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$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�SRVVLEOH�SV\FKRVRFLDO�IDFWRUV�WKDW�PD\�EH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�
various modalities of violent behaviors enacted by the sample cohort examined (directed against others, directed against objects, and 
self-directed) in order to identify targeted strategies of prevention and treatment.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by assessing the role of psychosocial factors in the etiology of violent 
behavior.

,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��QXPHURXV�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�KDYH�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�SDWLHQWV�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�VHYHUH�PHQWDO� LOOQHVV�DUH�DW�JUHDWHU�ULVN�RI�
HQJDJLQJ� LQ�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRU�� �6HYHUDO� ULVN� IDFWRUV� WKDW� LQFUHDVH� WKH�SUREDELOLW\�RI�SV\FKLDWULF�SDWLHQWV�FRPPLWWLQJ�YLROHQW�DFWV�KDYH�
EHHQ� LGHQWL¿HG�� �6RPH�RI� WKH� IDFWRUV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRU�DUH�DOVR�SV\FKRVRFLDO�� LQFOXGLQJ�� � WKH�RFFXUUHQFH�RI� VWUHVVIXO�
HYHQWV��EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�³SDWKRJHQLF´�RU�³GLVLQWHUHVWHG´�IDPLO\��D�IDPLO\�KLVWRU\�RI�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�DQG�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRU��DQG�SRYHUW\�DQG�
deprivation of the family of origin.  There is evidence in the literature to suggest that some psychosocial factors exert a protective effect.

Method:��7KH�IRXU�GLIIHUHQW�SXEOLF�SV\FKLDWULF�RXWSDWLHQW�IDFLOLWLHV�WDNHQ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�PHW�DOO�WKH�VDPH�FULWHULD�RI�KRPRJHQHLW\���
In addition, the local social service agencies in each municipality were involved in the investigation.  The sample consisted of 1,582 
subjects.  The resulting data were stored in a dedicated database.  Psychosocial factors and various modalities of violent behavior were 
the main focus in the sample. 

Results:� �0RVW� SDWLHQWV� KDG� ORQJ� FOLQLFDO� KLVWRULHV� �����RI� WKH� FDVHV� KDG�PRUH� WKDQ� ��� \HDUV� RI� KLVWRU\�� DQG� KDG� RIWHQ� EHHQ�
KRVSLWDOL]HG��VRPHWLPHV�IRUFLEO\��RYHU�WKH�\HDUV���7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�GLDJQRVLV�ZDV�PRRG�GLVRUGHU�����������$IWHU�WKH�¿UVW�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
the facility, virtually all patients were placed on psychopharmacological treatment (84%). 

9LROHQW�EHKDYLRU�HPHUJHG�LQ�WKH�FOLQLFDO�KLVWRULHV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�WKLUG���������RI�WKH�SDWLHQWV�LQ�WKLV�VDPSOH���0DOHV�ZHUH�FOHDUO\�
predominant among patients exhibiting violent behavior (65.74%).  In the majority of cases, this behavior was directed exclusively 
WRZDUG�RWKHUV�����������7KHUH�ZDV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRU�DQG�D�IDPLO\�KLVWRU\�RI�HLWKHU�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�RU�
violent behavior.  In approximately half of these cases, the victim of the violence was one of the parents. 

One episode of violent behavior toward other persons was recorded in 27.9% of the total sample.  For the most part, this behavior 
ZDV�HQDFWHG�E\�PHQ���������,QGHHG��PDOH�VH[�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�ULVN�IDFWRU�IRU�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRU�WRZDUG�RWKHUV���+DYLQJ�D�VXSSRUWLYH�IDPLO\�
UHGXFHG�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�HQDFWLQJ�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�RWKHUV���%\�FRQWUDVW��WKLV�SUREDELOLW\�ZDV�LQFUHDVHG�E\�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�GLVLQWHUHVWHG�
IDPLO\�RU�D�³SDWKRJHQLF´�IDPLO\���*RRG�LQWUD�IDPLOLDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZHUH�VHHQ�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�SUREDELOLW\�RI�FRPPLWWLQJ�DFWV�RI�YLROHQFH�
DJDLQVW� RWKHUV��ZKLOH� SRRU� LQWUD�IDPLOLDO� UHODWLRQVKLSV� LQFUHDVHG� WKLV� SUREDELOLW\�� �/LNHZLVH�� WKH� SUREDELOLW\� RI� HQJDJLQJ� LQ� YLROHQFH�
against others was reduced when extra-familial relationships were good or satisfactory.  By contrast, poor extra-familial relationships 
LQFUHDVHG�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�RWKHUV���+DYLQJ�D�JRRG�SV\FKRVRFLDO�OHYHO�ZDV�VHHQ�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�SUREDELOLW\�RI�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�
violence against others as was a satisfactory psychosocial level.

Discussion:� �*HQHUDOO\� VSHDNLQJ�� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� SUHYDOHQFH� RI� YLROHQW� EHKDYLRU� HPHUJHG� LQ� WKLV� VDPSOH�� HVSHFLDOO\� DPRQJ�PRUH�
VHULRXVO\�LOO�SV\FKLDWULF�SDWLHQWV��SV\FKRWLF�GLVRUGHUV����0RUHRYHU��DV�WKLV�VWXG\�XQHTXLYRFDOO\�GHPRQVWUDWHV��WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�LQYHVWLJDWHG�
LV��LQ�WHUPV�RI�PDJQLWXGH�DQG�JUDYLW\��FRQVLGHUDEOH���7KLV�¿UVW�¿QGLQJ��ZKLFK�KDV�D�GLUHFW�DQG�LPPHGLDWH�LPSDFW��UHTXLUHV�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�
in order to draft adequate treatment programs. 

7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SV\FKRVRFLDO�SURWHFWLYH�IDFWRUV�LV�WKHUHIRUH�FRQ¿UPHG���,Q�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�GDWD��WKLV�VWXG\�FRQ¿UPHG�
WKH�JHQHUDO�¿QGLQJ�WKDW�SURWHFWLYH�IDFWRUV�SOD\�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�LQ�SUHYHQWLQJ�WKH�HQDFWPHQW�RI�YLROHQW�EHKDYLRU�
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Apart from the results yielded by the present research, many of which are in agreement with the literature, some of the limits typical 
RI�D�UHWURVSHFWLYH�VWXG\�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�DFFRXQW��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�SDUWLDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�PHGLFDO�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH���0RUHRYHU��
episodes of violent behavior on the part of patients in public health service care are not always reported in clinical records.  It therefore 
VHHPV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�ZDV�XQGHUHVWLPDWHG�LQ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�VDPSOH�VWXGLHG��
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