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I34 Honor-Based Violence:  A Cultural Problem!

Mete K. Gulmen, PhD, MD*, Cukurova University, School of Medicine, Dept of Forensic Medicine, Adana, 01330, TURKEY; and Sunay 
Firat, PhD, Cukurova University, Adana Health Sciences Dept of Nursing, Balcali, Adana 01330, TURKEY

After attending this presentation, attendees will gain an understanding of the relationship that exists between the individual 
HQYLURQPHQWDO� IDFWRUV� RI� KRQRU�EDVHG� NLOOLQJV� FRPPLWWHG� E\� IDPLO\�PHPEHUV� DQG� WKH� UHDVRQV� EHKLQG� VXFK� DFWV� LQ� YDULRXV� FXOWXUDO�
contexts, thus assisting in the development of preventive interventions.

This presentation will assist the forensic science community by identifying the causes of culturally and traditionally accepted crimes 
committed against female members of the family by their male relatives and will assist in the development of preventive programs by 
preparing the grounds for the establishment of policies and strategies that will eventually pave the way for preventive and ameliorative 
measures.

+RQRU�FDQ�EH�GH¿QHG�DV�WKH�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�PRUDO�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�VRFLDO�YDOXHV�VXFK�DV�FKDVWLW\�1��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��LWV�PHDQLQJ�LQ�7XUNLVK�
UHIHUV�WR�WKH�UXOHV�UHJDUGLQJ�VH[�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�UHOLJLRQ���,Q�7XUNH\��KRQRU�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�JHQHUDOO\�WR�EH�V\QRQ\PRXV�ZLWK�VH[XDO�SXULW\�2,3 

'HVSLWH�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�SHUFHSWLRQV�DPRQJ�GLIIHUHQW�SHRSOH��LW�KDV�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�WUHQG�LV�WR�FRQVLGHU�ZRPHQ��
their bodies and their sexuality, and their control as elements of honor.  In this context, to the male members of the family, honor relates 
WR�D�PDQ¶V�ZLIH��VLVWHU��PRWKHU��RWKHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��DQG�HYHQ�WR�WKH�RWKHU�ZRPHQ�LQ�KLV�FLUFOHV���$V�VXFK��KH�KDV�D�GXW\�WR�NHHS�DQ�H\H�
RQ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�ZRPHQ���7KLV�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�SUHVVXUH�RQ�ZRPHQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�DUHDV�ZKHUH�WULEDO�DQG�NLQVKLS�ERQGV�DUH�VWURQJ�RU�ZKHUH�
small-scale and face-to-face relationships are established.  By controlling her sexual behavior, a woman provides information to society 
not only about her own honor but also about the honor and pride of her family.4

Behavioral repertories that can be considered as components of a woman’s sexuality comprise not only her sexual relationships but 
also many other forms of behavior, such as her way of dressing, holding hands with the opposite sex, requesting a song for a man on 
WHOHYLVLRQ�RU�UDGLR��NLVVLQJ��DQG�ÀLUWLQJ�5 

+RQRU�NLOOLQJV�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�DV�D�VRFLDO�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FXOWXUHV�LQ�ZKLFK�ZRPHQ�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�FRPPRGLW\�6,7  If a woman in 
7XUNH\�GHIDPHV�KHU�RZQ�KRQRU�RU�WKH�KRQRU�RI�KHU�IDPLO\�WKURXJK�KHU�EHKDYLRU��VKH�PD\�EH�SXQLVKHG�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V��YHUEDOO\�DQG�RU�
SK\VLFDOO\���DV�LQ�PDQ\�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV���,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�KRQRU�NLOOLQJV��D�VLQJOH�SHUFHSWLRQ�LV�HQRXJK�WR�WULJJHU�D�FULVLV�8

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�UHVHDUFK�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�3RSXODWLRQ�)XQG��PRUH�WKDQ�������ZRPHQ�DUH�NLOOHG�HYHU\�\HDU�LQ�KRQRU�
EDVHG�NLOOLQJV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�9 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�7KH�*UDQG�1DWLRQDO�$VVHPEO\�RI�7XUNH\��7%00���������KRQRU�EDVHG�NLOOLQJV�WRRN�SODFH�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������
and 322 of those were reported as murders committed in the name of honor.  Unfortunately, as the statistical data related to crimes are 
FODVVL¿HG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�WHUPV�RI�FULPH��DV�VWDWHG�LQ�WKH�7XUNLVK�3HQDO�&RGH��KRQRU�NLOOLQJV�DUH�UHFRUGHG�RQO\�DV�KRPLFLGHV�LQ�WKH�
VWDWLVWLFV��PDNLQJ�LW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�FRPSLOH�FRQFLVH�GDWD�UHODWHG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WR�KRQRU�NLOOLQJV�10

7KLV� VWXG\�FROOHFWHG�RQO\� WKH� WHQ�¿OHV� WKDW�ZHUH�VHQW� WR�7KH��QG���UG��DQG��WK�+LJK�&ULPLQDO�&RXUWV�RI� WKH�$GDQD�&RXUWKRXVH�
EHWZHHQ�-XQH������DQG�-XQH������DQG�WKDW�ZHUH�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�WKH�$GDQD�&RXUWKRXVH��WKH�1DWLRQDO�-XVWLFH�1HWZRUN�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6\VWHP�

Providing a clear overview to attendees , focus will be on the individual cases, the cultural infrastructure of the geographical regions 
LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�NLOOLQJV�WRRN�SODFH��DQG�WKH�ORFDO�VRFLDO�DWWLWXGHV���7KH�FDVHV�SUHVHQWHG�KHUH�KDYH�DOO�EHHQ�¿QDOL]HG�ZLWK�FRXUW�GHFLVLRQV���
)RFXVLQJ�RQO\�RQ� VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG� VRFLDO�SUHVVXUH�DV� WKH�FDXVHV�RI�KRQRU�NLOOLQJV�PD\�� LQ� D�ZD\�� FDXVH� WKH�YLROHQFH�
FRPPLWWHG�E\�D�SHUVRQ�RU�SHRSOH�WR�EH�RYHUORRNHG���3UHYHQWLRQ�RI�KRQRU�NLOOLQJV�VKRXOG�VWDUW�E\�VHWWLQJ�DVLGH�WKH�FXUUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYH�
toward the concept.  In order to change the traditional perception and judgments of gender, there are a number of necessary steps that 
PXVW�EH�WDNHQ��SULPDULO\�E\�SXEOLF�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV��ZKR�PXVW�WDNH�HIIHFWLYH�PHDVXUHV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�VHFXULW\�RI�OLIH�
for women is a priority.

9LROHQFH�DJDLQVW�ZRPHQ�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�UHVHDUFK�IRU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��ZKLOH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�KDV�EHHQ�WDNLQJ�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�
WKH�LVVXH�IRU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��GHVSLWH�WKLV��VLJQL¿FDQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�KDYH�RQO\�EHHQ�UHDOL]HG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ODVW�WHQ�\HDUV���)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��
LW�LV�YLWDO�WKDW�WKLV�PDWWHU�EH�D�VXEMHFW�RI�SHUSHWXDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFHV�VR�DV�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�DZDUHQHVV�
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�QRW�RQO\�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFHV��EXW�DOVR�LQ�VRFLDO�GHYHORSPHQW���$FFRUGLQJO\��WKLV�VWXG\�UHFRPPHQGV�WKDW�WKHVH�
cases should be considered on a much broader base and discussed more at an international level.
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