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H70 Savage Murder:  Mutilation and Dismemberment — Why, When, and Where?

Baiyang Xu, MD*, Allegheny County MEO, 1520 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

The goal of this presentation is to illustrate an unusual case of homicide with dismemberment and to highlight some of the challenges 

of investigating and examining such cases.

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQ�HYDOXDWLQJ�KRPLFLGHV�ZLWK�PXWLODWLQJ�
injuries, as well as offer insight into the possible racial motivations which underlie such gruesome crimes.  Attendees will also gain a 

greater comprehension of how the examination/investigation can be confounded by the different environmental conditions in which 

body parts may be found, which may result in postmortem artifact and may obscure the lesions associated to the immediate cause of 

death.

Case Report:  On February 14, 2011, the mother of a 23-year-old African American man reported her son missing after his co-

ZRUNHU�FDOOHG�KHU��ZRUULHG�WKDW�KHU�VRQ�KDG�QRW�VKRZQ�XS�IRU�ZRUN�IRU�WZR�GD\V��ZKLFK�ZDV�XQXVXDO���,QLWLDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�
the son was last seen with a White female in a bar three days prior and left to go to her home later that night.  An interview with this White 

female revealed that her half-brother, who resided with her, came home and found the man with her in bed.  The half-brother physically 

UHPRYHG�WKH�PDQ�IURP�WKH�EHG�DQG�WROG�KHU�WKDW�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�KLP�KRPH���7KH�VXVSHFW¶V�EHVW�IULHQG�LQIRUPHG�SROLFH�WKDW�WKH�
VXVSHFW�FRQWDFWHG�KLP�ODWHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\�DQG�DVNHG�KLP�FRPH�WR�KLV�KRXVH�WR�KHOS�KLP���8SRQ�DUULYDO�DW�WKH�KRPH��WKH�EHVW�IULHQG�
OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�VXVSHFW�KDG�NLOOHG�D�PDQ�DQG�DOUHDG\�GLVPHPEHUHG�WKH�ERG\�DQG�SODFHG�WKH�ERG\�SDUWV�LQWR�WZR�VHSDUDWH�SODVWLF�EDJV���
The best friend further related that he helped to dump the body at the bottom of a steep drop over a hillside away from the residence area, 

ZKHUH�WKH�WUXQN�DQG�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�OLPEV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�RXW�RI�WKH�EDJV�DQG�EXULHG���7KH�KHDG�ZDV�WKURZQ�DZD\�UDQGRPO\�WR�DQ�XQNQRZQ�
ORFDWLRQ�E\�WKH�VXVSHFW���$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�ERG\�SDUWV��WKH�WUXQN�DQG�DOO�IRXU�H[WUHPLWLHV�ZHUH�ZHOO�SUHVHUYHG���7KH�KHDG�ZDV�
IRXQG����IHHW�DZD\�IURP�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ERG\�SDUWV�DQG�VKRZHG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�RI�DQLPDO�DFWLYLW\���$�WRWDO�RI�VL[�GLVPHPEHUHG�ERG\�
SDUWV�ZHUH�IRXQG�������KHDG��GHFDSLWDWHG�DW�WKH��UG�DQG��WK�FHUYLFDO�LQWHUYHUWHEUDO�GLVF������WUXQN�ZLWK�DWWDFKHG�SUR[LPDO�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�
H[WUHPLWLHV���������GLVWDO�VHJPHQWV�RI�WKH�XSSHU�OLPEV�VHYHUHG�DW�WKH�ORZHU�WKLUG�RI�WKH�KXPHUXV��DQG���������GLVWDO�VHJPHQWV�RI�WKH�ORZHU�
OLPEV�VHYHUHG�DW�WKH�GLVWDO�WKLUG�RI�WKH�IHPXU���7KH�VNLQ�DQG�VRIW�WLVVXH�PDUJLQV�RI�WKH�ERG\�VHJPHQWV�ZHUH�VRPHZKDW�UHJXODU���7KH�ERQH�
VHFWLRQV�RI�OLPEV�VKRZHG�FRDUVH�VWULDWLRQV�DQG�EUHDN�DZD\�VSXUV�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�GLVPHPEHUPHQW�WRRO�ZDV�D�VDZ��

The autopsy also demonstrated that the decedent sustained at least 72 sharp force injuries.  The incised wounds seen on both the 

ULJKW�DQG�OHIW�KDQGV�ZHUH�PRVW�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�GHIHQVLYH�W\SH�LQMXULHV���7KH�VWDE�ZRXQGV�LQ�WKH�QHFN�WUDQVHFWHG�WKH�OHIW�FRPPRQ�FDURWLG�
DUWHU\�DQG�SHUIRUDWHG�WKH�WUDFKHD�ZLWK�H[WHQVLYH�KHPRUUKDJH�LQ�WKH�DGMDFHQW�VRIW�WLVVXHV�ZKLFK��WDNHQ�WRJHWKHU��ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�WKH�
antemortem lethal injuries leading to the death.  The rest of the incised and/or stab wounds were distributed in a clustered fashion 

LQYROYLQJ�WKH�KHDG�DQG�QHFN��ULJKW�XSSHU�EDFN��DQG�OHIW�XSSHU�DQG�PLG�EDFN�ZLWK�UHODWLYHO\�OHVV�RU�QR�KHPRUUKDJH�LQ�WKH�DGMDFHQW�VRIW�
tissues.  Postmortem toxicology studies show ethanol:  0.140% in bile and 0.219% in urine. 

Police found the blood-stained seats from suspect’s car, the decedent’s clothing, and blood-stained gloves in the basement of 

VXVSHFW¶V�PRWKHU¶V�KRXVH�� �'1$�WHVWLQJ�PDWFKHG�WKHVH�EORRG�VWDLQV�WR�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�DQG�WKH�'1$�LQ�WKH�JORYHV�PDWFKHG�WKRVH�RI�WKH�
suspect.

'LVFXVVLRQ�� �'LVPHPEHUPHQW� LV� D� UHODWLYHO\� UDUH�PHWKRG�RI� ERG\�GLVSRVDO�� �&ULPLQDO� GLVPHPEHUPHQW��ZLWK� UHJDUG� WR� DOO� OHJDO�
DXWRSVLHV��KDV�DQ�DYHUDJH�IUHTXHQF\�RI���������0RVW�FDVHV�LQYROYH�WKH�³WUDGLWLRQDO´�WRROV�IRU�VHYHULQJ�WKH�ERG\�DSDUW��VXFK�DV�D�VDZ��D[H��
RU�NQLIH���7KH�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�PDUJLQ�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�VRIW�WLVVXHV�DQG�ERQHV�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKH�VXVSHFW�FXW�WKH�VNLQ�DQG�VRIW�WLVVXH�ZLWK�D�
VKDUS�NQLIH��WKHQ�VHSDUDWHG�WKH�ERQHV�ZLWK�D�VDZ���,Q�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH��PRVW�GLVPHPEHUPHQW�LV�SHUIRUPHG�DW�WKH�VLWH�RI�KRPLFLGH���,Q�WKLV�
FDVH��WKH�NLOOLQJ�ZDV�LQ�VXVSHFW¶V�FDU�DQG�WKH�GLVPHPEHUPHQW�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�DW�WKH�VXVSHFW¶V�PRWKHU¶V�KRXVH���7KH�SRVWPRUWHP�DUWLIDFWV�
RU�GHFRPSRVLWLRQ�UHODWHG�WR�HQYLURQPHQWDO�H[SRVXUH�VRPHWLPHV�REVFXUH�WKH�SK\VLFDO�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�LQMXULHV�RU��LQ�VRPH�LQVWDQFHV��PDNH�
the pattern and severity of injuries impossible to determine.  The victim’s head in this case was separately thrown in an open, outdoor 

HQYLURQPHQW���7KH�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�VRIW�WLVVXH�RI�WKH�OHIW�VLGH�RI�WKH�IDFH�DQG�WKH�QHFN��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�VNLQ��PXVFOH��WRQJXH��DQG�
K\RLG�ERQH��ZDV�SDUWLDOO\�FRQVXPHG�E\�DQLPDOV���7KH�HQWUDQFH�RI�WKH�OHWKDO�VWDE�ZRXQG�RQ�WKH�DQWHULRU�QHFN�ZDV�QRW�FOHDUO\�SUHVHQW�DW�
WKH�DXWRSV\�EXW�FDUHIXO�GLVVHFWLRQ�DQG�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRXQG�SDWK�DQG�DGMDFHQW�WLVVXHV�VWLOO�DOORZHG�WKH�H[DPLQHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�ULJKW�
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ���7KH�VXVSHFW�VXEVHTXHQWO\�FRQIHVVHG�WKDW�KH�DWWDFNHG�WKH�YLFWLP�LQ�KLV�YHKLFOH�ZLWK�D�VWDE�WKURXJK�YLFWLP¶V�DQWHULRU�QHFN���
$W�WKDW�WLPH��WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�LQWR[LFDWHG�ZLWK�HWKDQRO�DQG�GHIHQGHG�KLPVHOI��EXW�LQHI¿FLHQWO\��

Dismemberment, Sharp Force Injury, Postmortem Artifact


