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I28 The Power of Intuition in Deception Detection

Christopher Fischer, MD*, UCLA Medical School, 760 Westwood Plaza, C8-193, Los Angeles, CA 90024

After attending this presentation, attendees will be competent in identifying the strengths and limitations of using intuition for 

GHWHFWLQJ�GHFHSWLRQ�DQG�OHDUQ�KRZ�LQWXLWLRQ�FDQ�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�GLIIHUHQW�¿HOGV�LQ�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH���'UDZLQJ�IURP�UHFHQW�UHVHDUFK�LQ�VHYHUDO�
different disciplines, this presentation proposes that the ability to detect lies can be improved by harnessing the power of intuition.

7KLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� ZLOO� LPSDFW� WKH� IRUHQVLF� VFLHQFH� FRPPXQLW\� E\� LQWHJUDWLQJ� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� UHVHDUFK� IURP� VHYHUDO� GLIIHUHQW�
disciplines to provide a clear and coherent picture of the latest understanding of the use of intuition for detecting deception.

+XPDQV�WHOO�OLHV�DOO�WKH�WLPH���7KH�OLHV�WROG�UDQJH�IURP�PLQRU��LQFRQVHTXHQWLDO�ZKLWH�OLHV�WR�PDMRU��KLJK�VWDNHV�OLHV���+XPDQV�DUH�
also extremely poor lie detectors and fare no better than chance at telling whether or not someone is lying or telling the truth.  Although 

humans are poor at ascertaining when someone is lying or telling the truth, there is some evidence that a small number of individuals are 

SDUWLFXODUO\�VNLOOHG�DW�GHWHFWLQJ�GHFHSWLRQ���6RPH�UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�SRVWXODWHG�WKDW�WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�DEOH�WR�GHOLEHUDWHO\�ORRN�IRU�DQG�
¿QG�XOWUD�IDVW��VXEWOH�FKDQJHV�LQ�IDFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQV��PLFURH[SUHVVLRQV��DQG�RWKHU�EHKDYLRUV�WKDW�VHUYH�DV�FXHV�WKDW�VRPHRQH�LV�QRW�EHLQJ�
JHQXLQH��KRZHYHU��RWKHU�UHVHDUFKHUV�DUJXH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�LQGLYLGXDOV¶�DELOLWLHV�WR�GHWHFW�GHFHSWLRQ�DQG�TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�
people are really able to detect different cues.  

This presentation proposes that accurate deception-detection ability does not rely on any conscious and deliberate discovery of 

FXHV� WKDW� VRPHRQH� LV� O\LQJ�� EXW� LQVWHDG� UHOLHV� RQ� LQWXLWLYH� RU� XQFRQVFLRXV� SURFHVVHV�� �'XDO�3URFHVV�7KHRU\� SRVWXODWHV� WKDW� KXPDQV�
RSHUDWH�XVLQJ�WZR�W\SHV�RI�WKLQNLQJ�RU�³V\VWHPV´�ZKHQ�PDNLQJ�GHFLVLRQV�²�RQH�LQWXLWLYH�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�GHOLEHUDWH���,QWXLWLYH�WKLQNLQJ�LV�
FRQVLGHUHG�D�IDVW��DXWRPDWLF��XQFRQVFLRXV�SURFHVV��ZKHUHDV�GHOLEHUDWH�WKLQNLQJ�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�VORZ��FRQVFLRXV��DQDO\WLF�SURFHVV���7KLV�
presentation explores the potential application of intuition to detecting deception.  Recent research demonstrates that by forcing people 

WR�XVH�WKHLU�LQWXLWLRQ��DFFXUDF\�RI�GHFHSWLRQ�MXGJPHQWV�LQFUHDVHV�VXEVWDQWLDOO\���,PSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�DQG�IXWXUH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�
LQWXLWLRQ�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�¿HOGV�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG��

,Q�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH������$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�)RUHQVLF�6FLHQFHV��$$)6��$QQXDO�6FLHQWL¿F�0HHWLQJ��Celebrating the Forensic 
Science Family��DQG�WKH�WKUHH�PDMRU�SODQNV�RI�WKH�PHHWLQJ��WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�D�FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�D�PHQWHH�DQG�PHQWRU��LQYROYHV�
learning from a variety of disciplines including psychiatry, psychology, law-enforcement, and evolutionary biology, and is designed to 

VWLPXODWH�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�IXWXUH�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�WKH�¿HOG�RI�GHFHSWLRQ�GHWHFWLRQ���
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