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J25 Standardization of Conclusions:  Meeting Current Needs

Thomas W. Vastrick, BS*, 522 S Hunt Club Boulevard, Ste 217, Apopka, FL 32803

$IWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DWWHQGHHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KRZ�FXUUHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�PD\�UHTXLUH�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�WR�
standards.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by bringing attention to the need to address the schism between 

VFLHQWL¿F�ODQJXDJH�DQG�OHJDOHVH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�SURSRVH�VWDQGDUG�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$FDGHP\�
of Sciences (NAS) Report, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States:  A Path Forward.

)RUHQVLF�GRFXPHQW�H[DPLQDWLRQ�KDV�XWLOL]HG�VWDQGDUGL]DWLRQ�RI�FRQFOXVLRQV�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�QRZ���0DQ\�ZRXOG�KDUNHQ�EDFN�WR�D�
SRSXODU�SDSHU�DXWKRUHG�E\�7KRPDV�0F$OH[DQGHU��-DQ�%HFN��DQG�5RQ�'LFN�WKDW�SURYLGHG�WKH�RXWOLQH�WKDW�ZDV�DGRSWHG�E\�6FLHQWL¿F�
Working Group for Forensic Document Examination� �6:*'2&�� DQG� HYHQWXDOO\�EHFDPH� WKH�$PHULFDQ�6RFLHW\� IRU�7HVWLQJ� DQG�
0DWHULDOV� �$670�� 6WDQGDUG� (������ ZKLFK� ZDV� QRW� RQO\� UHIHUHQFHG� EXW� TXRWHG� YHUEDWLP� LQ� WKH� 1$6� 5HSRUW�� � 6XEVHTXHQW� WR� WKH�
DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�1$6�5HSRUW�� WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�QR�VLJQL¿FDQW�FKDQJHV� WR� WKH�VWDQGDUGL]DWLRQ�RI�FRQFOXVLRQV�� WKLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ� WKDW�
ZH�QHFHVVDULO\�KDYH�WR�FKDQJH�DQ\WKLQJ�� �+RZHYHU�� WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�EULQJV�RQH�H[DPLQHU¶V�WKRXJKWV�IRU�OLPLWHG�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�WR�WKH�
table for discussion and debate.  Prompters to these ideas have been the NAS Report, discussions with other document examiners, and 

suggestions from the legal profession.

7KH�1$6�5HSRUW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�VWDWHV�WKDW�IRUHQVLF�H[DPLQDWLRQV�VKRXOG�FXOPLQDWH�LQ�FRQFOXVLRQV���7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�RWKHU�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�
that have suggested a wholesale termination of providing conclusions, but this is not in line with the recommendations of the NAS 

5HSRUW�DQG�FRQWUDU\�WR�WKH�SDWK�WKDW�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�LV�WDNLQJ���7KH�UHSRUW�GHYHORSV�IXUWKHU�WKDW�UHSRUWV�VKRXOG��³GHVFULEH��DW�D�PLQLPXP��
methods and materials, procedures, results, and conclusions, and they should identify, as appropriate, the sources of uncertainty in the 

SURFHGXUHV�DQG�FRQFOXVLRQV�DORQJ�ZLWK�HVWLPDWHV�RI�WKHLU�VFDOH��WR�LQGLFDWH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHVXOWV��´
([DPLQHUV�RIWHQ�FRPH�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�VFLHQWL¿F�WHUPLQRORJ\�DQG�OHJDO�WHUPLQRORJ\���

7KH�PRVW� FRPPRQ� VLWXDWLRQ� LQYROYHV� WKH� TXHVWLRQ�� ³,V� \RXU� FRQFOXVLRQ�ZLWKLQ� D� UHDVRQDEOH� GHJUHH� RI� VFLHQWL¿F� FHUWDLQW\"´� �0DQ\�
H[DPLQHUV�VKXGGHU�DW� WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��SULPDULO\�EHFDXVH�WKH�OHJDO�SURIHVVLRQ�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�XQDEOH�WR�SURYLGH�D�VWDQGDUGL]HG�GH¿QLWLRQ�
IRU�WKDW�WHUP���$QRWKHU�FRPPRQ�TXHVWLRQ�LV��³+RZ�GRHV�WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�OHYHO�RI�RXU�FRQFOXVLRQV�FRLQFLGH�ZLWK�WKH�OHJDO�OHYHOV�RI�SURRI�
UHTXLUHPHQW"´�

'RFXPHQW�H[DPLQHUV�KDYH�H[SUHVVHG�FHUWDLQ�FRQFHUQV�ZLWK�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDWXV�RI�VWDQGDUGL]HG�WHUPV�WR�LQFOXGH�VRPH�RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH�
XVHG�DQG�WKDW�WKH�VWDQGDUG�UHÀHFWV�DQ�LQDFFXUDWH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�VLGH�RI�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�VFDOH�DQG�WKH�GLVDVVRFLDWLRQ�VLGH�
of the conclusion scale are mirror images.  It is widely accepted within the practice of forensic document examination that eliminations 

DUH�LQKHUHQWO\�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�WKDQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��LQ�JHQHUDO����$V�VXFK��WKH�OHYHO�RI�HYLGHQFH�LV�RIWHQ�PXFK�VWURQJHU�IRU�HOLPLQDWLRQ�WKDQ�
LWV�FRXQWHUSDUW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHDFK�D�OHYHO�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH�UHTXLUHG�WR�XVH�FRPSDUDEOH�YRFDEXODU\�LQ�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�VWDWHPHQW��

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DGGUHVVHV�WKHVH�LVVXHV�DQG�SURSRVHV�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWDQGDUG�WKDW�GLUHFWO\�DGGUHVV�DOO�RI�WKHVH�FRQFHUQV���
This presentation is one examiner’s opinion and should be considered as such — hopefully initiating conversation and further debate 

leading to action.

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFH�VWDQGDUGL]DWLRQ�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�KHDGHG�WRZDUG�D�PDMRU�VKLIW���+RZHYHU��DV�LV�FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�E\�
TXHVWLRQHG�GRFXPHQW�H[DPLQHUV��DOO�NQRZQ�PRYHPHQW�RI�VXFK�PRQXPHQWDO�SURSRUWLRQV�DUH�RIWHQ�VORZ�DQG�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�
VHULRXVQHVV�RI�WKH�WDVN���$V�VXFK��LW�UHPDLQV�ZLWK�HDFK�GLVFLSOLQH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IRUHQVLF�VFLHQFHV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�EHVW�SRVVLEOH�VWDQGDUGV���
Examiners need not wait on anyone.  If one profession does not provide a standard for a term or phrase, why can’t the subject-matter 

H[SHUW�SURYLGH�D�GH¿QLWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�VWDQGDUG�E\�WKRVH�ZLWKLQ�RXU�SURIHVVLRQ"�
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