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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�DQ�DW\SLFDO�PHWKRG�RI�DXWRHURWLF�GHDWK�E\�VHOI�LQÀLFWLRQ�GXH�WR�ERG\�
wrapping in a plastic curtain.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�SURYLGLQJ�GDWD�FRQFHUQLQJ�DQ�DW\SLFDO�PHWKRG�RI�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�
asphyxia and the multidisciplinary approach to identify the causes and time-of-death.

Autoerotic accidental deaths are deaths occurring during solitary sexual rituals used to enhance sexual excitement.  The majority 

of these fatalities involve the use of some type of apparatus that can enhance the sexual stimulation of the person, causing unintentional 

GHDWK���+DQJLQJ�RU�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�VXIIRFDWLRQ�DUH�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�IRUPV�RI�DXWRHURWLF�DFFLGHQWDO�GHDWK��
,Q�PDQ\�FDVHV��WKH�GLDJQRVLV�RI�DXWRHURWLF�DFFLGHQWDO�GHDWKV�KDV�EHHQ�FRQWURYHUVLDO�DQG�VRPH�FDVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�FODVVL¿HG�DV�VXLFLGHV�

with unusual features, rather than life-threatening accidents caused by sexual practices.  The vast majority of autoerotic deaths are due 

to autoerotic asphyxia by hanging or by plastic bags (70% to 80%) and/or chemical substances (10% to 30%), but in approximately 5% 

to 10% of cases, atypical methods of autoerotic deaths are encountered (e.g., electrocution, overdressing/body-wrapping, foreign body 

insertion, and atypical methods of asphyxia).

In the present case, a 39-year-old man was found dead in his own apartment during the month of June, 2014, in Turin in northwest 

,WDO\���7KH�GRRU�RI�WKH�DSDUWPHQW�ZDV�ORFNHG�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH�DQG�QR�VLJQV�RI�IRUFHG�HQWU\�ZHUH�REVHUYHG���7KH�FRUSVH�ZDV�IRXQG�RQ�D�
bed, completely wrapped in a plastic curtain (typically used for showers).  Both ends of the curtain were tied together, one end from 

the outside and the other end from the inside where the head was located.  The curtain was laterally heat-sealed together using a hair 

VWUDLJKWHQHU�WKDW�ZDV�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�FORVH�WR�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�HPSW\�EHHU�ERWWOHV�
7KH�ERG\�LQVLGH�WKH�VHDOHG�SODVWLF�FXUWDLQ�ZDV�IRXQG�QDNHG�DQG�LQ�D�VXSLQH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�DUPV�UDLVHG�DERYH�WKH�KHDG���$�SODVWLF�

wrap was repeatedly rolled around his abdomen and three pieces of adhesive tape were tied to his penis.  The body was highly decayed 

ZLWK�ERG\�ÀXLGV�VSUHDG�RYHU�WKH�EHG�DQG�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU���$VVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKLV�GHFRPSRVLWLRQ�ZHUH�EORZ�À\��Calliphora vicina Robineau-

'HVYRLG\��'LSWHUD��&DOOLSKRULGDH��ODUYDH�DQG�SXSDH�ERWK�LQVLGH�DQG�RXWVLGH�WKH�VHDOHG�SODVWLF�FXUWDLQ��
7KH�GHDWK�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�DQ�DXWRHURWLF�DFFLGHQWDO�GHDWK�E\�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�DVSK\[LD�DQG�QRW�D�VXLFLGH��HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�ZDV�GHWHUPLQHG�

that the subject was suffering some depression after he lost his job.  In the context of this situation, the minimum time since death was 

established using the insects found on the body and in the surrounding area.
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