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I19 Critique of New Sex Offender Management in California:  Assessment, 
Containment, and Treatment

Susie Morris, MD*, USC Institute of Psychiatry and Law, PO Box 86125, Los Angeles, CA 90086-0125

After attending this presentation, attendees will have an understanding of the sociopolitical history predicating current sex 

offender evaluation, treatment, and supervision rationale in the state of California.  Attendees will also gain a basic understanding of 

WKH�³FRQWDLQPHQW�PRGHO�´�WKH�FRGL¿HG�PRGHO�IRU�VH[�RIIHQGHU�PDQDJHPHQW�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�VLQFH�������DQG�WKH�UROHV�RI�WKHUDSLVWV��ODZ�
enforcement, and polygraph examiners within that model.  Attendees will be able to:  (1) assess the evidence for and against California’s 

PRGHO�IRU�VH[�RIIHQGHU�PDQDJHPHQW������GUDZ�FRQFOXVLRQV�DERXW�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�WKH�PRGHO��DQG������FRQVLGHU�ZKDW�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
is needed to bolster the system’s ability to reduce sex offender recidivism, provide adequate supervision, facilitate safe community re-

entry, and furnish ethical mental health care to the sex offender.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by:  (1) generating ideas regarding areas where more research is 

QHHGHG�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�VH[�RIIHQGHU�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW��DQG������GHYHORSLQJ�QRYHO�DSSURDFKHV�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�FXUUHQW�PRGHO�LQ�VH[�RIIHQGHU�
treatment, management, and community re-integration.

,Q�������D�VWDWH�DSSRLQWHG�WDVN�IRUFH�HYDOXDWHG�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�PHWKRGV�IRU�PDQDJHPHQW��WUHDWPHQW��DQG�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�RI�VH[�RIIHQGHUV���
7KLV�UHSRUW��SUHSDUHG�MRLQWO\�E\�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�&RDOLWLRQ�$JDLQVW�6H[XDO�$VVDXOW�DQG�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�6H[�2IIHQGHU�0DQDJHPHQW�%RDUG��
LQGLFDWHG�DUHDV�IRU�LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�VWDWH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�VH[�RIIHQGHUV���'H¿FLHQW�DUHDV�FLWHG�ZHUH�������ODFN�RI�VSHFL¿F�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�
RI�JRYHUQPHQW�DJHQFLHV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�DVVHVVLQJ�UHFLGLYLVP�ULVN������DEVHQFH�RI�GDWD�RQ�UHFLGLYLVP�RI�VH[�RIIHQGHUV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWDWH������
LQDGHTXDWH�QXPEHUV�RI�WUHDWPHQW�SURYLGHUV�IRU�ERWK�LQFDUFHUDWHG�DQG�QRQ�LQFDUFHUDWHG�VH[�RIIHQGHUV��DQG������QR�FRGL¿HG�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�
HLWKHU�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW�RU�WUHDWPHQW�RI�VH[�RIIHQGHUV���)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�UHSRUW��3HQDO�&RGH��6HFWLRQ����������ZDV�DPHQGHG��HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�
6WDWH�$XWKRUL]HG�5LVN�$VVHVVPHQW�7RRO�IRU�6H[�2IIHQGHUV��6$5$762��5HYLHZ�DQG�7UDLQLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�

7KH�6$5$762�FRPPLWWHH¶V�IXQFWLRQ�LV�WR�VHOHFW�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW�LQVWUXPHQWV�WR�EH�HPSOR\HG�E\�WUDLQHG�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WR�DVVHVV�WKH�
LQGLYLGXDO�ULVN�RI�VH[�RIIHQGHUV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�UH�RIIHQVH���7KLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�PHDQW�WR�EH�SURYLGHG�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�WKH�MXGLFLDU\�
in formulating appropriate sentencing, deciding upon post-incarceration supervision (parole or probation), recommending treatment 

programs, and evaluating the progress of the offender (via observation of assessment score patterns).  The ideal assessment tool should 

UHOLDEO\�SUHGLFW�UH�RIIHQVH�ULVN��DFFXUDWHO\�DVVHVV�VWDWLF�DQG�G\QDPLF�ULVN�IDFWRUV��DQG�GHPRQVWUDWH�JRRG�LQWHU�UDWHU�UHOLDELOLW\���&XUUHQWO\��
WKH�6WDWLF����DQG�WKH�-XYHQLOH�6H[XDO�2IIHQFH�5HFLGLYLVP�5LVN�$VVHVVPHQW�7RRO�,,��-6255$7�,,��DUH�WKH�UHFRPPHQGHG�DVVHVVPHQW�
tools for adult male and juvenile male offenders, respectively.

A discussion of how the adult assessment tool scores impact treatment, placement, and community integration will be presented.  

A critical analysis of California’s sex offender management will be provided from the vantage point of the mental health care provider, 

DQG�FRQFOXVLRQV�ZLOO�EH�GUDZQ�UHJDUGLQJ�ERWK�WKH�PHULWV�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�GH¿FLHQFLHV�RI�WKH�FRQWDLQPHQW�PRGHO�ZLWKLQ�&DOLIRUQLD���7KH�
goal will be to generate ideas regarding areas where more research is needed.  In addition, with the goals of balancing community safety 

and providing the sex offender with effective mental health treatment, novel approaches to improve the current model will be posited. 
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