOH�RI�YHVVHOV�LQ�
the cricoid cartilage region, extending distally deep down to the level of the pericardial sac. 

+LVWRORJLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�WKH�PDVV�ZDV�QRW�D�WXPRU�EXW�D�FRQJHQLWDO�YDVFXODU�DQRPDO\�RI�WKH�KDPDUWRPD�W\SH���
7KLV� LV� D� UDUH�¿QGLQJ� WKDW�� RZLQJ� WR� LWV� LQWULQVLF�PRUSKRORJLF�VWUXFWXUDO� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� �WRUWXRXV�YHVVHOV� FRQWHQW�� WKLQ� DQHXU\VPDWLF�
walls), had lacerated simply in response to the rise in pressure induced by insertion of the bronchoscope in the bronchial tree, causing 

copious bleeding that led to the patient’s death from asphyxia due to internal volume overload.

Before the cause of death had been determined, public opinion had unanimously attributed the death to medical error.  A routine 

SUDFWLFH�OLNH�EURQFKRVFRS\�VKRXOG�QRW�FDXVH�GHDWK��WKHUHIRUH��WKH�GRFWRU�PXVW�KDYH�PDGH�D�VHULRXV�PLVWDNH���)RUWXQDWHO\��WKH�DXWRSV\�QRW�
only demonstrated the cause of death but also revealed a rare congenital lung disease. 

7KHUH�LV�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�WHQGHQF\�WR�EODPH�WKH�GRFWRU�IRU�PHGLFDO�IDLOXUHV��LI�WKLV�LV�QRW�UHVWUDLQHG��LW�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�³GHIHQVLYH´�PHGLFLQH��
ultimately harming patients, overall. 

This presentation will impact the forensic community by underlining the importance of forensic investigations and their correlations 

ZLWK�DQDWRPR�SDWKRORJLFDO�¿QGLQJV�
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