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I16 An Unusual Patricide:  The Woman Who Dismembered Her Father

Felice F. Carabellese, MD*, University of Bari, Section of Forensic Psychiatry, p.za G. Cesare, 11, Bari 70124, ITALY; Rosa Taratufolo, 
MD, p.za G. Cesare, Bari 70124, ITALY; Roberto Catanesi, MD, p.za G. Cesare, Bari 70124, ITALY; Isabella Aquila, MD, Viale Europa, 
località Germaneto, Policlinico Universitario, S Venuta-Medicina Legale, Catanzaro 88100, ITALY; Ciro Di Nunzio, MFS, PhD, Magna 
Graecia University, Viale Europa, Germaneto, Legal Medicine, Catanzaro 88100, ITALY; Francesco Ausania, MD, Largo Francesco 
Vito 1, Rome, ITALY; Walter Caruso, MD, Viale Europa, 88100 Catanzaro, Catanzaro, ITALY; and Pietrantonio Ricci, Viale Europa-
Località Germaneto, Catanzaro, ITALY

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of patricide. 

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by discussing patricides.  In this case study of patricide, the victim, 

D�IDWKHU��ZDV�NLOOHG�E\�KLV�FKLOG���,Q�JHQHUDO��WKH�PXUGHUHU�RIWHQ�VXIIHUV�IURP�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV�DQG�WKH�KRPLFLGH�XVXDOO\�WDNHV�SODFH�LQ�WKH�
home.  In Italy, patricide is a rarely reported murder (about 3%) with the typical offender being a young, unemployed male who lives 

with the victim.

As an elderly man had been missing for about a month, his apartment was searched by the police.  They found seven boxes 

containing body segments, covered by feminine clothing, surrounded by lime, and covered with cellophane.  There was no blood or 

larvae present.  The man’s daughter said it was the corpse of a stranger and claimed not to have reported the discovery for fear of being 

DFFXVHG�RI�PXUGHU���6KH�DGGHG�WKDW�KHU�IDWKHU�KDG�EHHQ�DZD\�IURP�KRPH�DQG�VKH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV���$�SRVWPRUWHP�FRPSXWHG�
WRPRJUDSK\�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI� WKH�GHFHGHQW�VKRZHG�PXOWLSOH�IUDFWXUHV�RI� WKH�KHDG�� LQÀLFWHG�E\�DQ�REMHFW�ZLWK�D�FXWWLQJ�HGJH�� �'XULQJ�
WKH�DXWRSV\��WKH�ERG\�ZDV�LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�QLQH�GLVVHFWHG�ERG\�VHJPHQWV�ZDV�UHYHDOHG���7KH�ULJKW�VLGH�RI�WKH�VNXOO�ZDV�
GDPDJHG�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�OHDNDJH�RI�D�FRPSOHWHO\�OLTXH¿HG�EUDLQ�� �7KH�VRIW� WLVVXHV�ZHUH�UHPRYHG�WKURXJK�PDFHUDWLRQ�WHFKQLTXHV�DQG�
chemical treatment to highlight the bones’ margins in order to determine the weapon used, which was found at the crime scene, and the 

manner of death.  The macroscopic analysis of bone margins with radiological and histological studies helped to assess the force of the 

LQMXULHV���7KH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQMXULHV�LQÀLFWHG�RQ�WKH�KHDG�LQGLFDWHG�WKH�WUDXPD�RFFXUUHG�ZKLOH�WKH�VXEMHFW�ZDV�VWLOO�DOLYH���$Q�DXWRSV\�
FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�WKH�GDXJKWHU¶V����\HDU�ROG�IDWKHU���+LV����\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU�KDG�EHHQ�D�PHGLFDO�VFKRRO�VWXGHQW�DQG�IRU�
years lived in another city where she attended the university.  She suffered from psychiatric disorders and was not treated with drugs.  

After the death of her mother, she returned to live with her father.  The daughter was arrested, but for months continued to deny that she 

NLOOHG�KHU�IDWKHU���)LQDOO\��VKH�ZURWH�D�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�MXGJH�LQ�ZKLFK�VKH�FRQIHVVHG�WR�WKH�PXUGHU��
The court ordered a forensic psychiatric assessment, against the advice of the attorney who was suspicious of the fact that the woman 

would possibly inherit her father’s large estate.  The prosecutor pointed out the woman’s shortcomings in an attempt to prevent her from 

LQKHULWLQJ� IDPLO\�SURSHUW\��KRZHYHU�� H[SHUWV� FRQFOXGHG� WKDW� DW� WKH� WLPH�RI� WKH�FULPH�� WKH�ZRPDQ�ZDV� VXIIHULQJ� IURP�VFKL]RSKUHQLF�
disorders and was not guilty by reason of insanity.  The woman had been told by her mother, who died about a year prior, that she and 

her husband were members of a satanic cult and that all members of this sect abused her from the time she was two to three years of 

age.  She added that she had no recollection of any abuse because the sect members administered drugs that rendered her unconscious.  

7KH�DEXVH�WRRN�SODFH�RQO\�DW�QLJKW��E\�GD\��KHU�SDUHQWV�OHG�DQ�H[HPSODU\�OLIH���$IWHU�WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�PRWKHU��WKH�IDWKHU�KDG�GHPDQGHG�
WKH\�KDYH�VH[��EXW�VKH�UHVLVWHG��DW�ZKLFK�SRLQW��WKH�IDWKHU�WKUHDWHQHG�WR�NLOO�KHU���,Q�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�\HW�DQRWKHU�FODVK�ZLWK�KHU�IDWKHU��ZKHUH�
KH��DWWHPSWHG�WR�UDSH�KHU��WKH�ZRPDQ�GHIHQGHG�KHUVHOI�DQG�¿QDOO\�VWUXFN�KLP�RQ�WKH�KHDG�ZLWK�D�KHDY\�JODVV�REMHFW���6KH�WKHQ�GHFLGHG�WR�
FXW�WKH�ERG\�LQWR�SLHFHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�WUDQVSRUW�WKH�UHPDLQV�DQG�EXU\�WKHP�PRUH�HDVLO\���,Q�IDFW��WKH�MXGJH�VDLG�VKH�GLG�QRW�LQWHQG�WR�PDNH�
her pay for a crime committed as a defense against her father’s abuse.  The woman, who had claimed to have never had a romantic 

relationship, was not a virgin. 
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