
* Presenting Author

Psychiatry & Behavioral Science Section - 2015

Copyright 2015 by the AAFS. Unless stated otherwise, noncommercial photocopying of editorial published in this periodical is permitted by AAFS. 
Permission to reprint, publish, or otherwise reproduce such material in any form other than photocopying must be obtained by AAFS. 

1009

I25 Pedophilia:  A Crime or a Disease?  How Should the Courts Address This 
Problem?  A Case Study

Thomas V. Brady, DMD*, 1823 Boston Post Road, PO Box 622, Westbrook, CT 06498

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�SDUDSKLOLDV��VSHFL¿FDOO\�SHGRSKLOLD��DQG�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�
educated on what is integral for a proper investigation of a child abuse crime.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by presenting information by which to view pedophilia in a different 
OLJKW�� �+RSHIXOO\��SURSHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��REVHUYDWLRQ��DQG�HYLGHQFH�FROOHFWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�DQG�WKH�DFFXVHG�ZLOO�EH�HYDOXDWHG�YLD�QHZ�
criteria.

3HGRSKLOLD� RU� ³7KH� 6DQGXVN\�'LOHPPD´�²�7KLV� GLVFXVVLRQ� LQ� QR�ZD\� FRQGRQHV� RU� MXVWL¿HV�0U�� 6DQGXVN\¶V� DFWLRQV�� �$� YHU\�
intelligent individual made the observation that an inordinate percentage of senior male (mostly) adults that were being incarcerated 
ZHUH�DFFXVHG�SHGRSKLOHV���7KHVH�ZHUH�PHQ�ZLWK�QR�SULRU�FULPLQDO�KLVWRU\��ZKR�VWDUWHG�FRPPLWWLQJ�WKLV�KHLQRXV�FULPH���:K\"��6WXGLHV�
YDU\��EXW�D�FRPPRQ�VWDWLVWLF�LV���������RI�¿UVW�WLPH�VHQLRU�RIIHQGHUV�ZHUH�FODVVL¿HG�DV�SHGRSKLOHV�

3UHYLRXVO\��SHGRSKLOLD�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�FRQGLWLRQ�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�DFFHSWV�DV�WKHLU�VH[XDO�SUHIHUHQFH���0RUH�UHFHQWO\��SHGRSKLOLD�KDV�
EHHQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�YLHZHG�DV�D�EUDLQ�GLVRUGHU���3HGRSKLOLD�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�D�VH[XDO�DWWUDFWLRQ�WR�SUHSXEHVFHQW�FKLOGUHQ�JHQHUDOO\�EHORZ����
years of age.  A child molester is not necessarily a pedophile.  In general, the diagnosis of a pedophilia includes intense sexual fantasies 
DQG�RU� LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�D�SUHSXEHVFHQW� FKLOG� IRU� VL[�PRQWKV�RU�PRUH��PXVW�EH�DW� OHDVW����\HDUV�ROG�� DQG�¿YH�\HDUV�ROGHU� WKDQ� WKH�
YLFWLP�V����+HEHSKLOLD��HSKHERSKLOLD��DQG�WHOHLRSKLOLD�DUH�WKH�RWKHU�DJH�UHODWHG�VH[XDO�SUHIHUHQFHV���

Neuroscience is the multidisciplinary study of the brain, spinal cord, and associated neurons.  Neuroscientists have performed 
functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (I05,��VH[XDO�SUHIHUHQFH�VWXGLHV�RQ�WKH�EUDLQ�VWHP��K\SRWKDODPXV��KLSSRFDPSXV��DQG�WKH�
SUHIURQWDO�FRUWH[���7KH�I05,�LV�D�PDJQHWLF�UHVRQDQFH�LPDJLQJ�LQVWUXPHQW�WKDW�PHDVXUHV�EORRG�R[\JHQ�OHYHOV�DW�VSHFL¿F�VLWHV�LQ�WKH�ERG\���
7KH�PHDVXUHPHQW�RI�WKH�EORRG�ÀRZ�DQG�YROXPH�LV�NQRZQ�DV��%ORRG�2[\JHQ�/HYHO�'HSHQGHQW��%2/'��LPDJLQJ�

Studies on convicts showed that when suspected senior pedophiles were shown normative sexually arousing pictures, there was a 
ODFN�RI�DFWLYDWLRQ�WR�WKH�K\SRWKDODPXV�GXH�WR�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�EORRG�R[\JHQ��KRZHYHU��ZKHQ�VKRZQ�VLPLODU�SLFWXUHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ��WKH�EORRG�
OHYHOV�LQFUHDVHG���³+HDOWK\´�DGXOW�PDOHV�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�KDG�WKH�UHYHUVH�¿QGLQJV���,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��GH¿FLWV�LQ�WKH�DFWLYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SUHIURQWDO�
cortex were associated with pedophilic behavior.  Pedophiles had reduced reactions in the pleasure centers of the brain indicating an 
altered sexual interest.

Proposed possible contributors to pedophilia include:  genetic predisposition, head injury, brain oxygenation issues, tumors, 
DUWHULRVFOHURVLV��DQG�RWKHU�LOOQHVVHV���6R��LV�SHGRSKLOLD�D�FULPH�RU�D�GLVHDVH�RU�ERWK"��+RZ�FDQ�D�GLVHDVH�EH�D�FULPH"

,Q�D������FDVH�RI�FKLOG�DEXVH��D�WKUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�\HDU�ROG�ER\�ZDV�WDNHQ�WR�WKH�KRVSLWDO�ZLWK�LQMXULHV�WR�KLV�SHQLV���7KH�PRWKHU¶V�VWRU\�
FKDQJHG���$W�¿UVW��VKH�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�FDW�VFUDWFKHG�WKH�FKLOG�WKHQ�ODWHU�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�LQMXU\�WR�WKH�SHQLV�ZDV�GXH�D�IDOO�IURP�WKH�WRLOHW�
in the bathroom.  The doctor sutured the penis and was ready to let the child leave when a nurse pointed out other injuries on the boy’s 
ERG\���7KH�SROLFH�ZHUH�FDOOHG�DQG�GXULQJ�WKHLU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�WKH�KRVSLWDO�SHUVRQQHO�DQG�WKH�SROLFH�WRRN�PXOWLSOH�SLFWXUHV�RI�WKH�LQMXULHV�RQ�
WKH�FKLOG��KRZHYHU��QR�UXOHU�ZDV�XVHG�WR�WDNH�PHDVXUHPHQWV�QRU�VZDEV�WDNHQ�WR�ORRN�IRU�'1$�RU�DP\ODVH�IRXQG�LQ�VDOLYD�

The police continued their investigation at the child’s home.  When the bathroom was searched, blood splatter was found on the wall 
opposite the toilet and photographed, using rulers.  The wall was three feet from the toilet.  The boy was less than 39 inches tall.  Bloody 
WLVVXH�ZDV�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�ZDVWHEDVNHW��EXW�QRW�WDNHQ�LQWR�HYLGHQFH�

$PRQJ�WKH�LQMXULHV�ZHUH�WZR�DSSDUHQW�ELWHPDUNV�RQ�WKH�ER\¶V�ULJKW�OHJ���7KH�PRWKHU�VDLG�WKH�ER\¶V�¿YH�\HDU�ROG�EURWKHU�ZDV�WKH�
ELWHU���:LWK�LPDJH�HQKDQFHPHQW�VRIWZDUH��WKH�DSSDUHQW�ELWHPDUNV�ZHUH�H[DPLQHG�DQG�PHDVXUHG���7KH�KRVSLWDO�KDG�IDLOHG�WR�QRWLFH�DQ�
DSSDUHQW�ELWHPDUN�DW�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�SHQLV���7KH�OHVLRQ�ZDV�DOVR�H[DPLQHG�XVLQJ�LPDJH�HQKDQFHPHQW�VRIWZDUH���0RGHOV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�IURP�
WKH�PRWKHU�DQG�ER\IULHQG���7KH�EURWKHU�KDG�EHHQ�VHQW�WR�3XHUWR�5LFR�EXW�ELWHPDUN�PRGHOV�ZHUH�REWDLQHG�DQG�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ���
An overlay of the models eliminated the brother and the mother, but seemed to coincide with the boyfriend. 

:KHQ�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�HYLGHQFH��WKH�ER\IULHQG�DGPLWWHG�WR�DEXVLQJ�WKH�FKLOG���+H�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�WHQ�\HDUV�LQ�MDLO��ZKLFK�ZDV�
VXVSHQGHG�DIWHU�WKUHH�\HDUV�IRU�ULVN�RI�LQMXU\�WR�D�PLQRU���+H�ZDV�QRW�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�EHFDXVH�QR�UXOHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�
SLFWXUHV���+H�LV�DOUHDG\�RXW�RI�MDLO�DQG�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WR�UHJLVWHU�DV�VH[�RIIHQGHU�
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,V�KH�D�SHGRSKLOH"

Pedophilia, Blood Oxygen Level, Incarceration Modalities


