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I23 Zoophilia and the Law in the United States:  Legal Responses to a Rare Paraphilia

Brian J. Holoyda, MD*, University of California, Davis Medical School, Dept of Psychiatry & Behavioral Science, 2230 Stockton 
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95817; and William Newman, MD, University of California, Davis Medical School, 2230 Stockton 
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 95817

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�SKHQRPHQRORJ\�RI�]RRSKLOLD��UHFHQW�UHVHDUFK�¿QGLQJV�RQ�
individuals who engage in human-animal sexual behaviors, pertinent case and statutory law about human-animal sexual contact in the 

United States, and the forensic implications of this body of law.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by teaching useful epidemiological and phenomenological information 

about this rare paraphilia, and courts’ and legislative bodies’ historical response to human-animal sexual contact.  It will also point out 

VLJQL¿FDQW�JDSV� LQ� WKH�FXUUHQW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�]RRSKLOLD�DV�D�ULVN�IDFWRU�IRU�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH�UHFLGLYLVP�� �$WWHQGHHV¶�FRPSHWHQFH�DW�
assessing individuals who have engaged in human-animal sexual contact will improve.

Sexual contact between humans and animals has occurred since the earliest recorded history and continues to this day.  Alfred 

Kinsey’s original research suggested that human-animal sexual contact was a relatively common phenomenon, but it is unclear to 

ZKDW�GHJUHH�KLV�GDWD�DUH�JHQHUDOL]DEOH�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�SRSXODWLRQ���0RUH�UHFHQW�UHVHDUFK�KDV�IRFXVHG�RQ�VHOI�LGHQWL¿HG�³]RRSKLOHV´�DQG�
WKHLU�UHSRUWHG�UHDVRQV�IRU�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�VH[XDO�LQWHUFRXUVH�ZLWK�DQLPDOV���&RPPRQO\�LGHQWL¿HG�UHDVRQV�LQFOXGH�EHLQJ�VH[XDOO\�DWWUDFWHG�
WR�DQLPDOV�DQG�GHVLULQJ�WR�H[SUHVV�ORYH�DQG�DIIHFWLRQ�IRU�DQLPDOV���,Q�WKH�'LDJQRVWLF�DQG�6WDWLVWLFDO�0DQXDO��)LIWK�(GLWLRQ��]RRSKLOLD�LV�
FODVVL¿HG�XQGHU�WKH�GLDJQRVLV�RI�2WKHU�6SHFL¿HG�3DUDSKLOLF�'LVRUGHU�DQG�WKH�GLDJQRVWLF�FULWHULD�UHTXLUH�WKDW�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�SDUDSKLOLD�
PXVW�FDXVH�GLVWUHVV�RU�LPSDLUPHQW��RU�UHVXOW�LQ�KDUP�RU�ULVN�RI�KDUP�WR�VHOI�RU�RWKHUV��

Though societies’ responses to bestiality have varied internationally, the response in the United States has typically involved 

condemnation and prosecution.  Currently, there are 31 states with statutes prohibiting human-animal sexual contact.  These statutes vary 

ZLGHO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FKDUJH�VHYHULW\��SRWHQWLDO�SXQLVKPHQWV��DQG�WHUPLQRORJ\�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�]RRSKLOLF�EHKDYLRU���'HVSLWH�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�
RI�DQWL�EHVWLDOLW\�OHJLVODWLRQ��WKHUH�LV�OLPLWHG�FDVH�ODZ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV���0RVW�FRPPRQO\��EHVWLDOLW\�DULVHV�LQ�OHJDO�FDVHV�LQYROYLQJ�
6H[XDOO\�9LROHQW�3UHGDWRU��693��FLYLO�FRPPLWPHQWV���,Q�QRQH�RI�WKH�LGHQWL¿HG�FDVHV�KDV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�GLDJQRVHG�ZLWK�]RRSKLOLD�KDG�KLV�
693�VWDWXV�UHPRYHG���,GHQWLI\LQJ�RIIHQGHUV�ZKR�FRPPLW�DFWV�RI�EHVWLDOLW\�LV�LPSRUWDQW�VLQFH�WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�PD\�EH�DW�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�
ULVN�RI�FRPPLWWLQJ�D�YDULHW\�RI�RWKHU�VH[XDO�DQG�QRQ�VH[XDO�YLROHQW�DFWV�DJDLQVW�KXPDQV��KRZHYHU��GXH�WR�GLIIHUHQW�ODZV�EHWZHHQ�VWDWHV��
FRPPRQO\�XVHG�IRUHQVLF�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW�WRROV�IRU�VH[XDO�UHFLGLYLVP�FDQ�\LHOG�GLIIHUHQW�VFRUHV�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�RU�FRQYLFWHG�
RI�EHVWLDOLW\�RIIHQVHV���)RUHQVLF�HYDOXDWRUV�VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�WKLV�IDFWRU�ZKHQ�FRQGXFWLQJ�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQWV���6WDWH�OHJLVODWXUHV�VKRXOG�DOVR�
FRQVLGHU�PRGHUQL]LQJ�WKHLU�EHVWLDOLW\�VWDWXWHV�WR�DFFRUG�ZLWK�FXUUHQW�WHUPLQRORJ\�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�IRU�VXFK�ODZV�
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