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Re-Entrance in the Arm
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Lille Cedex, Nord 59037, FRANCE; Yann Delannoy, MD, Forensic Taphonomy Unit, Rue André Verhaeghe, Lille 59000, FRANCE; and 
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After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better appreciation of unusual bullet paths in forensic practice, illustrated by 

D�UH�HQWUDQFH�ZRXQG�LQ�WKH�DUP��FRPLQJ�IURP�D�VKRW�LQ�WKH�KHDG�ZKLFK�WKHQ�H[LWHG�WKURXJK�D�QDWXUDO�ERG\�RUL¿FH�
This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing an original example of a complex suicide following a 

homicide, with multiple gunshot wounds in the head, a re-entrance wound in the arm, and no visible exit wound.

+RPLFLGH�VXLFLGH�LV�D�SDUWLFXODU�IRUP�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�YLROHQFH��LW�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�DFW�RI�KRPLFLGH�IROORZHG�E\�VXLFLGH�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU���
+RPLFLGHV�IROORZHG�E\�VXLFLGH�SDWWHUQV�GLIIHU�IURP�ERWK�KRPLFLGHV�DQG�VXLFLGHV�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\���,Q�)UDQFH��D�KRPLFLGH�VXLFLGH�GRHV�QRW�
IUHTXHQWO\�UHVXOW�LQ�D�FKDUJH�RU�WULDO���,Q�WKLV�FDVH��WKH�¿QGLQJV�DW�WKH�FULPH�VFHQH�LQLWLDOO\�OHG�WR�D�GRXEOH�KRPLFLGH�VXVSLFLRQ�GXH�WR�WKH�
presence of multiple gunshot wounds. 

$����\HDU�ROG�PDQ��KLV�ZLIH��DQG�WKHLU�GRJ�ZHUH�IRXQG�GHDG�DW�KRPH���+H�ZDV�O\LQJ�RQ�KLV�EHG�LQ�D�VXSLQH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�WKUHH�JXQVKRW�
entrance wounds, one on the forehead, one next to the left temporal point, and one in the right arm.  An unregistered .22 LR handgun 

(next to the bed, on his right side) and multiple fresh bloodstains were found in the bedroom.  The wife was lying in a semi-supine 

SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�WKHLU�OLYLQJ�URRP�LQ�D�IUHVK�SRRO�RI�EORRG�ZLWK�D�JXQVKRW�HQWUDQFH�ZRXQG�RQ�WKH�YHUWH[�DQG�QR�H[LW�ZRXQG���1R�
medical history was documented for either of them.  Their dog also had a gunshot wound at the top of the head with no exit wound.

$�UDGLRORJLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DQG�DXWRSV\�RI�WKH�PDQ�LGHQWL¿HG�WZR�EXOOHWV��RQH�QH[W�WR�WKH�&��YHUWHEUD�DQG�RQH�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�DUP���
7KUHH�EXOOHW�WUDMHFWRULHV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG���7KH�IRUHKHDG�ZRXQG�KDG�D�FORVH�UDQJH�¿ULQJ�DVSHFW��ZLWK�VRRW�GHSRVLWLRQV�DQG�D�VWDU�VKDSHG�
laceration.  The bullet’s trajectory was through the frontal bone, the ethmoid, and the pharynx.  The path from the left temporal entrance 

wound was through the frontal bone, the cribriform plate of the ethmoid, and the nasal septum.  The second bullet was found in the 

VXEFXWDQHRXV� DUHD� RI� WKH� ULJKW� DUP�� �7KH� WKUHH� FXWDQHRXV�ZRXQGV�ZHUH� FRQ¿UPHG� DV� JXQVKRW� HQWUDQFH�ZRXQGV� E\� D� SDWKRORJLVW¶V�
examination.  No other bullet was found at the crime scene or in the corpse.  The entrance wound in the left arm was considered to be a 

UH�HQWUDQFH�ZRXQG�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�OHIW�WHPSRUDO�WUDMHFWRU\�WKURXJK�D�QDWXUDO�ERG\�RUL¿FH���WKH�QRVWULO���,Q�WKLV�K\SRWKHVLV��WKH�GHFHGHQW�
would have had his right arm wrapped around his face while he was shooting himself with his left hand.  The toxicological analysis for 

DOO�RI�WKH�VWDQGDUG�VDPSOHV�ZDV�QHJDWLYH���$IWHU�FRPSOHWH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��WKH�PDQQHU�RI�GHDWK�ZDV�FODVVL¿HG�DV�VXLFLGH�IRU�WKH�PDQ�DQG�
homicide for the woman.

This case shows the importance of an open mind during the interpretation of bullet wounds paths, especially in complex cases 

VXFK�DV�WKLV�RQH���0XOWLSOH�HQWUDQFH�ZRXQGV�LQ�WKH�KHDG�DQG�RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV�PLJKW�EH�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�DSSHDU�WR�EH�VXVSHFWHG�
homicide.
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