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,��� 3UR¿OLQJ�LQ�9LROHQW�&ULPHV���7KH�3HUSHWUDWRU�DQG�WKH�9LFWLP�LQ�3RUWXJXHVH�&DVHV�
of Filicide

Fatima Almeida, MSc, Centre of Forensic Sciences, Faculdade de Medicina, Rua Larga, Coimbra 3004-504, PORTUGAL; and Duarte 
N. Vieira, PhD, MD*, Rua Antonio Jose de Almeida, No 117, Coimbra 3000-044, PORTUGAL

$IWHU� DWWHQGLQJ� WKLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ�� DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO� XQGHUVWDQG� KRZ� ¿OLFLGH�� WKH�PXUGHU� RI� D� FKLOG� E\� D� SDUHQW�� LV� D�PXOWLIDFHWHG�
phenomenon with various causes and characteristics. 

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO� LPSDFW� WKH� IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�KLJKOLJKWLQJ� WKH�SUHVHQW�VWDWH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�UHJDUGLQJ�¿OLFLGH�
perpetrated by either the mother or father. 

Goal:��7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�LV�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�KRPLFLGH�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�3RUWXJDO�DQG�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�JHQGHU�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�¿OLFLGDO�
RIIHQVH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�YDULDEOHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�FRPPRQ�SUR¿OH�RI�¿OLFLGDO�RIIHQGHUV�DQG�YLFWLPV���/LPLWDWLRQV�RI�
the current study and future directions for research will be presented.

Methods:� �7KLV� UHWURVSHFWLYH�VWXG\�ZDV�DSSURYHG�E\� WKH�(WKLFV�&RPPLWWHH� IURP�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�0HGLFLQH�RI� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
&RLPEUD�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�/HJDO�0HGLFLQH�DQG�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��1,/0)6����7KH�PDWHULDO�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�ZDV�UHJLVWHU�
EDVHG��FRPSUHKHQVLYH��DQG�QDWLRQZLGH���7KH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�DOO�GHDWKV�FHUWL¿HG�DV�KRPLFLGH�RU�ZLWK�DQ�XQGHWHUPLQHG�XQNQRZQ�
FDXVH�LQ����3RUWXJXHVH�PHGLFROHJDO�DQG�IRUHQVLF�RI¿FHV��IRU�FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH��IRU�WKH�SHULRG�����������ZDV�H[DPLQHG���
)RUW\�WZR�FDVHV�RI�¿OLFLGH�ZHUH�DQDO\]HG�ZLWK�WKH�6WDWLVWLFDO�3DFNDJH�IRU�WKH�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV��6366�������VWDWLVWLFDO�VRIWZDUH�SDFNDJH���
The assessed variables related to the perpetrator included demographic characteristics (e.g., age, sex, ancestry, marital status, and 

residence area).  The assessed variables related to the victim included age, sex, ancestry, circumstances of birth, and number of victims.  

The variables related to the crime were correlated with the sex of the perpetrator (e.g., crime type, method, motive, post-offense behavior, 

suicide, and moment of the crime).

Results:� �$� WRWDO� RI� ��� SHUSHWUDWRUV� �VL[� IDWKHUV� DQG� ���PRWKHUV�� NLOOHG� ��� FKLOG� YLFWLPV� ����ZHUH�PDOH� DQG� ���ZHUH� IHPDOH����
6WDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFHV�ZHUH�IRXQG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VH[�RI�WKH�SHUSHWUDWRU�DQG�WKH�SRVW�RIIHQVH�EHKDYLRU��U �������WKH�PHWKRG�
�U ��������DQG�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�WKH�ELUWK�RI�WKH�FKLOG��U ������WR�D�OHYHO�RI�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI������

Conclusions:� �0RVW� RI� WKH� FULPHV�ZHUH� FRPPLWWHG� E\� \RXQJ�� XQPDUULHG�&DXFDVLDQ� IHPDOHV� EHWZHHQ� ��� DQG� ��� \HDUV� RI� DJH���
7KH�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�PRVWO\�QHZERUQV� �Q ���� LQ�QRQ�KRVSLWDO� VHWWLQJV� �Q ����DQG� UHVXOWHG� IURP�XQLQWHQGHG�SUHJQDQFLHV�� �1HRQDWLFLGH�
was the most predominant crime with the use of manual and impersonal methods (i.e., fall, suffocation, drowning, strangulation, and 

LQWR[LFDWLRQ����0DOHV�ZHUH�ROGHU��PDUULHG�RU�GLYRUFHG��ZKR�NLOOHG�XVLQJ�PRUH�YLROHQW�PHWKRGV��L�H���¿UHDUPV�DQG�NQLYHV��IRU�UHYHQJH�
or retaliation against their companions.  Their victims were also older.  A better understanding of potentially fatal parental/familial 

G\QDPLFV�OHDGLQJ�WR�¿OLFLGH�FRXOG�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�ULVN�DQG�HQDEOH�HIIHFWLYH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�
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