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-��� 7KH� 5HOLDELOLW\� RI� +DQG� 3ULQWLQJ� ,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ� E\� WKH� )RUHQVLF� 'RFXPHQW�
Examiner

Linda L. Mitchell, BS*, 243 S Escondido Boulevard, #304, Escondido, CA 92025-4116; and Mara L. Merlino, PhD*, 1066 Tamworth 
Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601

After attending this presentation, attendees will be aware of the preliminary results of the most recent study involving the ability 

RI�WKH�)RUHQVLF�'RFXPHQW�([DPLQHU��)'(��WR�SURSHUO\�LGHQWLI\�WKH�DXWKRUV�RI�EORFN�SULQWLQJ���7KH\�ZLOO�DOVR�KDYH�UHYLHZHG�WKH�PRVW�
current Daubert rulings on this aspect of handwriting analysis.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by explaining how the results of this study will directly affect 

future Daubert challenges by providing blind study data that could potentially support the premise that current protocols for forensic 

KDQGZULWLQJ�DQDO\VLV�DOVR�DSSO\�WR�KDQG�SULQWLQJ��VSHFL¿FDOO\�EORFN�SULQWLQJ�
2Q�2FWREHU����������WKH��WK�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�)HGHUDO�&RXUW�IRU�WKH�:HVWHUQ�'LVWULFW�RI�:LVFRQVLQ�FRQGXFWHG�D�Daubert hearing to 

GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WHVWLPRQ\�E\�DQ�)'(�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KDQG�SULQWLQJ�³UHVWV�RQ�D�UHOLDEOH�IRXQGDWLRQ�´1  The court ruled 

that the theories of handwriting analysis have not been adequately tested and found reliable when applied to hand printing.  In this 

instance, Bolsover’s testimony was excluded.

$OWHUQDWLYHO\��LQ�0D\�RI�������WKHUH�ZDV�D�VLPLODU�UHTXHVW�IRU�D�Daubert hearing in the 15th Judicial Circuit Court in Palm Beach, 

)/��UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�UHOLDELOLW\�RI�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�KDQG�SULQWLQJ�2  The court ruled that Daubert requisites had been met by 

)'(V�:LOOLDP�)O\QQ�DQG�*UDQW�6SHUU\���7HVWLPRQ\�RI�WKLV�NLQG�ZDV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH������.DP�/LQ�VWXG\�ZKHUHLQ�LW�ZDV�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�
)'(V�SHUIRUP�EHWWHU�WKDQ�OD\SHUVRQV�LQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�ERWK�FXUVLYH�DQG�KDQG�SULQWLQJ�3

,W�KDV�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IRUHQVLF�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�KDQG�SULQWLQJ��VSHFL¿FDOO\�EORFN�OHWWHUV��KDV�EHFRPH�
PRUH�FRPPRQO\�XVHG�LQ�HYHU\GD\�ZULWLQJ���,W�LV�YHU\�IUHTXHQWO\�VHHQ�LQ�IRUPV��DGGUHVVHV��DQG�ZRUN�UHODWHG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DV�ZHOO���
Because of these factors, it has become increasingly important to verify for the purposes of Daubert that forensic examination of hand 

SULQWHG�GRFXPHQWV�E\�TXDOL¿HG�)'(V�LV�UHOLDEOH���7KLV�VWXG\�ZDV�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�SDUWLDO�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�FLWHG�ODFN�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�
UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�KDQG�SULQWLQJ���,W�LV�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�)'(¶V�UHOLDELOLW\�LQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�EORFN�OHWWHU�KDQG�
printing (ALL CAPITALS) using the same methods and protocols as cursive.  The virtual absence of lower-case letters in this study is 

H[SHFWHG�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�SRWHQWLDO�YDULDWLRQ�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOL]LQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�SUHVHQW�IRU�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SXUSRVHV���,W�OLNHZLVH�
PLUURUV�EORFN�SULQWLQJ�FRPPRQ�WR�)'(�FDVHZRUN��

7KH�PDWHULDOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWXG\�SDFNHWV�ZHUH�LQWHQGHG�WR�UHÀHFW�HYLGHQFH�DQG�SURFHGXUHV�VLPLODU�WR�QRUPDO�EHQFK�ZRUN�LQ�D�FRQGHQVHG�
IRUP���7ZHQW\�¿YH�TXHVWLRQHG�ZULWLQJV�ZHUH�RIIHUHG�LQ�LQGLYLGXDO�³FDVH�SDFNHWV�´��(DFK�ZDV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�VDPSOH�ZULWLQJ�RI�WKUHH�
SRWHQWLDO�³VXVSHFWV�´��3DUWLFLSDQWV�ZHUH�DVNHG�WR�RSLQH��RQ�D�QLQH�SRLQW�VFDOH��ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�HDFK�VXVSHFW�ZDV�WKH�ZULWHU�

7KH�³WHVWLQJ´�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�ZDV�FRQFOXGHG�LQ�2FWREHU������DQG�WKH�FRPSLOHG�GDWD�ZDV�DQDO\]HG�XQGHU�WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI�'U��
0DUD�0HUOLQR���7KH�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHVXOWV�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�DORQJ�ZLWK�SRWHQWLDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�DQDO\]HG�GDWD�VHWV�
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