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I24 A Pilot Study Comparing Hands-On and Hands-Off Child Pornography 
Consumers

Sebastien Prat, MD*, Forensic Psychiatry Department, St Joseph’s Centre for Mountain Health Services, 100 W 5th Street, Hamilton, 
ON L8N 3K7, CANADA; Heather Marie Moulden, PhD, Forensic Psychiatry Program, St Joseph’s Healthcare-McMaster Univeristy, 
W 5th Campus, Hamilton, ON L8N 3K7, CANADA; Carol Jonas, PhD, Service de Psychiatrie, CHRU de Tours, Tours 37044 Cedex 
9, FRANCE; and Gary Andrew Chaimowitz, MD, Forensic Psychiatry Program, St Joseph’s Healthcare-McMaster University, W 5th 
Campus, Hamilton, ON L8N 3K7, CANADA

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the difference between hands-on and hands-off child pornography 

FRQVXPHUV���$WWHQGHHV�ZLOO�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�NH\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�WR�KLJKOLJKW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SUHYHQW�DQ�HVFDODWLRQ�DQG�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�
criminal history of hands-on child pornography consumers.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by assisting forensic psychiatrists and forensic psychologists to assess 

WKH�ULVN�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�RIIHQGHUV�SRVH�WR�SXEOLF�VDIHW\�
Introduction:  Child pornography is mostly considered as a hands-off offense.  For more than a decade, it has been extensively 

described in an effort to try to understand the reasoning for downloading pornographic images or videos involving minors.  For those 

who engage in these offenses, the motivation is not only driven by their deviant fantasies, the images are sometimes used to enhance 

FRQWDFW�ZLWK�D�PLQRU���,QWHUHVWLQJO\��LW�ZDV�IRXQG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�SHGRSKLOHV�ZKR�VHHN�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\�RQOLQH�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�PDNH�
contact with minors, but there are also child pornography consumers with clear pedophilic fantasies, but without any interest in acting 

RXW�WKHLU�XUJHV���,Q�WKDW�FDVH��WKH�PDLQ�TXHVWLRQV�WR�DVN�DUH�LI�WKH\�FDQ�GHFLGH�DW�VRPH�SRLQW�WR�DVVDXOW�D�FKLOG�DQG�ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�WKH�UHDVRQ�
IRU�WKH�EHKDYLRUDO�FKDQJH���7KHUHIRUH��LW�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�FRPSDUH�ERWK�SRSXODWLRQV�WR�NQRZ�LI�GLIIHUHQFHV�FDQ�EH�KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�
childhood history, environment, and psychopathology. 

Methods:��$�VWXG\�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�EDVHG�RQ�D�FRKRUW�RI�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\�FRQVXPHUV�ZLWK�SHGRSKLOLD�GLDJQRVHV��Q ������7KH�FRKRUW�
ZDV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�WZR�JURXSV���WKRVH�ZKR�FRPPLWWHG�VH[XDO�RIIHQVHV�WRZDUG�FKLOGUHQ��Q ����DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�FRQYLFWHG�RI�
DQ\WKLQJ�RWKHU�WKDQ�GRZQORDGLQJ�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\��Q ������(PRWLRQDO�DQG�UHODWLRQDO�DVSHFWV��LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQGH[�RIIHQVH��DQG�
quality of the interview were compared. 

Results:��1R�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�ERWK�JURXSV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�RU�VH[XDOLW\�ZHUH�IRXQG��KRZHYHU��
VWDWLVWLFDO� GLIIHUHQFHV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKHLU� DWWLWXGH� WRZDUG� WKH� RIIHQVH� �S ������� DQG� WKH� VHQVH� RI� XQUHDOLW\� WKH\� H[SHULHQFHG� GXULQJ� WKH�
FRQVXPSWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPDJHV�RQOLQH��S �������ZHUH�IRXQG���:LWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�LQWHUYLHZV��VWDWLVWLFDO�GLIIHUHQFHV��QRWDEO\�LQ�
FRRSHUDWLRQ��S �������DQG�FDSDFLW\�RI�LQWURVSHFWLRQ��S ��������ZHUH�IRXQG��

Discussion:��7KLV�VWXG\�KLJKOLJKWV�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�KDQGV�RQ�DQG�WKH�KDQGV�RII�SHGRSKLOH���7KH�KDQGV�RQ�RIIHQGHUV�
are less integrated and seem to have more cognitive distortion than the other group.  The hands-off offenders have more insight toward 

WKH�YLFWLPV�DQG�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKH�RIIHQVH���,I�WKH\�UHDOL]H�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�LV�LQDSSURSULDWH��LW�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�ZK\�WKH\�
GR�QRW�VHHN�KHOS�DQG�FDQQRW�UHVWUDLQ�WKHLU�XUJHV�WR�GRZQORDG�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\�LPDJHV���7KLV�VWXG\�TXHVWLRQV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�VXEJURXS�
RI�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\�FRQVXPHUV��WKH�ULVN�WKH\�SRVH�WR�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�WKH�SXEOLF��DQG�KRZ�WKLV�ULVN�FDQ�DFFXUDWHO\�EH�DVVHVVHG���)XUWKHU�
studies need to be conducted to understand the triggers that lead to offenses escalating from hands-off to hands-on.

Child Pornography, Risk, Hands-On Sexual Offense


