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J24 The American Dreyfus Affair:  Parallels Between the Alfred Dreyfus and the Leo 
Frank Matters in America

Arthur T. Anthony, BS*, Forensic Document Examiner, PO Box 620420, Atlanta, GA 30362

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ� WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO� OHDUQ�DERXW� WKH�KLVWRULFDO�DVSHFWV�RI�D�QRWRULRXV�PXUGHU�FDVH� WKDW� WRRN�SODFH� LQ�
Atlanta, GA, in 1913 and the involvement of questioned documents.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by discussing how forensic science and the judicial system has 

evolved over the past 100 years.

,Q�������0DU\�3KDJDQ��D�WHHQDJH�ZRUNHU�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3HQFLO�)DFWRU\�LQ�$WODQWD��*$��ZDV�IRXQG�PXUGHUHG�LQ�WKH�EDVHPHQW�RI�
the factory.  A handwritten note, in two pieces, was left at the murder scene and was the initial focal point of the investigation.  This 

GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLOO�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�HQVXLQJ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�E\�WKH�$WODQWD�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW��WKH�3LQNHUWRQ�'HWHFWLYH�$JHQF\��DQG�WKH�GHIHQVH�
WHDP�IRU�/HR�)UDQN��WKH�IDFWRU\�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�ZKR�ZDV�XOWLPDWHO\�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�3KDJDQ¶V�PXUGHU�

/HR�)UDQN��RI�-HZLVK�GHVFHQW��ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�7H[DV�EXW��DV�D�\RXQJ�PDQ��PRYHG�WR�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�ZLWK�KLV�IDPLO\���+H�XOWLPDWHO\�
JUDGXDWHG�IURP�&RUQHOO�8QLYHUVLW\�ZLWK�D�GHJUHH�LQ�0HFKDQLFDO�(QJLQHHULQJ���+LV�XQFOH�DQG�WZR�LQYHVWRUV�RZQHG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3HQFLO�
)DFWRU\�LQ�$WODQWD��*$��DQG�QHHGHG�VRPHRQH�WR�WDNH�RYHU�LWV�GDLO\�RSHUDWLRQ���7KH\�FRQYLQFHG�)UDQN�WR�WUDYHO�WR�*HUPDQ\�WR�OHDUQ�WKH�
SHQFLO�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�SURFHVV�EHIRUH�WDNLQJ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�IDFWRU\���+H�VSHQW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�D�\HDU�LQ�*HUPDQ\�OHDUQLQJ�WKH�EXVLQHVV�DQG��
DIWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��WRRN�RYHU�VXSHUYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�$WODQWD�IDFWRU\���)UDQN�EHFDPH�D�SURPLQHQW�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�$WODQWD�
Jewish community, at that time the largest in the American southeast.

/HR�)UDQN�XOWLPDWHO\�EHFDPH�WKH�IRFXV�LQ�WKH�PXUGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�0DU\�3KDJDQ���+H�ZDV�WULHG�DQG�FRQYLFWHG�RI�3KDJDQ¶V�PXUGHU�
DQG�VHQWHQFHG�WR�GHDWK���7KH�JRYHUQRU�RI�*HRUJLD�FRPPXWHG�KLV�VHQWHQFH�WR�OLIH�LQ�SULVRQ�KRSLQJ�WKDW�)UDQN�ZRXOG�EH�H[RQHUDWHG���1RW�
VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKLV��D�YLJLODQWH�PRE�GUDJJHG�/HR�)UDQN�IURP�WKH�SULVRQ�DQG�WRRN�KLP�WR�D�UHPRWH�DUHD�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�KXQJ���6RPH�QHZV�
DUWLFOHV�RI�WKH�WLPH�WHUPHG�WKLV�WUDJHG\�DV�WKH�$PHULFDQ�'UH\IXV�$IIDLU���7KH�SDUDOOHOV�DUH�VLPLODU�DV�WR�WKH�DQWL�6HPLWLF�DVSHFWV�DJDLQVW�
ERWK�WKH�SULQFLSDOV��$OIUHG�'UH\IXV�DQG�/HR�)UDQN��DQG�WKHLU�KDWUHG�E\�WKH�SXEOLF��
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