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H64 Homicide or Suicide?  A Case Report of an Atypical Hanging

Furio Martino Patete*, Viale degli Aviatori, 1 C/O Medicina Legale, Ospedale C.D’avanzo, Foggia 71121, ITALY; Lucia Lops, MD, 
Viale degli Aviatori 1, C/O Medicina Legale, Ospedale C. D’Avanzo, Foggia 71121, ITALY; Francesco Sessa, BS, Ospedale Colonnello 
D’Avanzo, Viale degli Aviatori 1, Foggia 71100, ITALY; Sara Vita, MD, Viale degli Aviatori 1, Foggia 71100, ITALY; and Margherita 
Neri, MD, PhD, University of Foggia, Dept Forensic Pathology, Viale degli Aviatori 1, Foggia 71100, ITALY

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the distinction between suicide and homicide in cases of hanging.  This 

presentation describes a case of hanging in which the crime scene was previously tampered with by the victim with the intent to simulate 

an execution in order to collect life insurance compensation.  Characteristics of injuries, circumstances (for example, the victim’s 

psychiatric disorders), and data collected from a detailed investigation of the scene as well as a complete postmortem examination 

including a toxicological analysis generally represent the major diagnostic criteria to determine the correct diagnosis.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by outlining a complete methodological approach to interpretations of 

the summary of evidence that can contribute to the correct differential diagnosis between hanging or execution.  A complete crime scene 
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Case Report:��$����\HDU�ROG�PDQ�ZDV�IRXQG�OLIHOHVV�KDQJLQJ�IURP�D�URSH�ZUDSSHG�DURXQG�KLV�QHFN�DQG�DQFKRUHG�RQ�WKH�EDOFRQ\�
UDLOLQJ� RI� KLV� RI¿FH�� �7KH� IRUHQVLF� SDWKRORJLVW�ZDV� DOHUWHG� E\� WKH� SURVHFXWLQJ� RI¿FHU� DQG� D� GHWDLOHG� FULPH� VFHQH� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZDV�
SHUIRUPHG���7KH�RI¿FH�ZDV�LQ�FOHDU�VWDWH�RI�GLVDUUD\���7KHUH�ZHUH�IRXU�RYHUWXUQHG�FKDLUV�DQG�PDQ\�GRFXPHQWV�VFDWWHUHG�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�
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DORQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�OLJDWXUH�PDUN�RI�WKH�QHFN���6XE�FRQMXQFWLYDO�KHPRUUKDJLF�SHWHFKLDH�ZHUH�DOVR�UHFRUGHG���3ROLFH�RI¿FHUV�
related that the man phoned his girlfriend and alerted her that he was meeting someone concerning some job-related trouble and that 

he was worried about his safety because of this appointment.  The prosecutor expressly requested a complete autopsy to determine the 

cause and manner of death. 

Two days later, a postmortem computed tomography scan was performed.  It excluded bone and visceral injuries and no traces 

RI�YLROHQFH�RQ�WKH�FRUSVH�ZHUH�GHWHFWHG���7KH�DXWRSV\�ZDV�XQUHPDUNDEOH�H[FHSW�IRU�D�PLOG�KHPRUUKDJLF�LQ¿OWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�OHIW�VLGH�RI�
QHFN�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�PLOG�PXVFOH�¿EHU�UXSWXUH���0LOG�FHUHEUDO�DQG�SXOPRQDU\�HGHPD�ZLWK�ZKLWH�IRDP�LQ�WKH�PDLQ�EURQFKL�ZHUH�DOVR�
described.  Pulmonary edema, congestion, and focal compensatory emphysema were recorded at microscopic analysis.  Toxicological 
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a suicide as a homicide is uncommon.  In this case, the crime scene was tampered with in order to stage the death as a homicide.  The 

police investigations revealed that the man subscribed to a life insurance policy that was valid in case of homicide.  Furthermore, after a 

GHWDLOHG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��D�UHFHLSW�LVVXHG�IRU�WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�WKH�URSH�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�DW�WKH�KRPH�RI�WKH�YLFWLP��FRQ¿UPLQJ�WKH�K\SRWKHVLV�
of suicide. 
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