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of the Italian Model to a Cold Case Murder
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The goal of this presentation is to inform attendees of the Italian model of the psychological autopsy which is adopted in murder 

cases and cold cases, in addition to problematic death cases.

This presentation will impact the forensic science community by comparing the traditional application of the psychological autopsy 

with the new Italian model.

&RQFHUQLQJ�WKH�SV\FKRORJLFDO�DXWRSV\�LQ�,WDO\��'H�/HR�HW�DO���EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�DQG�LQWHJUDWLQJ�PRGHOV�RI�)DUEHURZ�DQG�6KQHLGPDQ��
(EHUW��DQG�&DQWHU��GH¿QHV�LW�DV�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DQG�WKH�LQWHUDFWLYH�SURFHVVHV�WKDW�OLQN�WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�RIIHQGHU�1-4  

The model proposes guidelines for the analysis of the psychological connection between the victim and the offender and  focuses on 

EHKDYLRUDO�ULVNV��UHODWLRQDO�YXOQHUDELOLWLHV��DQG�SRVVLEOH�OHYHOV�RI�YLFWLP�RIIHQGHU�FRQQHFWLRQ�
7KH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�LV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKHUH�ZDV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�WKH�RIIHQGHU�DQG��FRQVHTXHQWO\��

ZKLFK�K\SRWKHVHV�FDQ�EH�XWLOL]HG�IRU�WKH�SRVVLEOH�PRWLYH�DQG�FOXHV�DERXW�WKH�OLNHO\�PXUGHUHU���7KLV�VWXG\�SURSRVHV�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�SRVVLEOH�
FRPPXQLFDWLYH�JRDOV�RI�YLROHQW�DFWLRQ��UHFRQVWUXFWHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�FULPH�VFHQH�DQG�RWKHU�VFLHQWL¿F�HYLGHQFH���7KH�
LQYHVWLJDWLYH�K\SRWKHVHV�WKDW�HPHUJH�IURP�WKLV�DQDO\VLV�DUH�WKHQ�FURVV�UHIHUHQFHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�¿QGLQJV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�

The psychological autopsy, together with the analysis of violent and communicative action, represents the Italian model for the 

analysis of unsolved murders and cold cases.5

7KLV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�GHVFULEH�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRGHO�E\�'H�/HR�LQ�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�LQ�D�FROG�FDVH�ZKLFK�LV�ZHOO�
NQRZQ�WR�WKH�,WDOLDQ�QHZV�PHGLD���,Q�������WKH�PXUGHU�RI�D�\RXQJ����\HDU�ROG�JLUO�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�RI¿FH�ZKHUH�VKH�ZRUNHG���$QDO\VLV�
consisted of review of legal documents, videotapes of television programs in which her sister and parents participated at the time, letters 

written by the victim, and psychological interviews conducted with her sister and mother.

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�SKDVH�RI�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��DQ�DQDO\VLV�ZDV�PDGH�RI�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�GRFXPHQWDU\�PDWHULDO��ZKLFK�ZDV�³TXHVWLRQHG´�ZLWK�
WKH�SV\FKRORJLFDO�DXWRSV\�JXLGHOLQHV���$W�WKLV�VDPH�WLPH��VFLHQWL¿F�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LGHQWL¿HG�WKH�DOOHJHG�PXUGHUHU¶V�'1$�RQ�WKH�JLUO¶V�
VKLUW�DQG�EUD�DQG��YLD�ROG�DXWRSV\�SKRWRV��LGHQWL¿HG�DQ�DOOHJHG�ELWH�RQ�WKH�JLUO¶V�OHIW�EUHDVW��

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�SKDVH�RI�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��OHWWHUV�RI�WKH�YLFWLP�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�LQWHUYLHZV�RI�KHU�PRWKHU�DQG�VLVWHU�ZHUH�DQDO\]HG�
to determine the murderer’s possible motive and to document the laundry habits at the victim’s home.

7KH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PXUGHUHU�ZDV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�EH�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�ER\IULHQG���7KH�VXEVWDQWLDO�¿QGLQJV�RI�WKH�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�
DSSURDFK�DGRSWHG�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�OHG�WR�WKH�ER\IULHQG¶V�FRQYLFWLRQ�ZLWK�D����\HDU�SULVRQ�VHQWHQFH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�FDVH��IROORZHG�E\�³QRW�JXLOW\�
³GHFLVLRQV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�DQG�WKLUG�FDVH��
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