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-��� 6RPH�5HDVRQV�IRU�4XDOL¿HG�&RQFOXVLRQV

Ronald N. Morris, BS*, 307 Springhill Circle, PO Box 905, Bedford, VA 24523

7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�WR�GLVFXVV�VRPH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�ZK\�D�)RUHQVLF�'RFXPHQW�([DPLQHU��)'(��LV�QRW�DOZD\V�DEOH�WR�
UHDFK�RU�H[SUHVV�DQ�XQTXDOL¿HG�FRQFOXVLRQ�DIWHU�FRQGXFWLQJ�DQ�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DQG�FRPSDULVRQ�EHWZHHQ�TXHVWLRQHG�DQG�NQRZQ�ZULWLQJV�

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by providing a better understanding of the reasons for and rationale 

EHKLQG�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�WR�H[SUHVV�TXDOL¿HG�FRQFOXVLRQV�LQ�WKRVH�FDVHV�ZKHUH�WKH�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�H[DPLQHG�ZULWLQJ�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�FRQFOXVLYH���
7KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�FXUUHQWO\�VRPH�EHOLHYH�WKDW� LQ�HYHU\�VFLHQFH�LW� LV�SRVVLEOH� WR�DOZD\V�UHDFK�DQ�XQTXDOL¿HG�
conclusion.  This position is blatantly absurd.

The examination and comparison of handwriting and hand printing is a reliable means of identifying individuals based on their 

ZULWLQJ�KDELWV���,W�LV�UHOLDEOH�ZKHQ�WKH�)'(�SURSHUO\��DFFXUDWHO\��DQG�FRQVHUYDWLYHO\�DSSOLHV�WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG�SULQFLSOHV�RI�KDQGZULWLQJ�DQG�
KDQG�SULQWLQJ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�SURYHQ�WUXH�DQG�FRUUHFW�RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV���7KHVH�SULQFLSOHV�DUH�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�LQ�QXPHURXV�
WH[WV�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�SDSHUV�ZULWWHQ�E\�TXDOL¿HG��FRPSHWHQW��DQG�HWKLFDO�)'(V�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��

5HDFKLQJ�DQ\�FRQFOXVLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�DXWKRUVKLS�RI�ZULWLQJ�PXVW�EH�VXSSRUWHG�E\� WKH�FRPELQHG�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI� WKH�HYLGHQFH� LQ�
WKH� H[DPLQHG�ZULWLQJV�� � ,Q�PDQ\� FDVHV�� WKH� HYLGHQFH� GRHV� QRW� VXSSRUW� DQ� XQTXDOL¿HG� FRQFOXVLRQ� DQG�ZKHQ� LW� GRHV� QRW�� WKH� )'(V�
PXVW�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�GHJUHH�RI�EHOLHI�WKH\�KDYH�FRQFHUQLQJ�DXWKRUVKLS���7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DGGUHVVHV�VRPH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�TXDOL¿HG�
conclusions and the language used to express them.

7KHUH�DUH�QXPHURXV�WHFKQLFDO�UHDVRQV�IRU�TXDOL¿HG�FRQFOXVLRQV���6HYHUDO�H[DPSOHV�RI�ZK\�LW�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�SRVVLEOH�WR�HLWKHU�LGHQWLI\�
or eliminate a writer will be discussed in the presentation. 

6RPH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�WR�EH�SUHVHQWHG�DQG�GLVFXVVHG�DUH�������WKH�ZULWLQJ�LV�LQVXI¿FLHQW�LQ�TXDQWLW\�RU�TXDOLW\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�KDV�PDUJLQDO�
YDOXH�IRU�FRPSDULVRQ�SXUSRVHV��HLWKHU�TXHVWLRQHG�RU�NQRZQ��RU�ERWK������OLPLWHG�ZULWLQJ��WKDW�LV�WKH�ZULWLQJ�PD\�FRQVLVW�RI�D�IHZ�JHQHUDO�
OHWWHUIRUPV�RU�PDUNV������VXI¿FLHQW�LQGLYLGXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�ZULWLQJ������XQQDWXUDO�RU�GLVJXLVHG�ZULWLQJ������VLPXODWLRQ�RU�WUDFLQJ������SDWFKLQJ�
DQG�UHWRXFKLQJ�RI�OHWWHUV�DQG�ZRUGV�WKDW�LV�QRW�H[SODLQDEOH�RU�DQ�LUUHFRQFLODEOH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�DQG�NQRZQ�ZULWLQJ������
FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�VW\OHV�RI�ZULWLQJ�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�D�OLPLWHG�DPRXQW�RI�VLPLODU�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV������ZULWLQJ�WKDW�LV�QRW�FRQWHPSRUDQHRXV��
����WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WUDQVLWRU\�DQG�RU�DFFLGHQWDO�IHDWXUHV�QRW�SUHVHQW�LQ�ERWK�TXHVWLRQHG�DQG�NQRZQ�VDPSOHV��DQG�������WKH�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�
photocopies, faxes, and digitally produced writing. 

7KH�SULQFLSOH�WKDW�LV�SUHVHQWHG�LV�WKDW�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�D�ZULWHU�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�FXPXODWLYH�HIIHFW�RI�DOO�WKH�DYDLODEOH�
observable evidence in the examined writing.  It should not be based on the presence or absence of any single characteristic, quality, or 

IHDWXUH�LQ�FRPPRQ�RU�GLIIHUHQW�LQ�WKH�ZULWLQJ���,I�WKH�FXPXODWLYH�HYLGHQFH�LV�QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�UHDFK�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�WKHUH�DEVROXWHO\�
ZDV�RU�ZDV�QRW�DQRWKHU�ZULWHU�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQHG�ZULWLQJ��WKHQ�DQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�HOLPLQDWLRQ�FRQFOXVLRQ�LV�MXVWL¿HG��

7KLV�VDPH�SULQFLSOH�DSSOLHV�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�LQVXI¿FLHQW�HYLGHQFH�WR�UHDFK�DQ�XQTXDOL¿HG�FRQFOXVLRQ���7KH�FXPXODWLYH�HYLGHQFH��ZKLOH�
QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�IRU�DQ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RU�HOLPLQDWLRQ��PXVW�EH�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�H[SUHVV�D�TXDOL¿HG�FRQFOXVLRQ���7KH�OHYHO�RI�FHUWDLQW\�H[SUHVVHG�
E\�WKH�ODQJXDJH�XVHG�PXVW�EH�DFFXUDWH�LQ�H[SUHVVLQJ�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�EHOLHI�WKH�)'(�KDV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�KLV�KHU�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DQG�
comparison. 

+DQGZULWLQJ��4XDOL¿HG��&RQFOXVLRQV


