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I30 Unintentional Child Neglect:  Literature Review and Observational Study

Emily Friedman, BS*, 857 Leonard Road, Los Angeles, CA 90049; and Stephen B. Billick, MD*, 901 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021-
4157

7KH�JRDOV�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DUH�WR�KHOS�DWWHQGHHV�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LVVXH�RI�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�FKLOG�QHJOHFW��HYDOXDWH�ULVN�IDFWRUV�
leading to neglect, and evaluate the consequences of child neglect.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by instilling a need for further research into the issue of child neglect, 

VSHFL¿FDOO\�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�QHJOHFW���:LWK�D�PRUH�FRQVLVWHQW�DQG�FRKHVLYH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�QHJOHFW�DQG�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�LWV�DVVRFLDWLRQV�
DQG�ULVN�IDFWRUV��LW�ZLOO�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�EHWWHU�DGGUHVV�WKH�SUREOHP�

Child abuse is a problem that affects over six million children in the United States each year.  Child neglect accounts for 78% of 

WKRVH�FDVHV���'HVSLWH�WKLV��WKH�LVVXH�RI�FKLOG�QHJOHFW�LV�VWLOO�QRW�ZHOO�XQGHUVWRRG��SDUWLDOO\�EHFDXVH�FKLOG�QHJOHFW�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�FRQVLVWHQW��
XQLYHUVDOO\�DFFHSWHG�GH¿QLWLRQ���6RPH�UHVHDUFKHUV�FRQVLGHU�FKLOG�QHJOHFW�DQG�FKLOG�DEXVH�WR�EH�RQH�DQG�WKH�VDPH��ZKLOH�RWKHU�UHVHDUFKHUV�
FRQVLGHU�WKHP�WR�EH�FRQFHSWXDOO\�GLIIHUHQW���)DFWRUV�WKDW�PDNH�FKLOG�QHJOHFW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GH¿QH�LQFOXGH�������FXOWXUDO�GLIIHUHQFHV��PRWLYHV�
PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�EHFDXVH�SDUHQWV�PD\�EHOLHYH�WKH\�DUH�DFWLQJ�LQ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�EDVHG�RQ�FXOWXUDO�EHOLHIV������WKH�IDFW�
WKDW�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�FKLOG�DEXVH�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�LPPHGLDWHO\�YLVLEOH��WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�HPRWLRQDO�QHJOHFW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�PD\�QRW�EH�DSSDUHQW�XQWLO�
ODWHU�LQ�WKH�FKLOG¶V�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG������WKH�ODUJH�VSHFWUXP�RI�DFWLRQV�WKDW�IDOO�XQGHU�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�FKLOG�DEXVH���

6RPH�RI�WKH�ULVN�IDFWRUV�IRU�LQFUHDVHG�FKLOG�QHJOHFW�DQG�PDOWUHDWPHQW�KDYH�EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG���7KHVH�ULVN�IDFWRUV�LQFOXGH�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�
status, education level, family composition, and the presence of dysfunctional family characteristics.  Studies have found that children 

IURP�SRRUHU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�RI�OHVV�HGXFDWHG�SDUHQWV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�VXVWDLQ�IDWDO�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�LQMXULHV�WKDQ�FKLOGUHQ�RI�ZHDOWKLHU��
EHWWHU�HGXFDWHG�SDUHQWV���6WXGLHV�KDYH�DOVR�IRXQG�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�DGXOWV�XQUHODWHG�WR�WKHP�DUH�DW�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�IRU�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�
LQMXULHV�DQG�PDOWUHDWPHQW���'\VIXQFWLRQDO�IDPLO\�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�PD\�EH�HYHQ�PRUH�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�FKLOG�QHJOHFW���3DUHQWDO�DOFRKRO�RU�GUXJ�
abuse, parental personal history of neglect, and parental stress greatly increase the odds of neglect.  Parental depression doubles the 

RGGV�RI�FKLOG�QHJOHFW��KRZHYHU��PRUH�UHVHDUFK�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHVH�ULVN�IDFWRUV�DQG�WR�LGHQWLI\�RWKHUV���+DYLQJ�D�
FOHDUHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ULVN�IDFWRUV�FRXOG�OHDG�WR�SUHYHQWLRQ�DQG�WUHDWPHQW�DV�LW�ZRXOG�DOORZ�IRU�KHDOWK�FDUH�SHUVRQQHO�WR�VFUHHQ�IRU�
KLJK�ULVN�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�LQWHUYHQH�EHIRUH�LW�LV�WRR�ODWH���6FUHHQLQJ�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�GRQH�LQ�WKH�VFKRROV�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�DIWHU�VFKRRO�DFWLYLWLHV���
3DUHQWLQJ�FODVVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�VKRZQ�WR�EH�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�VWUDWHJ\�E\�GHFUHDVLQJ�SDUHQWDO�VWUHVV�DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�DEXVH��EXW�
there has been limited research on this approach.  Parenting classes can be part of the corrective actions for parents found to be neglectful 

or abusive, but parenting classes may also be useful as a preventative measure, being taught in schools or readily available in higher-

ULVN�FRPPXQLWLHV���0RUH�UHVHDUFK�LV�QHHGHG�WR�EHWWHU�GH¿QH�FKLOG�DEXVH�DQG�QHJOHFW�VR�WKDW�LW�FDQ�EH�HIIHFWLYHO\�DGGUHVVHG�DQG�WUHDWHG��
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