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H95 A Scream From the Past:  A Multidisciplinary Approach in a Concealment of a 
0XPPL¿HG�&RUSVH
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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�D�PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�DSSURDFK�LQ�VROYLQJ�GLI¿FXOW�IRUHQVLF�
FDVHV�VXFK�DV�PXPPL¿HG�ERGLHV�

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�LPSDFW�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�VKRZLQJ�WKH�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DSSURDFK�LQ�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�PXPPL¿HG�
bodies are found.

0XPPL¿FDWLRQ�LV�D�GU\LQJ�RI�WKH�WLVVXHV�LQ�SODFH�RI�OLTXHI\LQJ�SXWUHIDFWLRQ���'XULQJ�PXPPL¿FDWLRQ��ZDWHU�HYDSRUDWHV�IURP�WLVVXHV��
SUHYHQWLQJ�EDFWHULDO�SXWUHIDFWLRQ���0XPPL¿FDWLRQ�FRPPRQO\�RFFXUV�LQ�D�GU\�HQYLURQPHQW��SUHIHUDEO\�ZLWK�D�PRYLQJ�DLU�FXUUHQW��WKLV�
LV�XVXDOO\��EXW�QRW�H[FOXVLYHO\��D�ZDUP�SODFH�ZLWK�D�VSHFL¿F�GHJUHH�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�R[\JHQDWLRQ���0RUH�UHFHQWO\��WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�D�
PXPPL¿HG�ERG\�LQ�D�GRPHVWLF�HQYLURQPHQW�LV�UDUH�DQG�LV�JHQHUDOO\�GXH�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW¶V�VRFLDO�LVRODWLRQ�ZKLOH�DOLYH��

$Q����\HDU�ROG�ZKLWH�PDOH�ZDV�IRXQG�PXPPL¿HG�DQG�VHDOHG�ZLWK�WDSH��FRYHUHG�E\�WZR�SODVWLF�EDJV��DQG�ZDOOHG�ZLWKLQ�D�PDVRQU\�
OHGJH� EXLOW� LQVLGH� KLV� EHGURRP�� �7KH�PXPPL¿FDWLRQ� SURFHVV� RFFXUUHG� LQ� DQ� HQYLURQPHQW� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� WKH� UDUH� SURFHVV� RI� WKH�
Anaerobiasis mummies.

,Q�WKLV�FDVH��GXULQJ�WKH�SROLFH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�DQ�DSDUWPHQW�LQ�WKH�VXEXUEV�RI�5RPH��D�VLOLFRQ�VHDOHG�GRRU�RQ�WKH��QG�ÀRRU�ZDV�
IRXQG���8SRQ�RSHQLQJ�WKH�GRRU��D�PHVV\�EHGURRP�ZLWK�D�VLOLFRQ�VHDOHG�ZLQGRZ�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG���7KH�ÀRRU�ZDV�GLUW\��FRYHUHG�ZLWK�ZKLWH�
colored dust and rubble.  In one corner of the room, an abnormal protrusion in the wall was observed.  Once the ledge was demolished, 
D�GHDG�ERG\�LQ�D�VHPL�VXSLQH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�EDFN�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�DQG�WKH�OHJV�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�ZDV�IRXQG�LQVLGH���7ZR�SODVWLF�EDJV�FRYHUHG�WKH�
body.  Once the plastic bags were removed, the body was entirely wrapped in brown adhesive tape.  No microfauna near the body were 
observed.  The apartment owner said the body was that of his father who died two years previously of cardiovascular disease.  After the 
IDWKHU¶V�GHDWK��WKH�VRQ�FRQFHDOHG�WKH�FRUSVH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�REWDLQ�KLV�DQQXLW\�UHWLUHPHQW�EHQH¿WV��

8SRQ� H[WHUQDO� H[DPLQDWLRQ�� WKH� VNLQ� VKRZHG� D� GU\� DSSHDUDQFH�ZLWK� D� \HOORZ� WR� EURZQ� FRORU� DQG� D� OHDWKHU\� FRQVLVWHQF\�� �1R�
WUDXPDWLF�LQMXULHV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�RQ�WKH�ERG\�VXUIDFHV��'HZDWHULQJ�PROG�VSRUHV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�RQ�WKH�ERG\�VXUIDFH��HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WKH�IHHW��

$�SRVWPRUWHP�FRPSXWHG�WRPRJUDSK\�VFDQ�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�EHIRUH�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�DXWRSV\���7KH��'�UHQGHULQJ�RI�WKH�'LJLWDO�,PDJLQJ�
DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�LQ�0HGLFLQH��',&20��LPDJHV�XVLQJ�WKH�RSHQ�VRXUFH�VRIWZDUH�2VLUL[®�RQ�D�0DF26;® computer was produced and 
UHYHDOHG�QR�WUDXPDWLF�LQMXULHV���$W�WKH�SRVWPRUWHP�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KHDUW��VLJQL¿FDQW�DWKHURVFOHURVLV�LQYROYLQJ�OHIW�DQWHULRU�GHVFHQGLQJ�
DQG�WKH�OHIW�FLUFXPÀH[�FRURQDU\�DUWHULHV�ZDV�SUHVHQW���7R[LFRORJLFDO�DQDO\VHV�RQ�WKH�RUJDQ�VDPSOHV�ZHUH�QHJDWLYH�IRU�GUXJV�DQG�DOFRKRO���
$W� WKH�PLFURVFRSLF�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI� WKH� VNLQ�RI� WKH�KDQG�� IRUHDUPV��DQG� OHJV��QR� LQMXULHV�RU�RWKHU�DQRPDOLHV�ZHUH�REVHUYHG�� �$W� WKH�
PLFURVFRSLF�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KHDUW��VWURQJO\�GHFRPSRVHG�WLVVXH�ZLWK�LQWHUVWLWLDO�¿EURVLV�DQG�ZDY\�¿EHUV�ZDV�REVHUYHG��FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�
an acute ischemic injury.  The cause of death was due to atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease and the manner of death was pronounced 
as natural.

$�QDWXUDO�PXPPL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�XVXDOO\�UHTXLUHV���WR����PRQWKV�LQ�DGXOW�VXEMHFWV�WR�EH�FRPSOHWHG��DQG�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�ZLWK�KRW��
GU\��PRYLQJ�DLU�LV�UHTXLUHG���,Q�WKLV�FDVH��WKH�ERG\�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�PXPPL¿HG�GHVSLWH�WKHVH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQGLWLRQV�QRW�EHLQJ�SUHVHQW���
As the body was completely wrapped in tape and walled in, an anaerobic environment could be inferred.  Aufderheide underlines how 
exclusion of air would enhance preservation due to the inhibition of the putrefactive processes.  At the same time, a casing that covers 
the corpse protects it from insects and scavengers.
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:KHQ�D�PXPPL¿HG�ERG\�LV�IRXQG��WKH�PDQQHU�RI�GHDWK�FRXOG�EH�UHODWHG�WR�DFFLGHQW��VXLFLGH��KRPLFLGH��DQG�RU�FRQFHDOPHQW�RI�D�
FRUSVH���2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��IRUHQVLF�SDWKRORJLVWV�PXVW�NQRZ�WKDW�D�FRPSOHWH�PXPPL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�FDQ�RFFXU�LQ�VSHFLDO�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
FRQGLWLRQV��GLIIHUHQW�IURP�ZKDW�LV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�OLWHUDWXUH�� �2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZKHQ�D�PXPPL¿HG�ERG\�LV�IRXQG��D�PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�
DSSURDFK� LV� UHTXLUHG� LQ�RUGHU� WR� UHDFK� WKH�FRUUHFW�GLDJQRVLV�� �7KDQNV� WR� WKH�GDWD�FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH�FULPH� VFHQH�� WKH�DXWRSV\�¿QGLQJV��
the radiological examination before the autopsy, and the histopathological and toxicological analyses, the resolution of a case can be 
possible even many years after the death of the subject.

0XPPL¿FDWLRQ��&RQFHDOPHQW��0XOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\�$SSURDFK


