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K36 Phencyclidine (PCP) in San Francisco:  A Review of 50 Postmortem and Human 
Performance Toxicology Cases Between 1997 and 2013

Alexander C. San Nicolas, MSFS*, 300 Davey Glen Road, 3801, Belmont, CA 94002; and Nikolas P. Lemos, PhD, OCME, Forensic Lab 
Division, Hall of Justice, N Terrace, 850 Bryant Street, San Francisco, CA 94103

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand the frequency of PCP detection as well as the concentration ranges of 
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manually interrogated. 
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deviation 0.03).  PCP was encountered by itself in seven of the 20 cases and in combination with other psychoactive compounds in 
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0.13, range 0.01-0.59, standard deviation 0.19.  PCP was encountered by itself in only two of the 24 cases.  In all other cases, it was 
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This presentation offers valuable information on the demographic distribution of PCP users and decedents in the City and County of 

San Francisco and offers PCP reference blood concentrations.  The San Francisco data suggests that PCP remains a popular recreational 
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PCP serves as only one compound of a typical poly-substance death involving PCP.  Comparison of mean blood concentrations indicates 
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3.5 times higher than those of living subjects.  The data presented is useful to forensic toxicologists, medical examiners, pathologists, 

FRURQHUV��DWWRUQH\V��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQWV��ZKR�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�LQWHUSUHW�3&3�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�LQ�+3�DQG�30�
toxicologic specimens, for the purpose of their medicolegal investigations.
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