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J21 The Origin of a Tracing

Donald D. Moryan, BS*, 4930 N 31st Street, Forest Park, GA 30297

After attending this presentation, attendees will have a better understanding of how signature tracings are created.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by showing examination techniques involving traced signatures.

7KLV� SUHVHQWDWLRQ�GHWDLOV� D� FDVH� VWXG\� UHJDUGLQJ� D� OLIH� LQVXUDQFH�GRFXPHQW� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�EHQH¿FLDU\� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV� DOOHJHGO\�
changed.  The authenticity of the principle signature was in question.  Examination revealed the signature was spurious and possibly 

D�VLPXODWLRQ�RU�D�WUDFLQJ�RI�D�JHQXLQH�VLJQDWXUH���$W�¿UVW�JODQFH��WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�VLJQDWXUH�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�VSXULRXV���,W�FRQWDLQHG�PDQ\�
IHDWXUHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�VLPXODWLRQ�WUDFLQJ�RI�D�JHQXLQH�VLJQDWXUH���8QQDWXUDO�PRYHPHQW�DQG�WKH�DSSDUHQW�ODFN�RI�VSHHG�LQ�ZULWLQJ�ZDV�
SUHVHQW���7KH�VLJQDWXUH�DOVR�ZDV�RI�SRRU�OLQH�TXDOLW\�DQG�FRQWDLQHG�SHQ�OLIWV���%OXQW�EHJLQQLQJ�DQG�HQGLQJ�VWURNHV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�DV�ZHOO���
Further inspection revealed the questioned signature was pictorially similar to the victim’s standard signatures that were provided.  The 

VLJQDWXUHV�ZHUH�VR�VLPLODU�WKDW�GHWDLOHG�VFUXWLQ\�RI�HDFK�NQRZQ�VLJQDWXUH�ZDV�ZDUUDQWHG�WR�DVFHUWDLQ�LI�LQGHHG�RQH�RI�WKHP�ZDV�XVHG�DV�
a possible model for the questioned signature.  

7KH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�RQH�NQRZQ�VLJQDWXUH�DQG�WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�VLJQDWXUH�ORRNHG�UHPDUNDEO\�DOLNH���0LFURVFRSLF�H[DPLQDWLRQ�
of the questioned signature did not reveal any of the typical signs of a tracing, such as pencil or carbon remnants nor any indented lines.  

$OVR��H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�VWDQGDUG�VLJQDWXUH�GLG�QRW�UHYHDO�DQ\�VXFK�HYLGHQFH���2YHUOD\LQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�DQG�NQRZQ�VLJQDWXUHV�
SURYHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�VLJQDWXUH�ZDV�D�WUDFLQJ�RI�WKH�NQRZQ�VLJQDWXUH���([DPLQDWLRQ�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�NQRZQ�GRFXPHQWV�ZLWK�REOLTXH�OLJKWLQJ�
WHFKQLTXHV� UHYHDOHG� LQGHQWHG� OLQHV�DGMDFHQW� WR� OHWWHUV�RI� WKH�¿UVW�QDPH�� �7KHVH� LQGHQWDWLRQV�FRUUHVSRQGHG�H[DFWO\� WR� WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�
VLJQDWXUH���7KLV�SURYHG�WKH�NQRZQ�VLJQDWXUH�ZDV�XVHG�DV�WKH�PRGHO�IRU�WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�VLJQDWXUH���7KH�WUDFLQJ�ZDV�XQGRXEWHGO\�PDGH�
ZLWK�WKH�XVH�RI�WUDQVPLWWHG�OLJKW���7KLV�ZRXOG�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�VWUD\�LQGHQWHG�OLQHV�RQ�WKH�NQRZQ�GRFXPHQW���&RQFOXVLRQV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
GUDZQ�IURP�WKLV�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DUH�������WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�VLJQDWXUH�LV�D�WUDFLQJ��DQG������WKH�VLJQDWXUH�DSSHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�FRSLHG�
HPHUJHQF\�GDWD�UHFRUG�ZDV�WKH�PRGHO�XVHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�VLJQDWXUH���

'HWHUPLQLQJ�DXWKRUVKLS�ZDV�DQRWKHU�PDWWHU���7UDFHG�VLJQDWXUHV�FRQWDLQ�QR�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKHLU�ZULWHU�DV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�RI�D�ZULWWHQ�OLQH�
KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�QDWXUDO�ZULWLQJ���7KH\�GR�QRW�FRQWDLQ�KDQGZULWLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKHLU�PDNHU�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�DUH�QRW�LGHQWL¿DEOH���
7KHUHIRUH��LQ�WKLV�FDVH��QR�RSLQLRQ�FRXOG�EH�PDGH�RQ�WKH�PDNHU�RI�WKH�WUDFHG�VLJQDWXUH���(YHQ�LI�QR�FRQFOXVLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�DXWKRUVKLS�
could be made, the discovery of the model signature is very important, even though forgery can be proven without locating the model 

signature. 
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