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I37 Parricides and Crime Scene Behaviors — Do They Tell the Story?

Wade C. Myers, MD*, Brown University, Dept of Psych & Human Behavior, Forensic Psychiatry Program, 1 Hoppin Street, Ste 204, 
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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�EH�PRUH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�DERXW�SV\FKRORJLFDO�PRWLYDWLRQV�IRU�SDUULFLGH�FDVHV�DQG�
how crime scene analysis can aid in understanding the crime and the possibilities of preventing it.

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO� LPSDFW� WKH� IRUHQVLF� VFLHQFH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�H[SDQGLQJ�NQRZOHGJH� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�YLFWLPV�DQG�RIIHQGHUV�RI�
SDUULFLGH�FDVHV�E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�FULPH�VFHQH�EHKDYLRUV�IRU�LQVLJKW�LQWR�IDPLO\�G\QDPLFV�DQG�PRWLYHV�IRU�WKH�FULPH�

Parricides, while being a rare event, are one of the most sensational crimes that attract the attention of the media, clinicians, and 

UHVHDUFKHUV�ZRUOGZLGH���0XFK�UHVHDUFK�KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�RQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�SDUULFLGH�GHVSLWH�WKH�LQFLGHQFH�EHLQJ�RQO\�DERXW������WR������
of all homicides yearly.  Often research focuses on the offender’s and the victim’s characteristics in order to evaluate the crime and 

PRWLYH��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�YHU\�OLPLWHG�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�WKH�FULPH�VFHQH�EHKDYLRUV���%DVLF�NQRZOHGJH�RI�SDUULFLGH�LQ�PXOWLSOH�VWXGLHV�VKRZV�
WKDW�RIIHQGHUV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�DGXOW�:KLWH�PDOHV�ZLWK�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV�ZKR�RIWHQ�WDUJHW�WKHLU�PRWKHUV���'LIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�DGXOWV�DQG�
DGROHVFHQWV�ZKR�FRPPLW�SDUULFLGH�VKRZ�WKDW�DGXOWV�KDYH�D�KLJKHU�LQFLGHQFH�RI�VFKL]RSKUHQLD�RU�D�SV\FKRWLF�SURFHVV�EHLQJ�SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�
time of the crime.1,2��6RPH�VWXGLHV�KDYH�SRLQWHG�WR�DEXVH�DV�WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ�LQ�DGROHVFHQWV�ZKR�FRPPLW�SDUULFLGH���'U��.DWKOHHQ�+HLGH�
has shown in multiple studies the differences between adult and adolescent offenders, such as most single victim-single offender cases 

RI�SDUULFLGH�LQYROYH�DGXOW�PDOHV�RI�:KLWH��QRQ�+LVSDQLF�HWKQLFLW\���6WXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKH�DJH�RI�WKH�RIIHQGHU�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�DV�WR�
which parent is targeted as the victim (i.e., offenders less than 30 years old target the father, stepfather, and stepmother, while offenders 

who are older target their mothers as the victim).3-5  

While research has focused on demographics, motive, social, legal, and psychological factors such as mental health and abuse 

KLVWRU\��PLQLPDO�UHVHDUFK�RI�FULPH�VFHQH�EHKDYLRUV�LQ�SDUULFLGH�FDVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�H[SORUHG���2WKHU�W\SHV�RI�KRPLFLGHV�DUH�RIWHQ�SUR¿OHG�
EDVHG�RQ�FULPH�VFHQH�DQDO\VLV��VR�ZK\�QRW�RSHQ�WKLV�GRRU�ZKHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�SDUULFLGHV�DV�ZHOO"��3UHYLRXV�DQDO\VLV�RI�FULPH�VFHQH�UHVHDUFK�
LQ�SDUULFLGHV�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�ZHDSRQV�WKH�RIIHQGHU�XVHG�DQG�VLJQV�RI�RYHUNLOO���&ULPH�VFHQH�DQDO\VLV�DQG�SUR¿OHV�KDYH�EHHQ�
invaluable tools for investigators and police to help understand the offender of violent crimes, but this concept has not been used to 

ORRN�DW�SDUULFLGH�FDVHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�HYHQWV�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�WKDW�OHDG�WR�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�WDNLQJ�WKHLU�SDUHQW¶V�OLIH���
To examine the components of crime scene behaviors and its implications within parricide, data from adolescent parricides will be 

SUHVHQWHG���'XH�WR�WKH�KLJK�LQFLGHQFH�RI�SV\FKRVLV�LQ�DGXOW�FDVHV�RI�SDUULFLGH��WKLV�GDWD�ZDV�H[FOXGHG�IURP�WKLV�VWXG\���7KLV�VWXG\�ZLOO�
present preliminary data about adolescent parricide offenders and crime scene behaviors such as condition of body when found (covered, 

IDFH�FRYHUHG��DQG�PRYHG�RU�KLGGHQ���W\SH�RI�DWWDFN��EOLW]��VXUSULVH��RU�FRQ�GHFHLYHG���SUHVHQFH�RI�GHIHQVLYH�ZRXQGV��VLJQV�RI�RYHUNLOO��
ZHDSRQ�XVHG��FRQIHVVLRQ�W\SH�SODQV�WR�DYRLG�GHWHFWLRQ��DQG�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DWWDFN���7KH�KRSH�LV�WKDW�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKHVH�XQLTXH�FULPH�
scene behaviors, better insight into parricide can be acquired.
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