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K41 The Psychological Autopsy:  Psychiatry & Behavioral Science and Toxicology in a 
Working Relationship — Suicide–A General Overview

Dean De Crisce, MD*, Special Treatment Unit-Annex, 15 Paddock Street, Avenel, NJ 07001

After attending this presentation, attendees will understand and appreciate the recent trends in suicide-related deaths in the United 
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This presentation will impact the forensic science community by demonstrating the scope and factors involved in suicide-related 
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Suicide is a top-ten cause of death in the United States and the second leading cause of violent death following accidental injury.  
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and has varied based on demographic factors such as race, region of residence, age, and gender.  It is estimated there are at least ten times 

the number of self-harm attempts as there are completed suicides.  The highest rates of completed suicide have been in White males, 
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autopsies.  Firearms have been the most common method of completed suicide in recent years, followed by suffocation and toxic 

ingestion.  According to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, the majority of those completing suicide suffer from mood 
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their intent prior to their death.

3XEOLF�DQG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�OLWHUDWXUH�KDV�LQYHVWLJDWHG�ULVN�IDFWRUV�IRU�VXLFLGH���5LVN�IDFWRUV�IRU�VXLFLGH�LQFOXGH�PDMRU�PHQWDO�GLVRUGHUV��
substance use, prior suicide history, family history of suicide, trauma, serious medical illness, environmental and interpersonal losses, 
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and religious participation.
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analysis and psychological autopsy, serves as a major contributor to understanding this phenomenon.
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