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H71 The New Italian Law on Femicide:  Was There a Real Reduction of Cases of 
Femicide?  The Foggia (Apulia, Italy) Scenario

Benedetta Di Battista, MD*, Viale degli Aviatori, 1, Ospedale Colonnello D’Avanzo, Foggia 71100, ITALY; Stefania C. Bello, MD, 
Ospedale Colonnello D’Avanzo, viale degli Aviatori, Foggia 71100, ITALY; Margherita Neri, MD, PhD, University of Foggia, Dept 
Forensic Pathology, Viale degli Aviatori 1, Foggia 71100, ITALY; Natascha Pascale, MD, Viale Degli Aviatori, Foggia 71100, ITALY; 
Cristoforo Pomara, MD, PhD, University of Foggia, Dept Forensic Path, University of Malta, Dept of Anatomy, Faculty of Med & Surg 
Biomedical Sci, Foggia, Misida, Malta 71100, ITALY; Stefano D’Errico, MD, University of Foggia, viale degli Aviatori, Foggia 71100, 
ITALY; Irene Riezzo, PhD, Univ of Foggia, Osp D’Avanzo, Dept of Forensic Pathology, Viale degli Aviatori, 1, Foggia 71100, ITALY; 
Francesco Sessa, BS, Ospedale Colonnello D’Avanzo, Viale degli Aviatori 1, Foggia 71100, ITALY; and Emanuela Turillazzi, MD, PhD, 
viale degli Aviatori 1, Foggia 71100, ITALY

After attending this presentation, attendees will better understand the evolution of the Italian scenario of femicide after the enactment 

of a new Italian law.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by presenting information about the introduction of new Italian 

OHJLVODWLRQ�DQG�LWV�HIIHFWV�RQ�WKH�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�FDVHV�RI�IHPLFLGH��DV�UHSRUWHG�E\�WKH�,WDOLDQ�0LQLVWU\�RI�WKH�,QWHULRU��KRZHYHU��LQ�)RJJLD��DQ�
increase of femicides was observed, resulting in many discordant opinions on the matter.

7KH�ZRUG�IHPLFLGH�LV�YHU\�UHFHQW���,Q�������'LDQD�5XVVHOO��ZLWK�WKH�WHUP�³IHPLFLGH�´�GH¿QHG�LW�DV�H[WUHPH�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�D�ZRPDQ�
by a man because she is a woman, while in the 1990s, several terms were used to describe the murder of a woman that occurred within a 

UHODWLRQVKLS�RU�FRKDELWDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�VSRXVDO�KRPLFLGH�DQG�IDPLO\�UHODWHG�KRPLFLGH���6WDWLVWLFV�VKRZ�WKDW�ZKHQ�D�ZRPDQ�LV�NLOOHG��WKH�
perpetrator is often a man who has been intimately involved with her.  A total of 2,412 femicides were recorded in Italy between 2000 

and February 2014.  Of these, 1,698 were committed inside the victim’s house or during relationships and 1,059 were committed by the 

husband, intimate partner, or ex-boyfriend.  In 2013, a woman was murdered every three days in Italy and femicide represented 35.33% 

RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV���'XH�WR�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKLV�LVVXH��LQ�,WDO\�D�ODZ�ZDV�HQDFWHG�LQ�������/DZ�Q�������2FWREHU���th 2013).  This law concerns 

QHZ�UXOHV� WR�¿JKW�JHQGHU�EDVHG�YLROHQFH�LQ�RUGHU� WR�SUHYHQW�IHPLFLGH�DQG�SURWHFW�YLFWLPV��DOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RXWOLQHG�E\�WKH�
&RQYHQWLRQ�RI�,VWDQEXO���������WKH�¿UVW�OHJDOO\�ELQGLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LQVWUXPHQW�RQ�SUHYHQWLQJ�DQG�FRPEDWLQJ�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�
�GH¿QHG�DV�D�YLRODWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�D�IRUP�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�DQG�VKDOO�PHDQ�DOO�DFWV�RI�JHQGHU�EDVHG�YLROHQFH�
that could result in physical, sexual, psychological, or economic harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion, 

or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life) and domestic violence (violence that occurs within the 

family or domestic unit or between former or current spouses or partners, whether or not the perpetrator shares or has shared the same 

UHVLGHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�YLFWLP����$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�GDWD�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�,WDOLDQ�&ULPLQDO�3ROLFH��6WDWH�3ROLFH���LQ�WKH�¿UVW�WZR�
months of 2014 compared to the same period in 2013, a decrease in cases of femicides was noted.  In fact, in January/February 2013, 

IHPLFLGHV�UHSUHVHQWHG��������RI�DOO�KRPLFLGHV��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�������RI�FDVHV�LQ�-DQXDU\�)HEUXDU\�������KRZHYHU��RQO\�WKH�FRPSOHWH�
data of the year 2014 provide an insight into whether the law has achieved the desired results.

7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�LV�WR�UHYLHZ�WKH�DXWRSV\�FDVHV�SHUIRUPHG�DW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)RUHQVLF�3DWKRORJ\��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�)RJJLD��,WDO\���
&DVHV�RI�IHPLFLGH�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�DQG�FDWHJRUL]HG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�HPRWLRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�WKH�NLOOHU�DQG�RQ�WKH�
EDVLV�RI�PDQQHU�RI�GHDWK���7KH�FDVHV�RI�IHPLFLGH�IURP������WR������DW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFH�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�)RJJLD�
ZHUH�DQDO\]HG���$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI�������DXWRSVLHV�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�LV�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�RI�VHOHFWLQJ�ZKLFK�DQG�KRZ�PDQ\�
of these were murders that had female victims, evaluating the mechanism of death, and the history of sentimental relationship between 

the victim and the offender.  Of the 136 homicides in Foggia, 38 were femicides committed by the husband (18), intimate partner (15), 

ex-boyfriend (2), son (1), cousin (1), and uncle (1).  Of the 38 femicides, 14 presented with blunt injuries, e8ight with stab wounds (1 

ZLWK�GHFDSLWDWLRQ�����ZLWK�JXQVKRW�ZRXQGV����IURP�DVSK\[LDO�PHFKDQLVP����ZLWK�GURZQLQJ�DIWHU�EHLQJ�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�KDQGV�DQG�IHHW�DQG�
sealed by scotch tape on the mouth, 2 by suffocation, 2 by strangulation), and 4 combined gunshot and blunt injuries. 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�GDWD�VHHPV�WR�FRQ¿UP�WKH�GRXEWV�DERXW�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�ODZ�RQ�IHPLFLGH�DV�WKH\�VKRZ�DQ�LQFUHDVH���,Q�WKH�
case series, femicides represented 27.56% of all homicides before the enactment of the law and 40% of all homicides in the months after 

the law came into effect.  In conclusion, the data continue to show a worrying increase in femicides. 
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