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H59 When Life Makes No Sense — Suicide by More Than 150 Stab and Incised 
Wounds With Atypical Features
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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQ�GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�VXLFLGH�ZKHQ�
atypical sharp-force fatalities occur.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by demonstrating the relevance of a concrete methodological 

approach when the circumstances surrounding death are not clear.  In these cases, a complete crime scene investigation should be always 

performed, followed by an autopsy examination and laboratory analyses.

'HDWKV�GXH�WR�VKDUS�IRUFH�LQMXULHV�DUH�OHVV�FRPPRQ�WKDQ�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�YLROHQW�GHDWK���7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�PDQQHU�RI�GHDWK�
associated with sharp force trauma is homicide, followed by suicide, while accidental fatalities are relatively rare.  When a sharp force 

fatality with atypical features occurs, identifying the correct manner of death can be challenging for the forensic pathologists.  At 

WKH�FULPH�VFHQH��D�ODUJH�DPRXQW�RI�EORRG�LV�XVXDOO\�IRXQG�GXH�WR�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�EORRG�ORVV�IURP�WKH�VNLQ�LQMXULHV���6HYHUDO�IHDWXUHV�WR�
distinguish between homicide and suicide are described in literature.  The absence of the weapon, the presence of defensive wounds, and 

QRUPDOO\�ZRUQ�FORWKHV�DUH�VXJJHVWLYH�RI�KRPLFLGH���7KH�ZHDSRQ�DW�WKH�FULPH�VFHQH�DQG�QHDU�WKH�ERG\��KHVLWDWLRQ�PDUNV��DQG�XQGUHVVLQJ�
are commonly related to suicide.  Sometimes, it is possible for homicidal cases to have injuries that are indistinguishable from hesitation 

PDUNV�
$�FDVH�RI�DW\SLFDO�VKDUS�IRUFH�VXLFLGDO�GHDWK�LV�SUHVHQWHG���$���±\HDU�ROG�:KLWH�PDOH�ZDV�IRXQG�XQUHVSRQVLYH�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�RI�

KLV�ÀDW��LQ�D�VXSLQH�SRVLWLRQ���$�SRRO�RI�EORRG�VXUURXQGHG�WKH�ERG\��VKRZLQJ�QR�VLJQV�RI�VOLGLQJ�RU�VSODVKLQJ���7KH�SRVWPRUWHP�FKDQJHV�
were consistent with a time of death of approximately six hours before the discovery of the corpse.  Clothes were worn only on the lower 

OLPEV���2Q�WKH�ERG\�VXUIDFHV��PXOWLSOH��ZLGHVSUHDG�VKDUS�IRUFH�LQMXULHV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG���1HDU�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG��D�NLWFKHQ�NQLIH�ZDV�SUHVHQW���
'XULQJ�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KRXVH��PXOWLSOH�ERWWOHV�RI�SV\FKRDFWLYH�GUXJV�ZHUH�IRXQG���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�
parents, he had a history of bipolar disorder but no previous attempts of suicide were reported.  No suicide note was found.

0RUH�WKDQ�����LQMXULHV��ZLGHVSUHDG�VWDE�DQG�LQFLVHG�ZRXQGV��ZHUH�SUHVHQW��LQYROYLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�ERG\�UHJLRQV���0RVW�RI�WKH�ZRXQGV�
ZHUH�LQFLVHG�ZRXQGV���2Q�WKH�EDFN��PRUH�WKDQ����LQFLVHG�ZRXQGV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW��HYHQ�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�QHFN���$W�WKH�LQWHUQDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ��
WKH�VL[�GHHSHVW�ZRXQGV�WKDW�SHQHWUDWHG�WKH�ERG\�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG���2Q�WKH�ULJKW�VXSUDFODYLFXODU�UHJLRQ��RQH�OHVLRQ�ZHQW�GHHS�LQVLGH�WKH�VRIW�
WLVVXH�RI�WKH�QHFN�DQG�LQYROYHG�WKH�H[WHUQDO�MXJXODU�YHLQ���8SRQ�D�OD\HUHG�in situ�GLVVHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�DQWHULRU�QHFN�VWUXFWXUHV��D�KHPRUUKDJH�
in the soft tissue surrounding the affected vessel was observed.  On the left hemithorax, one lesion penetrated the thoracic cavity and 

perforated a rib, but no injuries to the internal organs were present.  On the abdomen, four lesions penetrated the abdominal cavity and 

two of these injured the small intestine and the right common iliac artery.  Toxicological analyses were negative for alcohol, medical 

GUXJV��DQG�GUXJV�RI�DEXVH���$��'�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�G\QDPLF�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�XVLQJ�WKH��'�UHQGHULQJ�VRIWZDUH�3RVHU�'HEXW® on a 

0DF26;® computer.

'HVSLWH�WKH�VFHQH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�DQG�VHYHUDO�DVSHFWV�WKDW�ZHUH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�D�VXLFLGDO�GHDWK��WKH�SUHVHQWHG�FDVH�FRPELQHG�VHYHUDO�
DW\SLFDO�DVSHFWV���WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQMXULHV�²�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�����FRQVLGHULQJ�FDVHV�RI�UHSHDWHG�LQFLVHG�ZRXQGV�WR�WKH�VNLQ��
WKH�VLWH�RI�VRPH�ZRXQGV�ZDV�QRW�FRPPRQ��H�J���OHVLRQV�REVHUYHG�RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�QHFN�DQG�WKH�WRUVR���WKHUH�ZDV�D�SHUIRUDWLRQ�RI�RQH�
ULE�E\�WKH�NQLIH��WKH�WR[LFRORJLFDO�DQDO\VHV�ZHUH�QHJDWLYH��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�PDQLF�SV\FKRVLV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�
G\VSKRULD�DQG�SDUDQRLD�DQG�ZDV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�NLOO�KLPVHOI��GHVSLWH�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�IHHO�SDLQ�IURP�WKH�VHOI�LQÀLFWHG�LQMXULHV��

6XLFLGHV� LQYROYLQJ� D� ODUJH� QXPEHU� RI� VKDUS� IRUFH� LQMXULHV� KDYH� EHHQ� GHVFULEHG�� KRZHYHU�� ZKHQ� DW\SLFDO� IHDWXUHV� DUH� SUHVHQW��
GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�KRPLFLGH�DQG�VXLFLGH�FDQ�EH�GLI¿FXOW���,Q�VXFK�FDVHV��WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�DOO�DYDLODEOH�GDWD�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�¿QG�WKH�
correct manner of death.

Suicide, Stab Wounds, Incised Wounds


