
* Presenting Author

Pathology/Biology Section - 2015

Copyright 2015 by the AAFS. Unless stated otherwise, noncommercial photocopying of editorial published in this periodical is permitted by AAFS. 

Permission to reprint, publish, or otherwise reproduce such material in any form other than photocopying must be obtained by AAFS. 

873

H63 A Bizarre Way to Kill the Ex-Wife: Two Knives Buried in the Chest, Two 
Additional Knives, and a Screwdriver Implanted in the Thorax

Joao E.S. Pinheiro, MD*, Instituto Nac Medicina Legal e Ciências Forenses, Largo da Sé Nova, Coimbra 3000-213, PORTUGAL; 
Antonio Padilha, Inst. Nacional de Medicina Legal e Ciencias Forens, Largo da Sé Nova, Coimbra 3000-213, PORTUGAL; Maria 
Moura, Largo da Sé Nova, 3000-213, Coimbra, PORTUGAL; and Samantha Wijerathna, No 111, Francis Road, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka, 
-PR�2I¿FH��1�&RORPER�7HDFKLQJ�+RVSLWDO��5DJDP��&RORPER��65,�/$1.$

After attending this presentation, attendees will better understand lesional pattern caused by a combination of sharp and blunt 

weapons used in domestic violence.  This presentation also highlights the importance of a complete autopsy in order to accurately 

determine the cause and manner of death.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by applying an in situ, step-by-step, dissection technique in order 

to preserve, observe, and evaluate penetrating injuries.  Furthermore, emphasis is given to the fact that the internal examination often 

DGGV�UHOHYDQW�DQG�XQH[SHFWHG�GDWD��IRU�H[DPSOH��WR�ZKDW�ZDV�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�D�FODUL¿HG�DQG�XQGRXEWHG�KRPLFLGH���7KLV�FDVH�VKRXOG�DOVR�
DOHUW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�IRUPV�RI�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�²�VRPHWLPHV�EUXWDO�DQG�EL]DUUH�DQG�RIWHQ�XQH[SHFWHG�

The body of a 47-year-old woman, divorced and living with her son, was found inside their new house with multiple cuts and stab 

ZRXQGV���7KLV�ZDV�IROORZLQJ�RQH�RI�KHU�H[�KXVEDQG¶V�RFFDVLRQDO�YLVLWV��ZKLFK�ZDV�LQWHQGHG�WR�DVVLVW�KHU�LQ�KRXVH�KROG�ZRUN���7ZR�NQLYHV�
and a screwdriver were found in situ, penetrating the front of the chest.

'XH�WR�WKH�PXOWLSOLFLW\�RI�WKH�LQMXULHV�DQG�WKH�in situ position of the weapons, a different dissection technique was adopted in order 

WR�SUHVHUYH�DQG�LQWHUSUHW�HDFK�SDWK��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�VWDE�ZRXQGV���7KH�QHFN�LQFLVLRQ�ZDV�PDGH�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�RULJLQDO�LQMXULHV�
were preserved and the internal examination of the thorax was performed while the weapons, visible externally, were still in situ for as 

long as possible.

'XULQJ�WKH�DXWRSV\��WKH�H[WHUQDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�VKRZHG�PXOWLSOH�LQMXULHV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV��FXW�VWDE�ZRXQGV��EOXQW�DQG�VKDUS�EOXQW��LQ�
WKH�QHFN�DQG�WKRUD[�ZKLFK�UHYHDOHG�H[WUHPH�YLROHQFH���7KH�QHFN�LQMXULHV�ZHUH�H[WHQVLYH�DQG�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GHVFULEH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�PDVVLYH�
GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VXSHU¿FLDO�DQG�GHHS�DQDWRPLFDO�VWUXFWXUHV���,QWHUQDOO\��LW�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKH�WKRUD[�ZDV�SHQHWUDWHG�E\�WKH�VFUHZGULYHU�
DQG�WKH�WZR�NQLIH�EODGHV�ZKLFK�ZKHUH�FRPSOHWHO\�LQVLGH�WKH�WKRUDFLF�FDYLW\���6XUSULVLQJO\��ZKHQ�WKH�WKRUD[�ZDV�RSHQHG��WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�
PRUH�NQLYHV�LQVLGH��RQH�ZLWK�D�VHUUDWHG�EODGH�DQG�D�FOHDQ�HGJH�DQG�RQH�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�OHIW�OXQJ�

All the injuries were assessed, the paths of the blades were described, and a comparison between the injuries and the shapes of 

EODGHV�ZDV�PDGH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�WKRVH�LQMXULHV�ZHUH�LQÀLFWHG�
This case highlights how a different approach to the autopsy technique would enhance the interpretation of injury patterns, especially 

when multiple weapons are used in combination.  It is clear that, despite the importance of the information collected in the external 

H[DPLQDWLRQ��WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKH�FRUSVH�SURYLGHG�XQH[SHFWHG�¿QGLQJV�HYHQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ZHDSRQV���,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�
that even though multiple weapons were used in this case, none of them penetrated the heart and the cause of death was determined as 

KHPRUUKDJLF�VKRFN�GXH�WR�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�PXOWLSOH�VKDUS�DQG�EOXQW�WUDXPD�

Multiple Knives, Screwdriver and Knives In Situ, Stab and Sharp Blunt Injuries


